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PREFACE 



TO THE AMERICAN EDITION. 



The following work, though it has hitherto ap*- 
peared without the Author's name, is well known to 
be the production of a Member of the British Parlia- 
ment, who, to the speculations of a correct mind, ap- 
pears to have adde^ the result of sound experience* 
Having been successful in the education and govern- 
ment of a numerous family of children, till they be- 
came heads of families themselves, at their request, 
and for their benefit especially, he pre'pared this 
View of Christian Education. The work, after com- 
ing under the public eye, met with so favourable a re- 
ception, that within a short period it passed through 
three editions. The writer of this article, having 
access to a copy of it through the kindness of a 
friend, has carefully perused it, and is free to say, 
that, with merited reproof, he has also experienced 
instruction and delight. He views the noble author 
as laying for the foundation of his superstructure $^ 
those excellent principles, which will bear the test 
of that awfully interesting day, when every roan's 
vork nmst be tiried by the fire of eternal truth. Up- 
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on this foundation he appears to have buih wisely 
and discreetly ; and his rules, though somewhat gen- 
eral, yet if as faithfully reduced to practice, as they 
Jire valuable in their tendency, it is believed, would 
qreatly ameliorate the condition of many a family.. 
h will be perceived by the attentive reader, that tb« 
Author is a member of the Episcopal Church ; but 
the unprejudiced mind will always be delighted with 
ihe pure waters of truth, whether derived from an 
rU'tificial fountain, or from a natural spring. A lead* 
Hig excellency of the following work is, that all along 
k appears to have the future, eternal well-being of 
the child in view, in its education, no less, than iift 
temporal usefulness and happiness* To the attain* 
ment of these ends we are guided by instructions, 
which accord with the true spirit of the holy Scrip- 
tures. 
^: ' What is said upon the subject of rewards and 

punishments, is worthy to be repeatedly read, and 
"with close attention. Some, perhaps, wiH ofc^ct to 
what is said upon the subject of emulation. The 
word, emulation, has been so much used to signify a 
virtuous principle, or at least a principle generally 
esteemed virtuous, that many may be startled to hear 
' l.he Author dissuade parents from encouraging it iq 
their children. But even what he says upon this prin- 
ciple, if carefully examined, will be found to be very 
just. By emulation be means that selfish principle, 
by which we are stimulated to excel others for the 
name of excelling ; and not that principle, through 
which we are animated by the example of others to 
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do as well as possible, that we may be the more 
useful* Under the influence of the former principle, 
if we surpass our competitors, we triumph at their 
expense ; and if we are surpassed, we envy them ; 
such a principle ought to be discouraged. Under 
the influence of the latter, though animated to do our 
best, we shall eyen rejoice, if others do better. 

Though the writer of this is by no means pleased 
with the practice of teking great liberties with the 
works of others, he thinks a very few verbal altera- 
tions might be admitted with advantage* 

For the sake of the unlearned reader, and to 
render the work more extensivel) useful, a few Latin 
sentences in it, are in this edition accompanied with 
a free translation. 

It may be seen, that the following pages are 
adapted especially to the use of those families, 
which move in the higher circles of life ; but they 
contain much, that may be interesting and useful to 
those in humble stations. 

With these brief remarks the work is presented 
to the American public, with a desire that it may re» 
ceive a patronage in some good measure proportion* 
ed to its intrinsic value. 






r 



..-JS >■• 



.%J 



V 









i 



•• 



4 






• 



I- 



OONTBNTS^. 



Chap. I. — loadequate ▲ttentioa to lUIifioD in CdocatioD.— 

Some of its caufes 13 

Chap. II. — Tbe Period from ear^ tafancy to the Laarniog to 
Read. — FauJtj Conne commonlj poniiad.*-A T«rj 
earJj Attention to Tempers and Habits recommended.-— 
Religion bow to be instilled. — Parental Example . . 29 

Chap. III. — General Observations. — Parents to guard against 
their Faults in the Presence of their Children. — Children 
not to be made Playthings. — The Child's Good, and not 
the Parent's Ease, to be the Object. — The Heart to be 
had in View rather than the outward Act. — Guard 
against a Child's Artifices. — Study Consistency of Sys- 
tem. — Intercourse with your Children. — Freedom of 
CoDTersation.-^Study of Character. — Personal Exer- 
tion in Education 42 

.Chap. IV. — ^The Period between a Child's beginning to read 
and going to School : — its Importance. — ^The Objects of 
Education, and their relative Value. — Commencement 
of Instruction in Reading. — Rousseau : — Education a 
Discipline. — Choice of Books.— Tones and Articula- 
tion. — Care in the Use of religious Books : — Selection of 
them. — Catechisms 65 

Chap. V. — Mechanical Reading: how obviated.— School 
Lessons to promote Moral Qualities : Obedience ; Reg- 
ularity ; Attenion ; Patience ; Alacrily.-Happy Fruits 
of thMe Qualities. — Failures to be expected. — How to 
be borne • ... 95 

Chap. VI. — Means for the Support of Parental Authority and 
Inflaeaoe.— Rewards aod PoBtshments 110 



via 

Chip. VII.— Example.-^Emalation.-Efiect of Personal Char- 
acter of PareDt8.—«Deceit 1S9 

Chap. VIII. — Atteotion to Children when Dot at their Les- 

•ODs. — AmasemeDtt. — Behaviour of Children to each 
other. — Qaarrehd— A domineering or a teasing Spirit. 

'— Selfithness and Jealousj. — Conduct of the two Sexes 
to each other— Domestic Effects in well and ill educat- 
ed Families contrasted.<-~Acquaintance. — Familiarity 
with Servants 145 

CuA9, IX.— Hardihood.«*Moderate Habits.-Artificial Hard- 
ships.— Moderation favourable to Elevation of Charac- 
ter. — Rules.— Preparation for Prayer.— Self-examina- 
tion.— -Prajer.— -How long Boys should be kept under 
domestic Education.— Preparation for School.— Gov- 
ernesses , • • . 106 

AppxiTDnL.— No. 1 184 

No. II ^ ««••«.. , 195 



.t 



«- 



PRACTICAL VIEW, 



^C. irCm 



CHAP. L 



Inadequate *Slttention to Religion in Education^^Sonie of 

its Causes, 

Most persons have occasionally met with a new 
mansion, showy in its appearance, and commanding 
a fine prospect, but destitute of that first of all requi- 
sites, good water. Captivated by the beauties of a 
favourite spot, and anticipating a long and happy res- 
idence in the midst of attractive domains, the gentle- 
men who build houses sometimes forget that there are 
certain necessaries of life, for the want of which 
none of its embellishments or honours can compen- 
sate. A similar disappointment, but of a more af- 
fecting nature, very frequently awaits the builders 
of that figurative house — a family of children. Their 
parents have taken the greatest pains to enable them 
to make a figure in the world ; but they have neg- 
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Icctcd to use the proper means for furnishing their 
minds with certain items in the catalogue of qualifi- 
cations for a useful, respectable, and happy life — 
namely, religious principles and habits. The house 
is erected ; but, alas, there is no water ! — That those 
who despise religion should not wish the minds of 
their children to be imbued with it, is natural and to 
be expected ; — and that those, who, while they os- 
tensibly acknowledge the value of religion, yet hold 
that the heart of man is naturally good ; and that the 
evils which abound in the world may be ascribed to 
the prejudices of nurses, the reveries of enthusiasts, 
the craft of priests, and the tyranny of rulers ; should 
deem religious education almost superfluous, is by 
no means surprising. However, such characters 
would slight all my admonitions, and therefore it is 
in vain to address them. Those whose attention I 
would solicit are decent and respectable parents^ 
who wish to entertain those views of human nature, 
and of the duties of man, which the holy Scriptures 
exhibit. That such persons should venture to hope 
that their children will perform, in subsequent life, 
the duties they owe to God and their fellow-crea» 
tures, when little care has been taken to prepare 
them for this great work, is perfectly astonishing. 
Do we form such absurd expectations in other 
things ? Does any man suppose that his son will be 
fit for any profession, or business, without substan- 
tial and persevering instruction ? Does he venture 
to send him out into the world as a lawyer, a sur- 
geon, or a tradesman, without a long preparation, 
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expressly calculated to qualify him for the line o% 
life to which he is destined ? And yet how many 
fathers expect their children to maintain the chaiv 
acter of Christians, with very little appropriate 
education to lead them to conquer, through divine 
grace, their natural alienation from God, and to 
become new creatures under Christ their Saviour ! 
God doei^ not treat man in this manner, but furnishes 
him, in the Scriptures, with the most august and per- 
suasive teachers, and the greatest variety of instruc- 
tion and exhortation, calculated to turn him from 
darkness to light, and to induce him to crucify the 
iiesh with its affections and lusts. But man, deaf to 
the divine voice, which says, '^ Go and do thou like- 
" wise ;" and deaf also to the call even of parental 
affection, not seldom suffers the early years of his 
offspring to pass without any systematic and ade- 
quate plan of instruction and discipline expressly 
calculated for the attainment of those great ends. 

But let us view this subject a little more narrow- 
ly. Is a son intended for a learned profession ? He 
is sent to school. The father is earnest that the mas- 
ter should ground him well in grammar^ give him a 
taste for classical literature, and call forth his pow- 
ers in composition. Afterwards, when the youth is 
removed to the university, a college and tutor are 
selected with anxious care to promote his intellec- 
tual improvement. An earnest solicitude is felt that 
he should become a sound and elegant scholar ; and 
inquiring friends are told what progress he makes in 
his literary pursuits. — Again : suppose that a more 
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humbk walk in life is chosen by the parent, and that 
his boy is to be a tradesman : with what care does 
he select a master who perfectly understands his 
business, and will be likely to make the boy thor- 
oughly acquainted with it. And as the years of ap^ 
prenticeship draw towards their close, he is solicitous 
that his son should be instructed in all the higher parts 
of the trade, that he may be in no respect deficient, 
when he becomes his own master, and is to establish 
himself in life. Let any one who allows these to be 
just pictures of parental care in providing for the 
worldly interests of children, say how seldom their 
spiritual interests are the object of equal solicitude. 
Are masters chosen with the same care for the pro. 
motion of these interests ? In fixing on schools and 
colleges for boys destined to the higher professions, 
and on masters and counting-houses for those who 
are to move in a more humble line, is it a matter c^ 
prime consideration to select those which are known 
to be favourable to true religion ? During educa- 
tion, is the progress of the boy in religion watched 
with unremitting solicitude,^ and promoted by aR 
those measures which solicitude suggests ? Are 
pains anxiously taken to remove all the obstacles in 
the way ? And finally, is the boy himself removed 
(when that is possible) to a more favourable situa- 
tion, if those obstacles are such as essentially to 
counteract his advancement in religious attainments? 
In most cases, I fear, even wh^re better things might 
be hoped, these questions must be answered in the 
negative. The efforts made in favour of the reli- 
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gious improvement of youth are partial and unsys- 
tematic, and generally cold and languid. But, even 
when accompanied by a considerable degree of ear- 
nestness, they very seldom evince a care and thought 
at all proportioned to the greatness of the object. 
An attention to the externals of religion is enforced, 
and glaring sins are forbidden and punished ; and 
perhaps also the leading principles of the Gospel 
are occasionally inculcated ; — but are the temper, 
the taste, and the habits narrowly watched ? Is evil 
counteracted, not only in its commencement, but 
^ven before it appears, by guarding against dispo- 
sition^r'and practices, which, though not wrong in 
themselves, are dangerous from their natural alliance 
with those which are so ? Are the dawnings of good 
early descried and carefully cherished ? Above all, 
is the youthful mind continually taught to raise itself 
to the only source of safety and strength ; to be 
diligent in self-examination, penitence, prayer, and 
praise ? I fear it can seldom be said that a plan of 
this kind is followed earnestly, assiduously, and, 
with due allowance for casual interruptions, daily 
from youth to manhood ? And yet earnestly, assid- 
uously, and daily, is the child taught his reading and 
spelling ; the schoolboy his grammar and classics ; 
the academician his Euclid, Locke, and Newton ; 
and the clerk or apprentice his master^s business. 
Can we consult our experience on these points with- 
out exclaiming — What prudent care in human things! 
What negligence in divine ! The result of such neg- 
ligence may easily be anticipated, and is lamentably 
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apparent in the character and habits of our young 
men. 

Is this negligence to be accounted for from any 
peculiar facility with which Christian truths are im- 
bibed, and Christian habits formed ? Is the path of 
true religion so easily disco\'^red, and so inviting, 
that the young scarcely want a monitor to point it 
out and recommend it to their choice ; while that of 
human science is thorny, and arduous, and disgust- 
ing, and never willingly chosen ? Let the word of 
6od and human experience answer. In fact, truth 
requires that this picture should be almost reversed. 
Religion is that which is, beyond all things, repuU 
sive to the nature of man ; while human science has 
many charms for him, and meets with little opposi- 
tion from his native propensities. In inculcating 
religion we are rolling a stone up hill, which must 
be watched every moment, or it will soon bound 
down again ; nor can we hope to make any progress 
in our work without continued and painful efforts.. 

To those who acknowledge the natural propen- 
sity of man to evil, and yet take so little pains to 
correct it in his education, I cannot refrain from ad* 

dressing a few expostulations. Do you act in a 

similar manner with respect to any corporeal defor- 
mity to which your children may be subject ? Do 
you not take the best medical advice, and persevere, 
perhaps for many years, and at a great expense, 
and with very serious inconveniences both to your- 
selves and your child, in the use of such means as 
may be recommended to you for his recovery ? And 
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yet the evil you labour to correct probably affects 
only one part of his frame ; or the efforts of unas- 
sisted nature may remove it ; and even if he should 
carry it with him to his grave, it may not be fatal to 
his present welfare, much less to his future happi- 
ness. But the disease to which his soul is subject is 
universal, pervading all its faculties and disposi- 
tions. Nature, instead of affording a remedy, is its 
source, and, if not counteracted, will infallibly ren* 
der it more and more desperate ^ and the evils it 
threatens are of infinite magnitude, and of eternal 
duration. What, then,, can you think of your neg- 
ligence ? Are you not most cruelly deficient in your 
care of your offspring ? And how will you render 
an account to that Being who has given you a sacred 
charge to act as his vicegerents in their education ? 

The causes of those lamentable and very general 
defects in religious education which: have been no- 
ticed are various. At present 1 will mention only 
two or three of them. 

When parents, though they may have a great 
respect for religion, are not truly religious, «there is 
no difficulty in accounting for their lukewarmness in 
providing for the religious education of their chil- 
dren. If they do not consider Christianity as the 
pearl of great price ; if in practice they make it rath- 
er the handmaid of their worldly interests and plea- 
sures, than the unrivalled empress of their hearts, 
and the sovereign guide of their actions ; if this is 
practically the estimation in which ihey hold it, of 
course, they will give it but a second, a third,, or a 
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fourth place among the objects on which their view 
is fixed in the education of their children. If, in 
their passage through life, they do not in fact (what- 
ever they may hold in theory) sacrifice their own 
profit, or pleasure, or reputation, at the shrine of 
Religion, when these cannot be secured without 
some dereliction of duty, it must be expected that, 
whatever they may profess as to their plans of edu* 
cation, they will in fact attend more to the worldly 
advancement, or pleasure, or reputation of their 
children, than to their progress in vital Christianity* 
As such parents, however, frequently lament in 
themselves defects which they have not a heart to 
remedy ; let them be asked whether they would wil- 
lingly see their o&pring in the same state of thral« 
dom, pursuing a course which they disapprove, and 
breathing fruitless wishes after that holiness which 
they have not the courage to practise. If their 
minds revolt at this prospect, let them endeavour, in 
their choice of masters and instructors, to rescue 
their children at least from the evils which press 
upon themselves. They may think it impracticable 
in their own case (though in truth if they undertook 
the work in a right spirit, they would conquer every 
difficulty by the all-powerful aid of divine grace,) to 
break through inveterate habits, and to brave, amidst 
a circle of acquaintance like themselves, the looks, 
the language, the demeanour, to which a prompt and 
universal obedience to the calls of duty would expose 
them. But let them have pity on their offspring ; 
and put them in a course wbicb^ with God's blessipg, 



may preserve them from the galling fetters which 
bind their parents. 

There are certain tiasses of upright Christians 
(and I solicit their attention with far better hope,) 
whose efforts in the great work of Christian Educa- 
tion are feeble, from causes of a very different kind. 
Two of these causes, which arise immediately out of 
their religious principles, I will now mention. 

Some parents, of a truly christian character, are 
of opinion, that although the instruction of the head 
is in a good measure left to man, God vindicates to 
himself in a peculiar manner the empire of the heart, 
and carries on his own work of conversion in his own 
way. They therefore regard human endeavours to 
lead the hearts of the young to God as (to say the 
least) of very doubtful eflBcacy ; and perhaps look 
with some jealousy on a very sedulous use of means, 
for the attainment of this object, as indicative of a 
disposition to depend on means, rather than on the 
power and mercy of God. They hope, that if they 
preserve their children, as far as may be, from the 
contamination of the world, make them well ac- 
quainted with the christian doctrine, and use them 
to a regular attendance on religious ordinances. He 
will hear the earnest prayers offered up for them, 
and in His good time work on their affections and 
bring them to Himself. These sentiments, in which 
there is a specious mixture of truth and error, are 
accompanied by christian graces and habits which 
have a powerful tendency to counteract their prac* 
tical effects. Parents who are wanting in sedulous 
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attention to their children, are often very strict in 
the examination of themselves, and eminent for ten- 
derness of conscience, for hatred of sin, for love of 
holiness, and for adorning the Gospel of their Sa- 
viour, by presenting in themselves no dubious image 
of that mind which shone forth in him. By an at- 
tentive observer, however, well acquainted with the 
interior of their families, the operation of the forego- 
ing opinions will not unfrequently be distinctly trac- 
ed : and in whatever degree they operate, their ten- 
dency must be to weaken, if not to paralyze, paren- 
tal exertions. The hearts and the habits of the ris- 
ing generation will not be watched with due solici- 
tude ; and evils will not be checked and anticipat- 
ed, nor promising appearances cherished, with that 
wakeful and unremitting anxiety which the incalcu- 
lable importance of education demands. Nature, with 
its corruptions, will be allowed to gather strength ; 
and grace, if assisted, will be feebly assisted, by pa- 
rental cooperation, (a cooperation which must itself 
also be altogether the fruit of grace,) till the little 
victims of this false system contract a most perni- 
cious and fatal habit of hearing and repeating reli- 
gious truths with indifference, and sometimes per- 
haps are in nearly as bad a state as the offspring of 
irreligious parents^ 

How can such a case be contemplated without 
an unusual share of pity ! Of pity, for children with 
bright prospects so blasted ; and for parents whose 
very piety, under partial and therefore mistaken 
views of Gospel-truth, prepares disappointment and 
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bitter pangs in future life, if not eternal ruin, for 
those whom thejr have brought into being, and 
whom, under a better system of education, they 
might have found their glory, and joy, and crown of 
rejoicing in the great day of the Lord. 

That the parents have adopted partial and erro- 
neous views of religious truth, who can doubt ? God 
is, in the strictest sense, the Giver of all good, both 
in the natural and in the spiritual world : but in both 
he employs means to effect his objects ; and the well 
directed efforts of his creatures form a most impor- 
tant branch of those means. Who expects to reap 
if he will not sow, or to read if he will not learn his 
alphabet ? Nor is the connexion between the ac- 
quisition of spiritual advantages, and the use of 
means less intimate. Thus, though Christ is our 
salvation, yet the salvation of mankind is spoken of 
in Scripture as depending on the exertions of the 
Apostles and their followers. They are called the 
light of the world. When it is declared, that they 
who call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved, 
immediately afterwards, for the special purpose, as 
it should seem, of pointing out the absolute necessi- 
ty of employing means, the apostle proceeds to ask, 
^^ How then shall they call on him in whom they 
" have not believed ? And how shall they believe 
" in him of whom they have not heard ? And how 
" shall they hear without a preacher ? And how 
" shall they preach except they be sent ?" Rom. x. 
14, 15. And in strict conformity with this view of 
things, he declares himself willing, in his own min- 



isterial labours, to ^pend and be spent for the benefit 
of others ; and charges his spiritual son Timothy, in 
the episcopal office assigned to him, to be instani in 
season and {by a sort of hyperbole of speech, arising 
from his deep impression of the unspeakable impor- 
tance of exertion) out of season* So when indolent 
or bad teachers are mentioned, the efficacy of meaoB 
is no less strongly marked. Under the Mosaic dis- 
pensation, the sins of the people are continually as- 
cribed to the negligence or the false doctrine of the 
priests. Our Saviour holds similar language when» 
speaking of the teaching of the Scribes and Phari- 
sees, he says, that '^ if the blind lead the blind, both 
'^ shall fall into the ditch*'' And, under the Gospel, 
the effect of the errors of the well-meaning but mis- 
taken builders of " hay, straw, stubble," on the true 
foundation, Christ, is pointedly noticed. It is de- 
clared, that such teachers shall suffer loss ; their 
people not being prepared by them to abide the 
fiery ordeal by which every teacher's work (that is, 
the flock converted by him to Christianity) was to 
be tried. 1 Cor. iii. 11 — 15. So fatal would be the 
effect of the wrong measures taken by them in their 
christian ministry! Not to multiply quotations, i 
will close what 1 have to advance on this head with 
pointing out some few parts of Scripture respecting: 
the very case before us ; namely, the instruction of 
children. How earnestly does Moses charge the 
Israelites to teach the law to their children^ as they 
rise up and sit down, and come in and go out ! Could 
he have more strongly characterised instant, con* 
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slant, unremittijig instruction ? Solomon is scarcely 
less pressing in his exhortations to train up a child 
in the way in which he should go ; and he is most 
distinct in his promise of a blessing and success to 
such instruction. When the Lord appeared as an 
angel to Abraham, he plainly intimated, that the 
patriarch's exertions among his children and the 
rising generation in his household would be effec- 
tual as means of securing them "^in the true faith. 
Gen. xyiii. 19. And I cannot but think that chil- 
dren were allowed to partake of the initiating rites 
of circumcision and baptism, at so early an age, on 
the general presumption that the appointed means, 
if duly employed by their parents and sponsors, 
would secure, under God's blessing, the great ob- 
ject of conversion to God. 

If this view of the scriptural doctrine respecting, 
not the importance only, but the necessity of using 
means zealously, diligently, unceasingly, for the at- 
tainment of spiritual ends, be just : what shall we 
say of those pslrents who excuse their want of assi- 
duity and vigour, in taking proper measures to im- 
press the hearts, as well as to inform the under- 
standings, of their children, on the plea that conver- 
sion is God's work, and that thtf times and seasons 
for carrying it on are in his hand ? I will not argue 
with them, but leave them to the admonitory voice 
of their own conscience. When we look forward 
to the advancement of religion among the rising 
generation, there are no promoters of that great 
work on whom we fix our eyes with so much hope, 
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as on pious parents. How deeply then must 
lament that there should be found among them such 
principles as I have mentioned ; which, operating 
on parental partiality, or love of ease, or other dis* 
positions unfavourable to watchfulness and vigour in. 
conducting education, present us, in a spiritual sense 
at least, with ^^ ashes and mourning,'' in families 
where we expected ^^ beauty and the oil of gladr 
*^ ness !" 

But the foregoing error is most to be deplored 
when joined wkh another, also arising from a source 
which challenges our respect and veneration: I 
mean, the hope entertained by some parents, remiss 
in the spiritual nurture of their children, that the 
promised blessing to the offspring of pious ancestors 
will be realised, sooner or later, in their conversion. 
On the influence of such a sentiment, when united 
with that which was last under consideration, I need 
not dwell. Every one must see that when, on the 
one hand, a low opinion is entertained by parents of 
the efficacy of human endeavours, ill leading their 
children to true conversion ; and on the other, a hope 
is indulged that the great Shepherd will, at some 
time or other, gather them to bis fold ; the efforts in 
education will be altogether destitute of watchful 
and persevering energy, and the worst effects may 
be expected. Whether, however, this latter senti- 
ment be combined with the former or not, it is of an 
importance sufficient to claim our serious attention. 
Let us then examine how far it is warranted by 
Scripture and experience. Those who hold it, rely 



Op the numerous passages in the word of God, in 
which a blessing is promised to the seed of his true 
servants, and more pa^rticularly on the gracious de- 
claration in the second Commandment. These di- 
vine promises are sources of great comfort to chris- 
tian parents, strenuously exerting themselves in 
k'inging up their children in the nurture and admo- 
nition of the Lord. What numbers have been sup- 
ported by them, when toiling, apparently without 
success, in the discharge of their parental duties ! 
But even those who are so employed may expect 
more than the promises were intended to convey. 
And if such persons, the very persons for whose 
benefit the promises were given, may look forward 
40 the conversion, and final salvation of their chil- 
idien with unwarranted confidence ; what shall we 
say of confidence, — what shall we say even of 
hope, in those who are ill performing the duties of 
parents, "and who, though they will scarcely allow 
it, make the promises themselves the ground of their 
neglect ? 

How far a misplaced hope of this kind may have 
contributed to the lamentable declension, in many 
instances, of succeeding generations from the piety 
of those which preceded them, cannot be determin- 
ed : but certain it is, that such declensions stain the 
page of history in almost all times. Look at the 
successors of Joshua, and of the Elders of his ap- 
pointment; at the sons of Samuel and of Eli, of Jc- 
hoshapbat and of Josiah ; and at the descendants 
from the members of the first christian churches, as 
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well as of the churches reformed from Popery ; at 
the descendants from the pious ministers ejected in 
this country at the time of the Restoration, and from 
their hearers: in short, search the annals of the 
Je\^ish or Christian Church in almost any age, and 
you will be convinced that the piety of ancestors is 
very far indeed from being a 'security to their off- 
spring. 

To humble, zealous, well-directed, and persever- 
ing efforts, in the work of Christian Education, God 
gives a signal blessing ; but those who will not em« 
ploy such efforts, have no ground to expect any 
blessing. They may rather look with awful appre- 
hension to the curses every where denounced in the 
word of God against those who have mercies placed 
within their reach, but will not accept them in the 
appointed way. 
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CHAP. n. 

The Period from early Infancy to the Learning to read — 
Faulty Course commonly purmed^'^ very early Men- 
tion to Tempers and habits recommended^'Beligian 
how to he instUUd'^ParenUd Example. 

Th. years which precede manhood are naturally 
divided into several periods. The first is, from early 
infancy to the time when the child begins to read. 
The next is, from that time to the time of going (if a 
boy) to school, ch* to a private tutor ; and, if a girl, 
to the age of ten or twelve. On the present occa- 
sion, my remarks will be confined to these incipient 
but highly important stages in education. 

The period of infancy is generally suffered to 
slide away with little or no attention to the work of 
education. The child is supposed to be in a kind of 
irrational state, which will scarcely admit of moral 
discipline, and its parents seem to think only of its 
health and amusement. If it wants any thing, its 
wish must be gratified ; if it cries, it is to be quieted 
by indulgence ; or if this cannot be effected, at- 
tempts are frequently made to cheat it into a belief 
that the desired object has suddenly vanished. If 
it has been hurt, the immediate cause of its misfor- 
tune, whether animate or inanimate, is not seldom to 
be beaten, and the child itself is encouraged to join 
in inflicting the punishment. Things proceed in 
this way nearly till the time when the child can talk; 
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and often much longer; and vihen this system is 
changed for another ; still it gives way very slowly, 
and in many cases some remains of it may be dis- 
cerned for years after the child is allowed to be ca- 
pable of instruction. What is the true character and 
tendency of this course of proceeding ? It unques- 
tionably fosters those seeds of evil which abound in 
our nature. Is man naturally self-indulgent ? What 
th^ must be the effect of a studied system of indul- 
gence ? Is hj^ impatient, and passionate, and vin- 
dictive? flow greatly must these dispositions be 
cherished ; by not only permitting but encouraging 
their gratification ! Is he disposed, when in pur- 
suit of favourite objects, to be little scrupulous with 
respect to violations of plain-dealing truth ? The 
artifices to which nurses and female relations resort 
would almost create such a disposition, were it not 
originally in his bosom. With what eyes then must 
the Almighty look upon such a course of proceeding! 
It would be trifling with my readers to pursue this 
topic any farther. 

But now we proceed to the important inquiry^ 
What system of management ought to be substituted 
in the place of that which has been described ? AU 
persons who do not think that a plea of necessity (a 
very unfounded plea, however, in the present case) 
may be urged in favour of the practice of positive 
evil, must allow, that every thing should be avoided 
by mothers and nurses which has a tendency to 
cherish and bring into activity that depraved nature, 
which, if there be any truth in Scripture, or any re- 
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liance can be placed on experience, we all bring 
into the world with us.* They will grant, therefore, 
that Nanny, or the cat, or the chair, are not to be 
beaten because they happen to have displeased the 
child. — But must not we confine ourselves to mere 
abstinence from fostering evils ? Is it not visionary 
and chimerical to attempt to check bad tempers and 
habits, and to lay a foundation for good ones ? Or 
if an attempt of this kind be not altogether hopel^sss, 
is it not at least unnecessary to make it at so early a 
period, when little success can be expected : and 



* The nataral peirersioo of the human heart, or the predom- 
iaance of its propensities to evil, rather than to good, is, bj 
many at the present daj, not only denied, but on the contrarj 
they contend, that its prevailing tendency is towards virtue^s 
side. In support of this opinion it is said, that '< virtue is uni- 
** versally approved, and vice detested ;^^ and that, ^^ were ft 
*^ not for bad example, and bad education, children would not be 
*^ so generally prone to evil, as we now find them." But it may 
be said in answer, that were it not for good example and good 
education. Children and men would doubtless be much worse than 
they now are. 

To decide correctly on this subject, we should inquire, what 
would be the result, were children permitted to grow up without 
any salutary instruction, restraint, or admonition; or which 
course of instruction would be attended with the greatest suc- 
cess ; that which inculcates moderate indulgence, obedience to 
parents, repentance for sin, the love and spiritual worship of 
God, and all the self-denying and disinterested duties of the Gos- 
pel ; or that which inculcates self-indulgence, disobedience, 
hardness of heart, and contempt of God, and all his command- 
ments ? 

Viewing the subject in this light, no one can doubt, what tltt ^. 
natural tendency of the buman heart is. 
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most advisable to defer it till the reason of the 
child is further advanced, and its ability to submit 
to discipline is greater ? My experience gives me 
a view of parental duty very different from that to 
which these questions would lead. The Almighty 
Creator very soon begins to unfold in man those 
intellectual and moral faculties which are destined, 
when rightly employed, to qualify him for the high- 
est services and enjoyments through the ages of eter- 
nity. In a few weeks after its birth, a child's reason 
begins to dawn ; and with the first dawn of reason 
ought to commence the moral culture which may be 
best suited to counteract the evils of its nature, and 
to prepare the way for that radical change, that new 
birth, promised in baptism, and the darling object of 
the hopes of every parent who looks on the cove- 
nants in that holy rite, not as forms but as realities^ 
Let me appeal to every mother who delights to view 
her infant as it lies in her arms, whether it does not 
soon begin to read " the human face divine," to re* 
cognise her smile, and to shew itself sensible of her 
affection in the little arts she employs to entertain it. 
Does it not, in no long time, return that smile, and 
repay her maternal caresses with looks and motions 
so expressive, that she cannot mistake their import f 
She will not doubt, then, the importance of fostering 
in its bosom those benevolent sympathies which de» 
light her, by banishing from her nursery whatever 
is likely to counteract them. She will not tolerate 
in a nurse that selfish indifference to the wants of an 
infant, which sometimes leaves it to cry^ while sbe 
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finishes her breakfast or chats with a companion. 
Much less will she tolerate passionate snatches and 
scolding names, and hard and impatient tones of 
voice, in the management of her child. I may be 
pronounced fanciful ; but I certainly think it would 
be of importance to keep sour and ill-humoured faces 
out of a nursery, even though such faces were not 
commonly accompanied by corresponding conduct. 
1 am persuaded that I have seen a very bad effect 
produced by a face of this kind on the countenance 
and mind of an infant. Is it not reasonable to sup« 
pose, that if an infant sympathises with a smile, it 
may also sympathise with a frown, and catch some- 
what of the inward disposition which distorts the 
features of the nurse ? Thus begin the efforts of a 
parent to cherish all that is benevolent and affection- 
ate in the bosom of a child ; and to prevent the 
growth of every thing of an opposite nature. 4^nd 
who shall presume to assign limits to the importance 
of such efforts in the education of a being whose 
leading disposition, if it fulfil the will of its Maker, 
must, both through life and through all eternity, be 
love ? 

But parental cares soon extend. In a short time, 
impatience and selfishness show themselves in a 
child, and are accompanied by fretfulness, jealousy, 
anger, and envy. At so early a period does innate 
corruption display its powers, and call for the re- 
straining hand of a parent ! But how are these evils 
to be counteracted at an age when both the body 
and mind are so tender, and when neither arguments 
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becomes tiresome, unless there be some very press- 
ing call for its being continued ; in which case, in- 
deed, the occasion itself will generally make it in- 
teresting. Very short and simple stories from Holy 
Writ may be employed with great advantage : as 
4hat of Jesus taking the little children in his arms, 
atid blessing them ; that of his restoring the widow's 
son to life ; and many others. If these are told in a 
cheerful manner, and with such little appropriate 
touches as will present the scene to the imagination 
of the child, they will seldom fail to delight it, and 
will be called for again and again. When they are 
fixed in its memory, it is evident with what great 
advantage reference may be made to them when the 
parent finds occasion to have recourse to dissuasion, 
or reproof, or exhortation. 

In conveying instruction, it is a most important 
point for the parent always to bear in mind, that far 
more may be done by exciting the sympathy of the 
child than by appealing to its reason. Things in- 
deed should always be presented to it in the garb of 
truth and good sense ; but unless its feelings are ia 
unison with its convictions, it may be perfectly per- 
suaded of truths without being influenced by them 
in practice. And how are the appropriate feelings 
to be excited in its bosom ? Chiefly by the feelings 
of the parent being in unison with the subject on. 
which he speaks. Is he dwelling on the greatness 
of God, or on his all-seeing eye, or on his eternity, 
or on his glory ? Let his own heart harmonise with 
his lofty theme, and probably the right string in that 
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of his child will vibrate. Is be describing the di- 
vine love and tenderness, and mercy, especially as 
exemplified in Jesus Christ ? If his own feelings are 
impressed by the picture he presents, those of his 
child are not likely to be altogether unmoved. But 
reverse the case as to the parent, and what is to be 
expected from the child ? Who can be so absurd as 
to hope, that, when religious truths are taught as a 
schoolmaster teaches the grammar, good impressions 
' will be made on the heart ? Do we see, in fact, that 
when the Catechism is so taught, any such impres- 
sion is made. Step into a village-school where that 
excellent compendium of our holy religion has been 
learnt merely as a task, and you will find the chil- 
dren as little afi*ected by its truths {even if they un- 
derstand it) as they are by the lessons in their spel- 
ling-book. One would almost think that they con- 
ceived it pointed out the high privileges and the sa- 
cred duties of the inhabitants of the moon, and that 
they had nothing to do with it but to get it by hearts 
Few, if any, parents, it is hoped, who make religion 
a branch of education, proceed in a way so utterly 
irrational as the generality of village-schoolmasters 
in teaching the catechism ; but in whatever degree 
they approach to the village-schod system, in that 
degree must they look for a similar result. If 

'^ Si Tis me flere, dolendum 6fet 
*' Primam ipsi Ubi,"* 

be a just description of human nature, when applied 

** If you woold hcnre me weep, jrou araflt tot be affected with 
|^ef/ouneir« 
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to adults, it is doubly and trebly so in the case of 
children. Adults have been used to attach certain 
feelings to certain truths and certain incidents, the 
the recurrence of which will do much towards excit- 
ing those feelings ; but children have not yet kamt 
(except in some obvious instances,) how the circum- 
stances of life will influence their own welfare, and 
the welfare of others ; and therefore it is no wonder 
that their feelings should not be excited, until they 
«ce how others feel. The great Creator has ordain^ 
ed, thc^ in early childhood all the powers and facul- 
ties of man shall be placed under the guidance, 
and in a very great degree under the forming hand 
of his parents. His feelings are as ready as his ia- 
tellectual powers to take the impression that may be 
given them. How strong are the prejudices imbibed 
from patents in early youth ! When pains are taken 
to produce a similarity, how clearly do we see the 
prominent features in the manners, habits, and feel- 
ings of parents reflected in their offspring 1 A little 
gipsey is an adult gipsey in miniature. I am told, 
that among the Gcntoos a like similarity is very ap«. 
parent^ and I have myself been struck by it among, 
the Quakers — a sect whom I by no means mention 
to dishonour. Why may not the potent engine which 
produces such striking effects among these and other 
classes of men^ and often promotes feelings and hab- 
its adverse to good sense and propriety, to good or- 
der, pr to true religion, be employed in favour of the 
best interests of man and the glory of God ? To suf- 
fer it to lie idle^ is folly and sin. But, in fact, it wUl 
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not be absolutely idle. One thing or another, cbi^ 
dren will always be catching from their parents ; and, 
through the corrupt bias of human nature, they will 
be far more ready to catch the evil than the good : 
and even in copying what is innocent, if not positive- 
ly good, in parents, they will be very apt to give it 
some turn, or associate it with some quality, which 
may make it subservient to eviL What then is like- 
ly to be the effect of negligence in this great point? 
In truth, can we look around us, and not have la* 
mentable proofs of its eflfect ? How many children of 
good parents do we see imitating little, in parental 
example, but neglect of duty ! In the parent, this 
neglect has been chiefly visible perhaps in educa- 
tion ; but the child, as might be expected, extends 
it much farther. Or, suppose the parent to be led 
by a blind fondness to humour his child, to overlook 
his faults^ and to allow himself to omit the present 
duty of restraining and ruling him, under some vague 
hope that a more favourable time will arrive for the 
exercise of his power, or that God will in his own 
time, by his own providence, and by the teaching of 
his own Spirit, correct the faults which the father 
tolerates. Shall we not be extremely likely to find 
that a child so educated will chiefly resemble his par- 
ent in giving way to self delusion and self indulgence, 
and in indistinct and unscriptural reliance on future 
gifts of Providence to the neglect of present duties ? 
But it is not only by copying his faults that a child 
derives evil from a parent : if care be not taken, 
qualities and habits innocent, or even commendable, 
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will be so caught or so imitated by the child, as ta 
administer to the gratification of his evil passions. — 
Is the parent energetic ? Let him guard against his 
childV adopting his energy as an engine of pride or 
ambition* — Is he jocose ? His playful humour may 
be imitated by the child, for the purpose of putting 
aside serious thought or vigorous application ; or of 
indulging in ridicule or satire ; or of practising tricks 
not consistent with simplicity and sincerity of char- 
acter, and employed probably for selfish purposes.. 
Nay, unless care be taken, piety itself in a parent, 
that child of Heaven, may lead to fanaticism, or cant, 
or hypocrisy in a child. Certain tones and gestures^ 
Tvhich (though, as 1 think, to be avoided) are in the 
parent the accompaniment of true communion with 
his Maker, often become quite pitiable or disgusting 
in the child, not being connected with those deep de- 
votional feelings which can alone make them tolera- 
ble ; or^ if so connected, being utterly unsuited ta 
his age. 

This subject might be pursued farther; but enough 
has been said to excite the reflections of well-mean- 
ing parents ; and thosfe reflections will naturally point 
to the particular circumstances of each individual, 
and be far more useful than any thing I could add«. 
No one can doubt the deep responsibility of everjr 
parent to make a good use of his power over the dis- 
positions and affections of his ofispring. And since, 
in exercising that power, nothing will be so opera- 
tive as his own example,, how earnest should he be, 
that the light which shines in him may be the ttqe 
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prise on the entrance of a friend, and of having fek 
that it was necessary to recal both the mind and the 
£aice to greater serenity and benignity, in order to 
receive him properly. Now, can we seriously thinks 
that a heart and a countenance unfit for our friend, 
was fit for our children, who surrounded us before 
bis arrival ? Can we estimate the mischief which 
such moral deformity, placed before their eyes in 
the person of their father, may produce ? Some one 
says, that na man is a hero before his valet-de^ 
chambre. 1 will not stop to inquire what is becom- 
ing in a hero *, but a Christian certainly ought, if 
possible, to be more a Christian before his family, 
where his influence is greatest, and the effects of his 
example the most important, than iu'-any other situ-* 
ation. Juvenal has said, ^^ Maxima debetur pueris 
reverentia '^^^ though his view of education was on« 
ly to prepare youth for an upright and able discharge 
of their common duties in this life, with little regard 
to God or eternity. How deep then ought, his max- 
im to sink into the heart of a Christian, whose views 
are so much higher, and who is to educate beings 
called to perform all their duties as those who now 
sit in heavenly places, and are kings and priests un- 
to God ! 

S. Never make mere playthings of your children* 
Many fathers treat their little ones as if nothing 
was to be sought in their society but mutual amuse- 
ment. All is good humour when they are together ; 

* The most circumspect deportment should be maiotained ia 
the presence of childrea. 
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and therefore all is supposed to be right, though there 
be little besides folly and self-indulgence on one side^ 
and improper liberties, caprice, self-will^ or artifice^ 
on the other. In short, there seems to be a sort of 
conspiracy between the parties to indulge the natu- 
ral man. The child is often even taught to be indeo* 
orous, and mischievous, and saucy, for the amuse- 
ment of its parent. What excuse can be made for- 
such a scene ? The poor child is greatly to be pitied : 
but really the parent, if we were to look no further, 
would appear to be a sort of monster, devoid of prin* 
ciple, of feeling, and of common sense. Follow him, 
however, to his serious occupations, and you may find 
him a useful and respectable mai^ What a shame, 
that he is insensible to the high destiny and unspeak* 
able value of. the little creature whom he is spoilmg, 
for the sake of half an hour's foolish trifling ! What 
would he say of any one who threw about his gold re- 
peater as if it were a ball, or sported with his wife's 
jewels as if ihey were marbles ? And yet his own fol- 
ly is infinitely greater. The creatures whom he is 
placing in such danger for his sport, are infinitely 
more precious than gold, which perisheth ; and pearls 
and diamonds are worthless compared with them* 
One would think that mere selfishness might restrain 
such absurdity even in a man who did not extend 
his view beyond this world. The time may come, 
when the evil fostered in the child will be a scourge 
to the parent, and when his sufierings will excite the 
less compassion in others, from their recollection' 
that these scenes of egregious foUy had undenmned 
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that natural respect which would otherwise have beetf 
a check to ill conduct on the part of his child. — May 
parents, then, never relax with their children ? Must 
they always sustain the grave character of a tutor f 
Most certainly they may, and ought, frequently to re- 
lax with them, and even to take pains to make them 
happy by joining in their little amusements : but they 
may combine this course of proceeding extremely 
well with a constant recollection of the immortal na- 
ture and high value of their children, for whom Christ 
died, and with a suitable behaviour towards them* 
A father will soon learn, in such playful moments^ 
^^miscere utile dulci," or, according to our English 
proverb, to " he merry and wise j'' and he wiU rank 
such seasons among those which are most important 
for checking what is wrong in a child, fostering what 
is right, instilling good principles, infusing a just ap- 
preciation of things, and a taste for what is lovely 
and of good report. All the good seed sown on such 
occasions will be so combined with the child's pleas- 
ures and affections, as, with God's blessing, to take 
deep root in the soul, and promise a vigorous and 
permament growth* 

3. In managing a child, let a parent always have 
the child's good, rather than his own ease, in view. 

In domestic education, when parents speak to 
their children in a tone of dissatisfaction, what is 
heard so frequently as, " Don't be so troublesome ?"- 
It is true, children ought not to be suffered to be troub- 
lesome, since both kindness and propriety forbid them 
to be so: but the tone Qf the complaint generally shews. 
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very clearly that the great grievance is, not that the 
child has those dispositions which make il trouble- 
some, but that others, and particularly the complain- 
ant, are troubled. Thus the child soon discovers, 
that it is corrected rather for the ease of its parents 
and attendants, than for its own good ; and it has be- 
fore it an example and a lesson of selfishness, which 
may do it as much harm as it receives benefit from 
•the check given to a bad habit? — What. ought 
to be done on such occasions ? Undoubtedly the 
troublesome practice should be prevented ; but this 
should be done in such a way as to shew the child 
that the parent would willingly submit to trouble, to 
^fi^ promote its good ; but that such dispositions as lead 

V it to trouble others, are unholy, and must be eradi- 

' cated. The pleasure a Christian will have in giving 

pleasure, and his pain in occasioning pain, must be 
pointed out and proved and illustrated. As nothing 
is to be combated in children with more care and 
perseverance than selfishness, so nothing is to be 
more strictly guarded against in parental example. 
The child is to be taught to make sacrifices cheer- 
fully, and to deny himself, and take up his cross ; 
'■ and the parent must be especially careful that his 

own example forward the learning of this difficult 

les3on. On occasions in which the admonition is, 

/ " Don't be troublesome," would not " Don't be 

'-' thoughtless," " don't be violent," or *' don't be 
" unkind," often be more appropriate ? Is it expe- 
dient very generally to use a mode of expression 
which points to the effect rather than the cause of a 
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that natural respect which would otherwise have beefi 
a check to ill conduct on the part of his child. — May 
parents, then, never relax with their children ? Must 
they always sustain the grave character of a tutor ? 
Most certainly they may, and ought, frequently to re- 
lax with them, and even to take pains to make them 
happy by joining in their little amusements : but they 
may combine this course of proceeding extremely 
well with a constant recollection of the immortal na- 
ture and high value of their children, for whom Christ 
died, and with a suitable behaviour towards them. 
A father will soon learn, in such playful moments^ 
^^ miscere utile dulci," or, according to our English 
proverb, to " he merry and wise ;" and he wiU rank 
such seasons among those which are most important 
for checking what is wrong in a child, fostering what 
is right, instilling good principles, infasing a just ap- 
preciation of things, and a taste for what is lovely 
and of good report. All the good seed sown on such 
occasions will be so combined with the child's pleas- 
ures and affections, as, with God's blessing, to take 
deep root in the soul, and promise a vigorous and 
permament growth. 

3. In managing a child, let a parent always have 
the child's good, rath^^r than his own ease, in view« 

In domestic education, when parents speak to 
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lesome, since both kindness and propriety forbid them 
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which adults must come to Christ for pardon and 
peace ; and it is therefire the temper to which, from 
the very dawn of reason, we should endeavour to 
bring children. 

In our endeavours to effect this great object, kind, 
and mild, and serene, but unyielding, perseverance 
is to be employed* There must be neither violence 
nor hurry. If the child is impatient, some restraint, 
if necessary, must be used to prevent ebullitions of 
passion or fretfulness, and time must be given for it 
to recover itself: then steady and unwearied, but 
calm and affectionate, addresses to his reason and 
feelings, suited to its age, and habits, and natural 
disposition, must be employed. The sagacity and 
ingenuity of the parent must be tasked to select the 
best topics, and handle them in the best manner, for 
the production of the desired effect. But, above all, 
his eye must be upon God for guidance and a bless- 
ing, and for putting his own mind in the frame best 
adapted to win upon the affections of the child, and 
impress his heart. The dawnings of a right spirit 
in him must be hailed ; openness and confidence 
must be courted and encouraged ; the kindness 
of God and Christ to penitents must be as fully 
and touchingly pourtrayed as their hatred of sin. 
Care must be taken not to overstrain or overpower 
the feelings ; and when any danger of doing so ap- 
pears, a pause must take place till they are relieved, 
and self-command is regained. This course admits 
of great variations, and must be carefully adapted to 
the age, and character, and attainments of ^ ^bild :* 
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but I think I can say from experience, that it will 
seldom if ever fail of ultimate success, if steadijy 
euid habitually pursued. It may be said to begin 
from nothing ; and for several months a very small 
part of it will be brought forward, though there will 
.'be a continual progress as the mind of the child 
•opens, and something right in moral feeling and 
jiabit is -established. He will begin to learn the 
difference between being good and naughty ^ though 
lie desists from doing a naughty thing, he continues 
naughty till he is sorry for it and good humoured ; 
and then, and not till then, he may expect the kiss of 
forgiveness, and regain the favour of his parent. 
Tfext he will be taught to reflect on his happiness 
when good, and on the pain he suffers when naugh* 
ty ; and he will be told that this is from God, who 
loves goodness and hates naughtiness, as he sees his 
parents do. Then he will proceed to learn that, 
Jike his parents, God expects sorrow for sin, and a 
mild and humble prayer for forgiveness, before he 
will forgive a naughty child, and love him, and make 
lim happy. While this is in progress, the parent 
will endeavour to make the child feel the evil and 
folly of naughtiness, and the beauty and true wisdom 
•of being good. This will not be very difficult to 
inculcate, when the child is sensible that sin and 
misery, and holiness and happiness, generally go to- 
,gether. During the latter part of this course, gospel 
facts and principles will be gradually opened. The 
child will have heard of Christ ever since he first 
heard of God.; and nowihe distinct character and 
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but I think I can say from experience, that it will 
seldom if ever fail of ultimate success, if steadi^Iy 
euid habitually pursued. It may be said to begin 
from nothing ; and for several months a very small 
part of it will be brought forward, though there will 
be a continual progress as the mind of the child 
•opens, and something right in moral feeling and 
iiabit is established. He will begin to learn the 
difference between being good and naughty ; though 
!he desists from doing a naughty thing, he continues 
naughty till he is sorry for it and good humoured ; 
and then, and not till then, he may expect the kiss of 
forgiveness, and regain the favour of his parent. 
Next he will be taught to reflect on his happiness 
when good, and on the pain he suffers when naugh- 
ty ; and he will be told that this is from God, who 
loves goodness and hates naughtiness, as he sees his 
parents do. Then he will proceed to learn that, 
Jike his parents, God expects sorrow for sin, and a 
mild and humble prayer for forgiveness, before he 
will forgive a naughty child, and love him, and make 
!him happy. While this is in progress, the parent 
will endeavour to make the child feel the evil and 
folly of naughtiness, and the beauty and true wisdom 
•of being good. This will not be very difficult to 
inculcate, when this child is sensible that sin and 
misery, and holiness and happiness, generally go to- 
gether. During the latter part of this course, gospel 
facts and principles will be gradually opened. The 
child will have heard of Christ ever since he first 
heard of God.; and nowihe distinct character and 
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offices of Christ will begin to be unfolded. He will 
be painted as the Friend of mankind ; as the great 
Refuge of all who have done wrong ; as always will* 
ing to help them, and beg his Father to forgive 
them ; — as all kindness and goodness, and as setting 
us an example of all that is lovely and excellent ; 
and as now exalted in glory, and all-wise, and all- 
powerful. Pains will be taken to make Him the 
object of affection attempered by reverence, and to 
make it pleasant to the child to please him, and 
painful to offend him. The child will in like man- 
ner be made acquainted with the Holy Ghost, and 
heaven, and hell, and the day of judgment, and eter- 
nity, and the lost state of man, and redemption. All 
these things will be taught with an immediate refer- 
ence to practice and the heart* They must be un- 
folded gradually, and with a strict attention to the 
abilities and temperament of the child ; and special 
care must be taken, that by God's blessing the feel- 
ings shall be properly affected as the understanding 
is informed. 

5. Be on your guard against the little wiles and 
artifices, which children will soon employ to obtain 
their ends* 

It is surprising how ingenioas and adroit they 
will be in this way. They will endeavour to do, as 
mere play, something, which they know to be wrong 
and forbidden ; and to put you off, by a laugh and a 
Jest, when you require them to acknowledge that they 
have done wrong. These little tricks lead to much 
evil. They undermine sincerity and simplicity of 
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character ; and instead of being amused by them, as 
is often the case, a parent should view them with 
concern, and in that spirit carefully repress them. 
It is a good general rule in early youth, that nothing 
shall be said or done in jest which would be wrong 
if in earnest. More latitude may be allowed to those 
who are grown up : but children cannot so easily dis- 
criminate between what is innocent in jests, and what 
is not; and if they could, they have not sufficient 
steadiness of principle, and sufficient self-conamand, 
to confine themselves within the proper bounds, when 
suffered in their moments of gaiety to approach the 
brink of what is wrong. It is of the greatest possi- 
ble importance to preserve the mind from the taint 
of cunning and deceit ; and therefore we ought to be 
more anxious to avoid doing too little than too much 
to secure this point. Simplicity and integrity of 
character, the great foundation of every thing good, 
depend upon it. 

6. Do all you can to secure a consistency of sys« 
tern in the management of your children. 

It is quite apparent how indispensable it is that 
the father and mother should at least not counteract 
each other. If they do not and cannot think alike on 
the subject of education, by mutual concessions and 
accommodations they should pursue a similar plan 
with their children. Grievous are the consequences 
when they proceed differently. The children pre- 
sume to erect themselves into judges between their 
parents : they play off one against the other. Not 
only one parent sinks in their esteem, but they 
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often lose respect for both, and are disobedient Lo 
both. Thus the Fifth Commandment is habitually 
broken ; and bad principles and bad habits are as 
likely to be established by education in a young 
family, so circumstanced, as good ones* — Let mc 
intreat parents to shun this fatal rock. If one of 
them is conscious that the other is best qualified for 
the work of education, let such parent be disposed 
to yield points as far as duty will allow, and to 
strengthen the hands of the other. And even the 
other, instead of presuming on superior ability ia 
this line, and carrying matters with a high band, and 
peremptorily insisting on points respecting which 
/Ihere may be a difference of opinion between them,, 
should proceed with as much accommodation as caa 
be made consistent with duty ; and where a point 
cannot be yielded, still the suaviUr in modo* should 
be practised with peculiar care, and the necessary 
duty performed in a way as little grating and offen« 
sive to the parent, who disapproves, as may be. 
Let the more enlightened parent recollect, that ail 
indifferent plan of education, in which parents har- 
moniously join, will generally answer much better 
than a superior one respecting which they difier. 
Besides, by kind accommodations, the misjudging 
parent is often won by degrees to see things in a 
more just light, and to acquiesce in a better system. 
Where both parents act on principle, and refer to 
the Bible as their standard, and do not interpret it 
in a very different Way, a degree of accordance, 

* 51ild and ple&iaot. 
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which will answer tolerably well for practical pur- 
poses, may reasonably be expected. The greatest 
difficulty arises when one of the parents does not act 
on principle, or refers, substantially, to a different 
standard from the other. Even in these distressing 
cases, the suaviter in modo,* on a true christian foun- 
dation, will do wonders* It often disarms hostility 
and counteraction, and leaves the young family very 
much in the hands of the parent best qualified to ed- 
ucate it. And 1 fully believe, from personal obser- 
vation, that the divine blessing rests in an uncommon 
degree on the labours of a christian parent so unhap- 
pily circumstanced, and fruits follow excellent and 
abundant beyond all human expectation. With what 
pleasure have I seen a majority of the young mem- 
bers of a family, most lamentably exposed to tempt- 
ation by one parent, snatched out of the fire, as it 
were, by the pious and constant, but meek and unas- 
suming, labours of the other! 

In families where the parents proceed harmoni- 
ously and well in the work of education, their plan 
is often lamentably counteracted in the nursery or 
the school room. If the children are indulged there 
in bad tempers and habits ; and still more if they 
there meet with bad examples ; with passion, or 
pride, or deceit, or a love of ease and luxury ; all 
which is done in the parlour may be undone, and 
perhaps more than undone ; and notwithstanding all 
the efforts of the parents, the progress of the child 
may be not in good, but in evil. Even on the most 

* A gentle and accommodatiQ^ maotier. 
5* 
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iavourable supposition, the fruits produced by tiic 
exertions of the parents, under such circumstances, 
will be scanty and crude. The bias of nature will 
be so in favour of what is wrong, and so against what 
is right, that, if divine grace did not wonderfully faL- 
▼our the exertions of true piety in education, the task 
of the parents would be hopeless. How carefully, 
then, should nurses and others, who have the care of 
children, be selected ! And how attentively should 
the course of things in the nursery and the school- 
room be watched and regulated ! To this end, the 
nurse or the governess should be impressed with a 
sense of the very high importance which the parent 
attaches to good tempers and good habits ; to which 
must be added, good principles, if the child is old 
enough to uncjerstand them. But it will by no means 
be sufficient to endeavour to make this impression by 
general declarations. It must be made in detail and 
by example, and with a persevering, but not a har- 
assing, recurrence to those points which seem to be 
not sufficiently understood, or not properly carried 
into practice. The vigilant eye of the parent will 
always be wanted to keep things in a right course, 
as well as to put them into it at first. It must be 
laid down as a principle, that nothing must be con- 
cealed by the child. That vile maxim against tell- 
ing tales out of school (vile, when employed to keep 
parents in ignorance,) must be utterly proscribed ; 
and openness and confidence must be zealously cul- 
tivated, both in the child and in those who have the 
charge of him* But the parents must n«t trust to 
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being informed of every thing important to be known. 
Tbey must delicately, but effectually, make the requi- 
site inquiries ; and also take care by personal in- 
spection (conducted, however, with kindness and del- 
icacy to the nurse or the governess) to ascertain the 
real state of things. But, with all that can be done, 
it will seldom be found possible to put the manage- 
ment of children in the nursery on a truly good foot- 
ing* The class of persons to be employed is so ill- 
educated and unenlightened, and such of them as are 
pious are generally so injudicious, that not only the 
plan of the parent with the child will scarcely ever 
be even tolerably maintained when the child is out of 
his sight, but positive and serious evils will be pro- 
duced and cherished. It is highly important, there* 
fore, that the child should be as much with the parent 
as circumstances will permit. Every hour in the so- 
ciety of a parent who understands education, and 
pays proper attention to it, is an hour gained to moral 
improvement, and (as far at least as regards children 
yet in the nursery) is too often an hour redeemed from 
what is far from deserving that appellation. In what- 
ever way the child is employed, whether in talking 
or playing, a moral lesson may be instilled, moral 
habits may be encouraged, and bad ones repressed : 
the parent will continually be obtaining a greater in- 
sight into the child's character, and the child greater 
affection for its parent. Thus good will be doing, 
and a foundation laying for still greater good. In- 
deed, God seems to me to afford no slight ground for 
presuming that children should be much with their 
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parents, by making the society of each so pleasant 
to the other, where the parent performs his part as 
he ought, and the child has not been spoifed by ex- 
cessive indulgence in some other quarter. But the 
evidence of his will, which arises firom (he benefit 
resulting to the child, and also, I believe, to the par- 
ent, from this intercourse, is irrefragable and deci- 
sive. 

It often happens, however, that there is an incon- 
sistency in education more to be deplored than any 
which has yet been mentioned ; — this is the inconsist- 
ency of the parent with himself. The author of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews, contrasting the correction 
employed by parents with that used by the Almigh- 
ty in his government of his true servants, says: 
** They " (the parents) " verily for a few days chas- 
" tened us after their own pleasure,* but he for our 
" profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness." 
\yhat a picture is this ! God the Sovereign Propri- 
etor of all his creatures, invariably pursues the good 
of those whom he deigns to call his -sons, in all the 
discipline to which he subjects them ; while man, 
who can call nothing his own, who is a mere trustee 
under the Almighty, who, in his conduct towards his 

* A friend has iotimated, that the Greek phrase, translated 
**• after their own pleasure," would be better rendered " as 
<< they thought fitting." If the latter be the real import of the 
original, the passage will not form so broad a foundation for my 
observations as if it were that given in .our translation. But 
however this may be, I am convinced that the extent of the evil 
pointed out in them is but too fully proved by fact and experi- 
ence. 
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children, should always bear in mind that both they 
and he are bought with a price, and that not his own. 
gratification, but the will of God, should be his rule 
in all he does as a father, — man presumes to forget 
bis imperious duties in education, and to make it his 
object to please himself rather that his sovereign 
Lord ! If we did not continually see the fact, we 
should not believe it possible that the work of edu- 
cation would be so often carried on under the su- 
preme influence of selfishness* His own ease and 
convenience, and the indulgence of his own feeling: 
and humour, frequently seem to engage a father's 
first attention in his proceedings with his children ^ 
and, except in striking cases, which oblige him, as 
it were, to depart from so lax a system, the good o£ 
the child is clearly made, in practice, though not in^ 
theory, a secondary object : so true is the descrip« 
tionofthe Apostle — ^he proceeds according to his 
own pleasure, rather than for the profit of his chil- 
dren. When education is not conducted so very ill, 
and the good of the child is generally the main ob* 
ject of the parent, and his own inclinations are geii' 
erally made to bend to it ; yet, in many families, this 
general course is subject to most numerous and 
grievous exceptions. When the stimulus to self-grat- 
ification is strong, the parent yields to it^ the rules of 
good education are violated, and the child cannot but 
be injured. The injury (unless God avert it) will 
be in proportion to the extent of this fault. Some 
portion of it is found in all parents ; but I am speak- 
ing not of a few thinly scattered instances rarely oc- 
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curring, such as must be expected from so weak a 
creature as man even in bis best estate, but of its 
more frequent and glaring recurrence, to the serious 
interruption of a good system of education. 

Now it is clear that this fault, in whatever degree 
it may exist, is an enemy to consistency of conduct. 
As it proceeds from the parent yielding to a different 
motive from that which ought to actuate him, and 
sometimes at least does actuate him, when with his 
children ; this new motive must lead to different re- 
sults from those which would flow from the other, 
and produce inconsistency. But this is by no means 
all. A man with whom self-gratification is a leading 
motive, is inconsistent with himself. He will con- 
duct himself towards his child according to his pres- 
ent humour. One hour he will be indulgent, and the 
r^ext severe : at one time he will allow his child to 
do things, which at another he will forbid. The 
child also will find out that he can carry points by 
management ; by making his request when the par- 
ent is in a yielding humour, or by bringing him into 
such a humour by coaxing and wheedling, or by 
overcoming his objections by importunity. Incon- 
sistency must be the consequence : and an inconsis- 
tency the more to be deplored, because it will be 
connected with a failure in respect for the parent 
who is the author of it, and with the practice of cun- 
ning and art in the child, — habits of mind most ad- 
verse to all that is good. 

The very high importance of consistency must 
be apparent to all. Will children be likely ta value 




t*j 



09 

good principles as they ought, when their parents 
do not steadily act upon them, and enforce them ? 
Will good habits be rooted and fixed in the child, 
when he is allowed at times to indulge in the oppo- 
site bad ones ? Will he be led to see the beauty of 
holiness of heart, and of holy conduct, when he is 
allowed at times to taste the sweets of sin (for every 
ftiult is a sin) from which he ought to be weaned, 
and when he finds his own self-indulgence sanction- 
ed by the self-indulgence of his parent ? ^^ The 
*^ ways of religion are ways of pleasantness, and all 
'^ her paths are peace \^^ but to those only who 
steadily walk in them. They have no charms for 
those whose conduct is marked by frequent or gross 
inconsistencies. 

7. Spend much time with your children ; encour- 
age them to be free before you ; and carefully study 
their characters. 

For what is education ? It is cooperating with 
the Divine Spirit in forming the mind and changing 
the heart of an immortal being, whose nature is ex- 
tremely complex, by no means easily understood, 
and difi*ering greatly in different individuals; in all, 
however, weak and corrupt, and averse to the change 
to be wrought in it. Is it possible to doubt, that 
what is above recommended must be necessary in 
this work ? Can too great pains be taken where so 
much is at stake ? Can success be rationally ex- 
pected« unless great pains are taken, and your la- 
bours are enlightened and judicious ? And can you 
flatter yourself that you take due pains, or that your 
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labours will have a proper direction, if you give little 
time to your arduous task, and do not employ prop* 
er means for becoming well acquainted with the 
characters of your children ? 

It is wonderful that a parent can hope to be an 
effectual instrument under divine Grace, in leading 
his children from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, by proceeding in the way 
in which religious education is often conducted. Is 
it not generally true, that even in religious families, 
more thought, and care, and time are employed in 
teaching children to read, than in teaching and per- 
suading them, by God's help, to be real Christians ? 
The father sees but little of those who are young, 
and much less than is desirable of such as are older. 
The first he considers as scarcely at all under his 
care; and though he probably gives some instruc- 
tions to the latter, they are commonly such as are 
more calculated to enlarge their knowledge, and 
improve their understandings, than to regulate their 
•dispositions, and make them new creatures* His 
avocations often are such as to make it impossible 
for him to be a great deal with his children ; but he 
generally might be much more with them than he is ; 
and, when with them, might employ the time much 
more usefully for the promotion of their best inter- 
ests than he does. It often happens that they are 
under a degree of restraint in his presence, which, 
added to the little time he spends with them, pre- 
vents his obtaining a deep insight into their charac- 
ters: and, therefore, either many .evils escape his 
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notice, or he adopts some wrong mode of correcting 
tbem ; and many a tender germ of good passes un- 
observed, and withers for want of his fostering care. 
The mother is much more with her children, but 
generally, I think, not so much as she ought to be. 
This is the more to be lamented, because women 
are admirably fitted for training their offspring in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord* They have 
a remarkably quick insight into character ; and a 
warmth of affection, a tenderness and a delicacy, 
which win the affection of others, and enable them 
to correct faults without giving offence, and to pre« 
sent christian principles and virtues to their children 
in their most amiable form. I believe that there has 
seldom been a man who had a good and amiable 
mother, that has not in after life looked back on her 
instructions and example with reverence and delight. 
Cowper's admirable little poem, on viewing his mo- 
ther's picture, touches the hearts of all of us, because 
it describes scenes and feelings dear to every virtu^ 
ous mind ; scenes and feelings of which many of us 
have partaken, and all wish to partake. Every 
hour which a christian mother spends with her chil- 
dren has balm on its wings. She contrives to make 
even their pastimes a moral lesson ; and though she 
cannot (and it is not desirable that she should) make 
their regular lessons a pastime, yet she adapts them 
well to the abilities pf her scholars, accommodates 
them well to times and circumstances, and divests 
them of whatever is oppressive and revolting. To 
mix the pleasant with the useful, is at least as im- 
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portant in education as in poetiy ; but good mothers 
far exceed good poets in that art. Surely, then, a 
mother should be jealous of every thing which keeps 
her from the bosom of her family; — a sphere in 
which she is so gifted to shine, and to be a blessing 
to those most dear to her. How sad it is, when she 
throws away this pure gold for mere dross, by giving 
up those hours to an excess of visiting and company, 
or even of reading, which ought to be spent among 
her children ! And how sad, too, when such high 
powers to train her young charge for Christ and glo- 
ry are not under the guidance of an enlightened judg- 
ment, or receive a wrong direction ! 1 have been 
grieved to see maternal sensibility much more alive to 
the bodily than to the spiritual health of the objects 
of its solicitude: electrified when there was an idea 
that a child had received some slight hurt, but little 
moved while it was contesting a point with a nurse 
or teasing a brother. And I have been much more 
grieved, when I have seen it fall into partiality and 
feivouritism ; or exhaust itself in anxieties about the 
persons of the girls, to the comparative neglect of 
their understandings, and to the great injury of their 
'^ feelings and dispositions ; or employ itself in heap- 

ing on them accomplishments, instead of leading them 
on in useful attainments and christian habits; or 
yielding to the influence of humour or caprice ; or 
(worse than all) giving itself over to a blindness to 
the faults of the objects of its love, and ruining them 
by indulgence and commendation. 

The only plausible excuse which parents, pos- 



aetaiiig health and sufficient time, can make for not 
employing themselves actively in the education of 
their children is, that they put them into hands more 
iit for that task. This may be a good reason for 
sending boys, after a certain age, to school, or to a 
tutor ; though still, even in their case, much remains 
to be done by parents. Waving, however, the con- 
sideration of this part of the subject, the excuse which 
has been mentioned does not appear to me admissi- 
ble, under any common circumstances, in the case 
of girls and of younger boys. Of these, the parents 
are certainly the natural guides and instructors. By 
long knowledge of their offspring, by their just title 
to respect as parents, and by affections and sympa- 
thies on both sides, they are fitted for this task far 
better than strangers can be. And if they suffer 
these great instruments of good to be lost or pervert- 
ed to evil : or if they fail to qualify themselves for 
their task by obtaining other requisites, and by al* 
loting to it sufficient time and thought, and takuig 
due care and pains i they must be answerable to 
God. They may, with much propriety, call in as- 
sistance, especially in the mechanical parts of edu- 
cation ; but should always consider themselves as 
keeping the higher branches, which respect the priii- 
ciples, dispositions, and habits, chiefly in their own 
handsm Can they entrust tlbese to nursemaids ? They 
must certainly answer. No ! Or to governesses ? 
These, in general, are but ill qualified to undertake 
this most important part of education. Besides, be- 
ing extremely inferior to the parents in the points 
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labours will have a proper direction, if you give little 
time to your arduous task, and do not employ prop* 
er means for becoming well acquainted with the 
characters of your children ? 

It is wonderful that a parent can hope to be an 
effectual instrument under divine Grace, in leading 
his children from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, by proceeding in the way 
in which religious education is often conducted. Is 
it not generally true, that even in religious families, 
more thought, and care, and time are employed in 
teaching children to read, than in teaching and per- 
suading them, by God's help, to be real Christians 2 
The father sees but little pf those who are young, 
and much less than is desirable of such as are older. 
The first he considers as scarcely at all under his 
care ; and though he probably gives some instruc- 
tions to the latter, they are commonly such as are 
more Calculated to enlarge their knowledge, and 
improve their understandings, than to regulate their 
.dispositions, and make (hem new creatures* His 
avocations often are such as to make it impossible 
for him to be a great deal with his children ; but he 
generally might be much more with them than he is ; 
and, when with them, might employ the time much 
more usefully for the promotion of their best inter- 
ests than he does. It often happens that they are 
under a degree of restraint in his presence, which, 
added to the little time he spends with them, pre- 
vents his obtaining a deep insight into their charac- 
ters : and, therefore, either many evils escape his 
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CHAP. ir. 

The Pmoi between tt ChUtTs Beginning to read and g^-^ 
ing to Si^ool : — its Importance. — 2^ Objects of Edu^ 
cation^ and their relative Value. — Commencement of 
Instruction in Reading.-^Rousseau >^Mdueation a Dis^ 
cipline.'^Choice of Books^^^^Toms andJirtictUations.^-^ 
Gxreinthe Useofrdigious Books :^Mection of th$m^ 
^'CateMsms. 

During the period between' a child^^ first beginning 
to read &nd the time of bi» going to school, the mind 
becomes capable of mc^re contkiued and systematic 
instruction. Its powers expand and acquire a degree 
ef firmness r and a far more regular foundation may 
be laid for the opinions^ di^ositions, and habits^ 
which ought to predominate in mature age. That 
wondrous being, man, displaying so many marks of 
his high origin, as well a& of his deplorable fall ;; 
whose astonishing progress in knowtedge, when his^ 
powers are cultivated, and' whose more astonishing; 
capabilities of knowledge, clearly point him out as^ 
destined to a more exalted state^f being ; and whose 
no less astonishing progress in good or in evil, and: 
further capabilities of both according to the course 
he takes, afibrd clear indications that that fixture state 
will be one of righteous retribution, eminently bless- 
ed or eminently wretched : — that wondrous being, 
at an eariy age, receives impressions which sink deep 
into bil^ as yet soft and yielding.nature, and acqufres 
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habits which take such firm hold of that nature, as 
almost to become part of it. With what anxious 
care, then, should this springtime of life be employed 
in preparations for the future harvest ! If there be 
not a harvest of good, there must be one of evil. 
The heavenly sickle will most assuredly, in due 
t.une, gather either the one or the other: and then 
with what unspeakable joy or grief will parents look 
back on their conduct towards their offspring during 
the years of early childhood ! 

There is a further consideration, which, in the 
case of boys, adds extremely to the importance of 
parental exertions in education during' the jFeriod in 
question. On its expiration, they usually leave their 
father's house, never afterwards, during the whole 
course of their education^ to spend in it any very 
large portion of their time. And whither do they 
go ? To school, whc^ they are surrounded by new 
companions, and fiAd in abundance new sentiments, 
new habits, and new temptations. Their parents 
are no longer at hand ; and it is impossible for the 
master to afford them tie protection which parents 
can ^fford against the inroads of folly and vice, es* 
peciaUy out of school hours. His time is too much 
occupied, and bis family is too numerous to admit of 
close personal attention to his individual scholars, 
in their general manners and habits. If they enter 
this new world without decidedly good principles, 
and corresponding conduct of some continuance^ 
what is to be expected ? Can it be rationally hoped 
that they will resist their own natural bias to evil. 
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Stimulated, as it will be, by bad example and false 
shame ? If the father sees, on his son's return home 
for the holidays, a change. which shocks him, (though 
parental partiality will often make him in a great 
measure blind to that which is apparent to others^) 
how is he to remedy the evil ? He will exert himself 
during the boy's continuance at home. But that is 
short: and to be followed by a much longer period 
during which his son will be again exposed to the 
same temptations which he was before too weak to 
resist; — temptations now more formidable from not 
having been resisted* The parent will engage the 
master to counteract the evils he deplores ; but the 
master, whatever, m^y be his ability and good inten- 
tions, cannot perform impossibilities, nor, if the num* 
ber of his pupils is not extremely small, give the time 
and attention to the case of this one boy which it 
would probably require. Supposing, however, his en- 
gagements to admit of his executing this task effec- 
tually, I confess I should be apprehensive that he 
will very rarely be found disposed to do so. His af- 
fection for the child cannot be expected to be that 
of a parent, and therefore he will genierally be found 
deficient in the delicate arid unceasing duties of an 
office which requires all the tender solicitude that 
flows from parental affection. The father also writes 
frequently to his. son. Letters, in such a case, are a 
very inadequate substitute forx)ccular inspection and 
viva voce* admonition. Perhaps, however, he adopts 
what he deems the most efficacious measure, and 

* Admooition by word of movtli. 



-sends bis boy to anotber school* k there not rea- 
son to fear that the new school will have its own pe- 
culiar disadvantages ? But supposing it to introduce^ 
bim to no new evils, is there any valid reason to hope 
that it will furnish a radical cure for the old mis* 
chiefs ? God's grace can do every thing ^ and his 
mercy often effects more than we can ask or think ; but 
I cannot avoid k>oking upon the prospect of a par« 
cnt, whose child has not taken to seheol with him a 
good foundation of religious principles and habits,, 
and enters on bad courses there,. as* very gloomy and 
discouraging^. 

Enough, I hope*,, has been said on the vast impor«> 
tance of making the best use of that period in edu-^ 
cation which is now under review. How is this 
purpose to be effected ? Without presuming to give 
a full answer to that momentous inquiry, 1 will offer 
some practical observations on the subject. 

First, then, in taking a christian view of the ob- 
jects of education^ there can be no doubt that the 
irst is to instil and cherish, in dependance on the 
divine blessing, true religion, both in the soul and 
in the daily and hourly habits of life ;. and the se- 
cond, to convey generaf knowIe<%e, and form the 
mind and the manners^ These objects are in no 
small degree coincident each with the other. Noth- 
ing is so conducive to whatever things are lovely^ 
of good report^ virtuous^ and praisewordiy in the va- 
rious walks and stations of life, as' a heart renewed 
by the Holy Spirit, and a demeanour corresponding 
with such a lenewaL But, so far as they are dis-^ 
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tinct, the first has a decided pre-eminence. Happy 
is it when in piractice it meets with the superior care, 
attention, and solicitude, which in theory is readily 
allowed to be its due ! Partly from causes whidd 
have been pointed out, and partly from the example 
of that Tast majority of mankind which has not true 
religion really at heart, even christian j^arents are 
apt to slide into a system of education, if not direct- 
ly opposed to the foregoing principle, yet certainly 
one which, in the opinion of St. Peter, or St. Paul, 
wopld be thought too nearly approaching to ^^ the 
course of this world.^' Let it be strongly borne in 
mind, that if we do not set out with a just and dis- 
tinct view of our objects in the management of our 
children ; and if we do not continually try otur prac- 
tice by our principles, and use vigorous and unceas* 
ing endeavours to keep it up to their standard, the 
stream will be poisoned at the very fountain, and we 
shall have cause to deplore the consequences. 
* An attention to the relative importance of the ob- 
jects in education, is necessary, even in the very first 
step to be taken by a parent in the period under 
consideration. He must determine at what age it 
will be best to begin to teach his child to read. 
Were he to make mere progress in reading his chief 
concern, I am by no means certain that he might not 
defer the commencement of his instructions a year 
or two longer than is desirable, if he considers the 
acquisition of good habits as of still greater impor- 
tance, and to be greatly promoted by calling a child 
to the obedience, attention, patience, self-denial, and 
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other good habits which be must practise, in acquir- 
ing the first rudiments of reading* . However, the 
weakness and volatility of the little scholar, and the 
great repugnancy of our nature to exchange ease 
and play for restraint and toil, must be borne in mind* 
But little must be put upon him. For a time, atten- 
tion must be required for more than a very few min- 
utes, and that not more than once or twice a day. 
But what is done, be it ever so little, should be done 
With a regular ^im at correctness* ^^ A little and 
well,^' should be the teacher's motto* Above aU, 
the utmost endeavours, consistent with sober and 
■ound instruction, must be used to sweeten the la- 
bour, and not only to prevent bad tempers, but to 
foster every thing good and amiable. Times must 
be chosen for lessons, when no particular cause ese- 
ists for ill humour or impatience ; and whatever is 
likely to excite such tempers must be kept out of 
the way. If any thing unexpectedly occurs to make 
the child greatly wish for an earlier release than 
usual, it will be generally right to induce him more 
or less, according to circumstances, in this point, if 
he has been tolerably good in his lesson ; and even 
when he has not, and it is impossible to speak of the 
fovour as in any degree the £puit of his good con- 
duct, — or if from any other cause, from bad temper, 
for instance, it is doubtful whether he is in a state to 
go on properly with his reading, — it will usually be 
best to stop the lesson. But for obvious reasons he 
must not, in the latter case, be treated with indul- 
gence, but made to feel that he has been an offender 
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by some little restraint or privation, and, above all, 
by a suitable conversation on the subject. A deli* 
cacy of management is requisite on these occasions* 
They call not only for a due appreciation of their irn-* 
portance, but for sagacity, thought, lively and well- 
poised feelings, self-command, and active and sound 
principle in the parent* In most of these requisites 
mothers far exceed fisithers. Let this consideration, 
while it gives confidence and vigour to the exertions 
of the mother, also point out to her the extent of her 
criminality, if she fail to make a good use of a talent 
bestowed upon her for the benefit of her offspring ; 
and let it impress on the father the necessity of using 
double diligence in qualifying himself for the dis« 
charge of his parental duties, than which none can 
be more clearly indispensable or more sacred. 

As the child becomes rather older, and a little 
habituated to his business, his lessons will naturally 
be increased both in lengdi and in frequency. Less 
care will be requisite in choosing the time for them ; 
and after a while that care will cease, and the school 
hours will be stated and determinate : less weight 
will be given to obstacles in the way of proceeding 
with a lesson ; and in all points more regularity, 
more self-possession, more voluntary exertion, and 
longer and stricter attention will be expected from 
him. I would, however, caution parents against 
looking for a rapid or uninterrupted change in these 
respects. They will so much wish for such a change, 
both for the sake of their scholar, and to lighten their 
own burthen as teachers, that they will be under a 
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great temptation to expect it, and to be somewhat 
impatient and harsh when disappointed. This state 
of mind in parents will be very prejudicial to both 
parties ; and unless there be a timely consciousness 
of error, and a recurrence to a better course, the 
most disastrous consequences will follow. The 
bonds of affection will be loosened, the confidence 
pf the child will be lost ; and he will be led to feel 
towards his parent as a severe master, instead of a 
wise and tender friend, armed indeed by the Al- 
mighty with extraordinary power, but always unwil- 
ling to use it, and effecting his purposes, if possible, 
by the most mild and gentle means. In truth, it is 
highly unreasonable to expect little creatures to make 
a regular and rapid improvement in their reading. 
Such an improvement may now and then take place ; 
but in general the change will be very gradual, and 
subject to great fluctuations. For a time, a child 
inay make great progress, then suddenly appear to 
make none at all, or even to retrograde. Surely, 
this is very natural in a little being come into the 
world with a strong disposition to please itself, rath- 
er than to do its duty ; and ready to be impatient 
and fretful and self-willed, when thwarted in if s wish- 
es ; and with mental powers but just opening, and 
habits, if on the whole good, yet very new and im- 
perfect, and affording no security against the sudden 
inroads of temptation. I have often seen parents so 
highly unreasonable as to treat evils of this kind as 
if they were quite extraordinary, or almost intolera- 
ble, and such as call for expressions of dissatisfac- 



'■* 



' i. 



79 

tioDy and a severity of treatment, not at all to be vin- 
dicated ; and the course they liave pursued, in addi- 
tion to other bad consequences, has often tended to 
aggravate the very evi] they so irrationally deplore 
and treat in so injudicious, not to say in so unchris- 
tian a manner. Undoubtedly such faults are to be 
counteracted ; but by moderate measures, unaccom** 
panied by anger or discontent in the parent, and not 
habitually harassing to the child, or likely to make 
him hate reading, and dread the lesson-hour, and, 
worse than all, likely to alienate his affections from 
his natural protector and guide. 

What has been said will shew, that though a warm 
advocate for mildness, temperance, and forbearance 
in education, I am no friend to Rousseau^s plan, or 
those, built on the same foundation, which have been 
proposed by others. 1 shall not stop to speak of 
such plans at any length, because I do not believe 
they now receive much countenance among those 
who are likely to read these observations, and shall 
only say, that they are founded on not merely an er- 
roneous view of human nature, but on a view the ve- 
ry reverse of that given of it in the Scriptures ; ahd 
that in their operation they are calculated to set aside 
the christian system, and to steel the mind against 
it. What can be more false and mischievous than 
to represent, and treat man as a creature disposed 
of himself to act rightly, and to cultivate every good 
disposition, if he be but preserved from being spoil- 
ed by priests and pedants, and be put in the way to 
see, by the established order of things in the world, 
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that virtue will best promote his happiness ! Had 
this been agreeable to truth, since man confessedly 
wishes to be happy, we should have seen virtue 
clearly predominant among men, if not universal ; 
and vice merely an exception to the general state 
of things. It is true, that God, in his wisdom and 
mercy, has so ordered things, that virtue does pro* 
mote happiness, and vice leads to misery, even in 
this world. At least this is the strong tendency of 
things ; and it is very important to point out this 
truth to children, and to accustom them to feel it in 
the common occurrences of life. Doubtless, the 
writers under consideration have ingenious devices 
for effecting this object : devices, however, in which 
there is by far too much address and management to 
suit my taste. I should be very apprehensive, that 
placing a child in the midst of so artificial a system 
was a bad introduction to the sincerity and godly 
simplicity of the Gospel. But if this objection were 
unfounded ; if these devices were ipa innocent and 
useful as they are ingenious ; still as to adopt the 
system of such writers, as a whole, would be most 
ruinous, so to recommend their works, without great 
circumspection, to those around us, is, in my opin- 
ion, highly dangerous. I bave thought some good 
people very unguarded on this point. Such a re- 
commendation is^ in fact, a recommendation of poi- 
son, for the sake of the virtues that, by a chemical 
process, may be extracted from it. But in the cases to 
which I allude there has been no due caution against 
the deleterious qualities of the poison, and no due 
consideration whether those to whom the recommen** 
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dation was given had any competent skill in christian 
chemistry. 

According to a just view of human nature, wheth- 
er derived from religion, from observation, or from 
history, in education it cannot be left to the choice 
of the child, what he will learn, and when he will 
learn it. Education cannot by any means be reduc- 
ed to a sort of play ; but it must be a discipline up- 
held by parental authority, mild indeed, and gentle 
in its exercise, and sweetened by affection, but &till 
a discipline ; having for its object, in humble depend- 
ence on the divine blessing, the conducting of an im- 
mortal creature, in the first stage of its existence, from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, 
Its great business must necessarily be the counter- 
acting of the natural bent of the mtnd to evil, and 
the instilling and fostering, under the guidance and 
by the help of the Holy Spirit, of a new nature, the 
very reverse of that which we all bring into the world. 
How can this be effected on the plan of Rousseau or 
his followers ? -Jt is plainly impossible ; and the ati 
tempt would only increase the evils which education 
should remedy, and fill the mind with fascinating, but 
deadly errors, which it would be very difficult after- 
wards to eradicate. 

The ends of education are to be attained partly 
by regular lessons, and partly by attention to the 
child out of school hours. 

With respect to lessons, I have already made 
some remarks, and now proceed to offer others. 

It is important that the lesson should be learnt 
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in the presence of the teacher for some years after 
reading commences. A young child is too thought- 
less, and has too little self-command, to be left by 
himself, while he learns a lesson. His time will 
probably be misspent, and the lesson will accustom 
himself to trifle over his book ; and what is more im- 
portant, he will fall into a habit of omitting what he 
knows he ought to do, which will naturally be extend- 
ed to other branches of duty ; and this failure will, 
in all probability, lead to another and a worse evil, 
namely, that of making disingenuous excuses, and 
even of telling direct lies, in order to avoid punish- 
ment. 

Another circumstance, nearly allied to the fore- 
going, deserves attention. A parent should be ready, 
if possible, to hear a child's lesson as soon as he of- 
fers to say it. It is not uncommon with teachers to 
make their scholars wait as long as suits their own 
convenience, and expect them to be getting their 
lessons better during this delay. Such expectation 
is not at all rational, and will almost-always be dis- 
appointed. It is not easy to induce a child to attend 
to his lesson, even when he is convinced of the im- 
possibility of saying it unless he gives his attention. 
But to expect continued attention from him to the 
study of a lesson in which he thinks himself already 
perfect ; to expect that he will bestow on the lesson 
time and labour which appear to him superfluous, 
and proceed in the same dull round of getting and 
getting what he thinks he can say already : this sure- 
ly is absurd. Is it not also an offence against that 
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law of love, which, while it demands an attention to 
the feelings, and a condescension to the weaknesses 
of all mankind, lays us under a peculiar and more 
I»'essing obligation to consult the happiness of our 
children, and forbids us to expect to occupy the 
place we ought in their affection, and confidence, if 
we will not obey its dictates ? An unnecessary-delay 
in hearing lessons must tend not only to disgust the 
scholar, but to add to the labours of the teacher, wbc^ 
will generally find thai a lesson which would have 
been said ten minutes before with good humour and 
alacrity, is now^ either not said at all, or said io an 
imperfect manner, and with weariness and dissatis- 
faction. Where there are several schohrs^ it will 
be difficult entirely to avoid this evil; but by good 
management it may be brought within such narrow 
bounds as. not to be formidable. When children be- 
come somewhat older, say eight or nine^ they may 
bear waiting for a short time till a teacher is ready ; 
and,^ under proper guards against attendant evils, k 
may sometimes i>e even a useful discipHne. 

Something will shortly be said as to religious 
book^ With respect to others^ there is ample 
choice of proper ones ;- but there is a still greater 
number of such as are improper* Those ought to 
be selected which are not so easy as to require little 
if any^ mental exertioa, nor sa difiicult as to be ne* 
cessarily a burthen ; which wiU be- interesting to the 
ehild, but- not frivokms or absurd, or bearing a re« 
semblance tp novels ;: which convey useful instruc'^ 
tion, and which harmonize with^good principle^.. ■ 
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Little children are apt to contract unnatural tones 
in reading, and also a low, indistinct, and muttering 
articulation. A teacher must guard against these 
f vils. The latter is best prevented by placing the 
scholar first at a little distance, and by degrees at a 
greater, till he and his instructor, each having a book, 
are removed several yards asunder. As the bad ar- 
ticulation usually arises from their being close togeth- 
er, and poring over the same book, so it is prevented 
by changing that system. The only objection to the 
jpourse I propose is the interruption to other scholars 
who are getting lessons, by the loud voice of the one 
Xiho is engaged with the teacher* In some cases, 
this may be so great an evil as to make that course 
unadvisable : in others, a little ingenuity in arrange- 
ment will be necessary to make it practicable ; and 
this will be cheerfully employed, if its benefits are 
properly appreciated. Of course, it cannot be adopt- 
ed until the time is arrived when the teacher is no 
longer obliged to point to the letter or word to be 
read by the scholar. 

With respect to books of a strictly religious de- 
«kCription, some further remarks are necessary. In 
using such books, care should be taken to keep their 
great object constantly in view. It would be a de- 
secration of the awful subject to use a book of thift 
kind entirely, or even principally, for the purpose of 
teaching a child to read. Such a proceeding would 
be somewhat like employing a church for some com- 
mon worldly purpose. It is of high importance, that 
religion should always wear her holy garb, and that 
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the youthful mind should never approach her but with 
the sentiments which she ought to inspire. Whatev* 
er tends to dissociate her from such sentiments ; to 
habituate children to hear her truths, or use her lan- 
guage, without such sentiments, does them an injury 
which it may be very difficult to repair. To speak 
of God, his word, or his will, without holy reverence, 
is, I conceive, repugnant to the spirit of the Third 
G>mmandment, and therefore a breach of it : and 
that reverence will not be maintained, if books on 
such subjects are taken up when religiouis improve- 
ment is not the leading object* 

If this be so, let parents' beware of using such 
books merely as vehicles even of religious knowl- 
edge. Religious knowledge, without religious dispo- 
sitions, will not impress the mind with reverence* 
The head may be stored ; but when the heart remains 
cold, divine truth not only fails to produce the effect 
intended by it, but the mind is gradually hardened 
against right impressions at a future time. To hear 
solemn truths, without feeling them, grows into a hab* 
it. <jrod forbid that any approach to so awful a state 
fihoUld .be contemplated with indifference ! We all 
know how tremendous it is, as exhibited in the ca^e 
of some loud, but hollow professors of religion. We 
also may have seen or heard of instances of desper- 
ate obduracy in persons who have grown old in as- 
sisting in the outward services of religion, without 
yielding to its power. How attentive, then, should 
parents be to the frame of their own minds, and how 
desirous of promoting^a devout spirit in those of their 
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children, when the reading or conversation is on re« 
ligious subjects ! Let them endeavour to make it a 
holy exercise to both parties. Let them endeavour 
to exclude a curious, or a cavilling, or a controver- 
Bial, no less than a formal spirit, in the little beings to 
whom they are opening the heavenly path. Let them 
be quite in earnest in making their lessons, lessons 
of humility, reverence, modesty, devotedness to God, 
and trust in him, and love of him, as well as lessons 
of religious truth. Then with the divine blessing, 
will a beautiful harmony exist between the head and 
the heart. Then will parents have the highest grati- 
fication which they can enjoy as parents ; that of 
seeing their charge make sensible progress towards 
perfect men and women in Christ, and grow in fa- 
vour both with God and man. 

But among the books to which these remarks 
may apply, the holy Scriptures are beyond compare 
ison pre-eminent. . They never should be approach- 
ed but with deep reverence for the divine Author, and 
a deep sense of their inestimable vahie. When em- 
ployed in reading them, the parent should set an ex- 
ample sometimes of short aspirations to God, (shorty 
simple, and modest, but from the heart,) for his bles- 
sing, and always of a devout spirit ; and the very 
book should be used and preserved with more than 
ordinary care. ' Somewhat of the temper of mind in* 
culcated on Moses, " Put off thy shoes from off thy 
^' feet, for the place whereon thou standest is holy 
^^ ground," should be sought and cherished on such 
occasions. In order the better to instil and preserve 
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a proper reverence for the Bible, I would recommend 
the not beginning to read either the (Md or the New 
Testament with children before their general respect ' 

for religion, and their progress in self-command, af- 
ford reasonable security that they will conduct them- 
selves rightly while so engaged. They should also 
have attained some fecility in reading, that the diffi- 
culties they find in a sentence may not so far occupy 
their attention as not to leave it sufficiently disen* 
gaged for the attaining of the spiritual advantages ' 

which ought to be the great object in view. When * 

they do begin to read the Scriptures, let those parts be 
carefully selected which they can best understand, 
and which are nK)8t likely to interest them ; and let 
the readings always be short, and be held out rather 
as a favour than as a task, and always aa a religious 
duty. 

Perhaps there is no religious book with which 
it is better to begin than Watts^s Hymns for Children. 
They are very simple and attractive, and contain (if 
1 may so say) a body of sound nursery divinity ; and 
this is presented in such a dress as to gratify the im- 
agination, and affect the heart while it informs the un- 
derstanding* Some of these hymns may with great ad- 
vantage be gradually taught to children from the mouth 
of the parent before they can be read. This work , 

may commence even before a child knows his letters. 
It cannot, however, be conducted too tenderly, and 
scarcely too gradually. Very great care should be 
taken not to disgust the little one with that occupa- 
tion. He should never have religion brought before 
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him but with a smiling though a serious aspect ; — 
such an aspect as may invite to a further acquaint- 
ance* These hymns should be carefully explained, 
as they are learned, and in a tone, and with little il- 
lustrations, and with gentle but lively application to 
the experience and conscience of the scholar, all con- 
genial with the spirit of Watts's poetry : and they 
should continue a standing book until all of them 
have been learned and repeated (and never without 
appropriate observations from the parent) two or 
three times over. 

Some short and easy Bible History (as Mrs* 
Trimmer's) is very useful as soon as the child can 
read with tolerable ease. It will convey some gen- 
eral idea of the longer narratives ; and while it will 
furnish useful lessons at the time, and give the par- 
ent a wider range in his illustrations, and in his ap- 
peals to the conduct of others either in the way of 
example or of warning in his incidental conversations 
with the child, it will prepare the way for reading 
the Bible itself at a rather later period with more ad- 
vantage. The different parts of a long historical 
narration, interrupted often by digressions in the sac- 
red volume, will thus be more easily kept in the mem- 
ory so as to form a whole in the child's mind as be 
proceeds. There is another history of the Bible of 
a higher class, which has great merit, and will be 
found extremely useful in its proper season. Its title 
is, '^ The history of the Bible, in familiar Dialogues^ 
*^by a Lady," 4 vols. 13mo. printed for andsold 
by Clardioer^ 19, Frince's Street, Cavendish Square. 
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This is a work which combines solid instruction and 
sound views of religion with that share of dialogue, 
and that ease of manner and style, which are pleas- 
ant to children* Parents are much indebted to the 
authoress* 

As to catechims, it is best to begin with Watts's, 
which are far better calculated for very young chil- 
dren than the admirable one of the Church of Eng- 
land. They should be learnt, like his hymns, very 
gradually, and with explanations and illustrations. 
His first is adapted to a child just beginning to put 
letters together ; and his second to one two or three 
years older. 

To the second will succeed our church catechism. 
It appears to me a sad mistake to make children say 
this by heart, without suitable explanations and re- 
marks from the teacher. When this course is fol- 
lowed (and it is too common,) the child generally 
understands very imperfectly what he is repeating ; 
the repetition, it is to be feared, is accompanied by 
no devotional feelings or self-application ; and as far 
as the child does attend to the sense of what he is 
saying, there is reason to apprehend that the evils 
will accrue which have been already noticed as flow- 
ing from religious truths passing through the mind 
without making religious impressions on the heart* 
To avoid such evils, and to derive from the catechism 
the good it was intended to convey^ it is advisable, 
I think, to divide it into four or five parts : and to 
let one part be said every Sunday (or oftener,) and 
made a groundwork for considerable explanations 
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and illostralions. Questions will be put to the chil- 
dren, to try how far they understand what they have 
been saying, and are acquainted with those parts of 
Scripture which have a close connexion with iL 
Their answers should be kindly elicited, and kindly 
treated. They will often be erroneous, and general- 
ly crude and imperfect ; but instead of being forward 
to find fault, the teacher should give what encourage- 
ment he properly can, and gently, and often indirect- 
ly, correct errors and supply deficiencies by his am* 
plification and illustration of an answer, and by bis 
further questions on the subject. He should not on- 
ly be willing to answer questions himself, but should 
rather invite them ; taking care, however, not to be 
materially drawn away from his object, or led into 
desultory conversation. The whole, on his part, 
should be marked by christian seriousness, attem- 
pered by parental love and condescension. He 
should be 

*^ Much impreued 
*^ Himself, a« cooicioas of his awful charge, 
^* And anxious mainlj that the flock he feeds 
^* Maj feel it too : affectionate b look, 
*^ And tender in address.** 

But care n^ust be taken that the conversation or 
lecture (whichever it may be called) shall not harass 
or agitate, but wear a soft and smiling dress, and 
rather slide gently into the heart than seize and 
appal it. The new situations and circumstances 
which his children respectively have before them, 
with their attendant temptations, wantS; advantages, 
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and duties, will be born« in mind, and have consid* 
crable influence as to the turn he will give to his 
discourse. Tb^y will suggest much information to 
be communicated, much advice, many warnings, and 
much encouragement. 

The parent will also have an eye to the present 
faults and defects of the individuals of his little au- 
dience, and he will now and then openly speak of 
them ; but he will always execute this part of his duty 
with delicacy and tenderness, and qualify what h^ 
says by introducing, when he honestly can, some 
commendation of those whose faults he mentions, 
and always by laying a stress on the means of im- 
provement, and on the grounds of hope that those 
means will be employed. Such a mention of faults 
is useful : but it must be managed with some ad- 
dress, and with a careful attention to the disposition 
of the child ; or it may be revolting, and do mischief, 
especially if other children are present. I have al- 
ways found these catechetical conversations pleas- 
ant to children, and highly beneficial. As the little 
circle becomes older and better informed, on reli- 
gious subjects, the ilhistration and application of the 
several heads will become more extensive, and the 
several divisions of the catechism, as they are re- 
peated in their turns, may be considered as each 
consisting of two parts, which may be alternately the 
subjects of comment. Thus, if the Jirst parts are 
the special objects of attention in one course of these 
lectures, the second parts will be sa in the next 
course ; and the same portion will recur for illustra- 

8 



i..-^'. 



66 

tion only on every eighth or tenth Sunday, or five or 
six times in the year. This plan will afford a pleas* 
ing variety to older pupils, and yet bring each part 
of the catechism sufficiently often under review. I 
usually continue these lectures with my children till 
they are fifteen, or older. 

It may be proper here to introduce some remarks 
on the importance, and on the best means, of fixing 
passages of Scripture in the memory of children. 

I fear it is too common to be satisfied with a less 
intimate acquaintance with the Word of God than 
becomes creatures to whom so inestimable a treasure 
is given. The' Bible is at hand, and is often, per- 
haps is regularly, read. Its different parts are re- 
cognized as old acquaintance on each re-perusal^ 
and they are not passed over without care and atten- 
tion. In this way a foundation is laid, with the di- 
vine blessing, of sound religious knowledge, and of 
solid piety. Still, however, there is often but little 
readiness in producing from memory the very ex- 
pressions of Scripture. There is a wide departure 
from the spirit of the directions given to the Israel- 
ites : — ^' And these words, which I command thee 
^^ this day^ shall be in thine heart ; and thou shalC 
" teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt 
^' talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and 
" when thou walkest by the ^way, and when thou 
^^ liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou 
^^ shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and 
" they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. And 
^^ thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, 
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^ and on thy gates J'* And yet on an ability to 
prodnce the very words of Scripture promptly and 
correctly, from the stores of memory, depends often 
our right and ready application of this our divine 
rule, both in directing our own course through life, 
and in giving useful advice to those about us* Have 
not we all felt the prodigious advantage of an appo- 
site passage of Scripture striking the mind on occa- 
sions when temptation has pressed upon us, or when 
we have doubted as to the course we ought to pur- 
sue ? Nor is the advantage less, when we can sup* 
port our advice to others by the very words of Holy 
Writ. But the benefits resulting from this know- 
ledge of Scripture are by no means confined to such 
occasions. They extend to the general frame of the 
soul, and to its growth in grace ; and, in this point 
of view, are far more important than in any other. 
IVhat a rich treasury for a supply of holy thoughts, 
and for the cultivation of holy afiections, with the 
divine aid, does that man possess, whose mind is 
well stored with the word of God ! To Him " nun^ 
" quam minus solus quam cum solus^^ will be em- 
phatically applicable. No lonely walk will be dull 
to him. Even sleepless hours on his bed will sel- 
dom pass unpleasantly, but will be marked by a 
heavenly calm, if not also by filial joy. How often, 
when thus employed, will he find time slide swiftly 
away, and be surprised to find the morning break on 
him, much sooner than he expected! But these 

• Deut. vi. 6—9. 
t Never less- alone, than when alone, 
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gratifications, though so pure and substantial, are of 
small value compared with the gradual transfonna- 
tion of soul, which, through the divine blessiq-g, will 
accompany them. Perhaps nothing human promotes 
more powerfully a renewal in the divine image, es- 
pecially in persons of active pursuits, than a habit of 
gently dwelling, in hours of solitude and retirement, 
on such portions of the divine word as best suit ex- 
isting circumstances and the existing temper of the 
mind. 

This exercise 

Luxurientia compescet, nimif aspera lana 
Levabit etiitu, virtute carentia toilet.* 

Ail that is within will be pm-ified, harmonised, cheer- 
ed, and elevated; and it is apparent how much a 
frequent recurrence of such an inward frame must 
tend to form a new creature. 

I may have an undue partiality for this mode of 
employing the thoughts in rePigion ; but 1 must say, 
I greatly prefer it to suffering them to roam at will, 
and pour themselves forth in extemporaneous effu- 
.sions. When so let loose, they are apt to be more 
under the guidance of human passions, and are more 
likely to run into superstition and enthusiasm. At 
all events, it can scarcely be hoped that the picturest 
they present to the soul will be so innoxious, so 

* Checks the luxuriant shoots of vice, and smooths, 
By culture sound, the roughness we retain 
From nature's quarry ; and the heart refines 
From all not virtuous. 



% 



89 

pure, so dignified, and so edifying, as those which 
are found in the inspired records of the communica- 
tions of God to man* 

In order to enjoy the full benefit of this species of 
religious contemplation, our knowledge of Scripture 
must be extensive and accurate* It will not answer 
the purpose to be master of a few passages ; or to 
be acquainted with many, but only in a loose and 
imperfect way. The power of selection should be 
as extensive as the occasions which call for it, and 
the dispositions of the soul, arc various ; and when 
a passage is selected, we ought to be able to make 
use of it without mistake or difficulty* 

Now, how will this knowledge of Scripture be 
best attained ? Beyond all doubt, by learning much 
by heart during the period of youth* 1 have heard 
a gentleman, very eminent for ability and for bibli* 
cal knowledge, say, that he remembers no part of 
his Bible so well as verses which he got by heart 
when a boy, as proofs of the different positions in the 
Church Catechism* It is in youth that the memory 
is most retentive ; and the stores it then lays up are 
the least subject to loss or decay from the lapse of 
time* Like certain flowers gathered at a proper 
season for preservation, they retain, even to a late 
period, much of their original freshness ; while pas* 
sages learnt in after life ar«^apt to fade, and escape 
altogether out of the mind, if not frequently reinstate 
ed by repetition. Besides, by beginning early, 
there is ample time for laying in a large store of the 
more important parts of Scripture i and what is learnt 
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will take deeper root, not onljr in the memory, but 
iD the afiecttoDS, and become more, if I may so say, 
a part of ourselves. The impressions thus received 
will, with God's blessing, 

(^ Grow with our growth, and strengthen with our strength,*' 

and contribute essentially to the formation, in due 
lime, of the perfect man in Christ. 

In order to acquire thi» knowledge, let children 
learn a certain portion of Scripture every day, and 
say it to one of their parents. The number of verses 
appointed to be learnt, sbodd not be such as to make 
this business burthensome. When the passage is* 
repeated, it should not only be explained (if neces- 
sary,) but pains should be taken to lead the young 
person to enter into its spirit, and to be properly af- 
fected by it. Without this, little is attained It 
will soon be neglected and nearly forgotten, when 
the superintending care of the parent no longer 
keeps it in the memory by fresh repetitions. Such 
repetitions are very important parts of the system. 
They should take place at considerable intervals, 
say every six or nine months, with the younger 
children, who are still, at other times, making daily 
additions to their stock of Scripture passages ; and 
every year, or year and a half, with the elder ones, 
who are no longer making such additions systematic 
cally, though a passage which happens to strike 
them will . now and thcD be added to those they had 
learnt before. Every repetition should be attended 
by affectionate and familiar conversations, calculat- 
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ed to lead to such feelings and dispositions as the 
passages respectively ought to excite. If this is. 
done with tenderness and with due attention to the 
age, acquirements, and natural teoaperament of the 
children, and with a care to avoid whatever may 
make the employment irksome or harassing, a par- 
ent will seldom find any of his children attend him 
on such occasions with reluctance, but will generally^ 
see, in their countenances and manner, marks of in* 
terest and satisfaction. 

It is possible that the young and the diffident 
may sometimes fancy that they shall find some diffi-^ 
culty in fixing on passages for their children to learn; 
and this may be an obstacle in the way of adopting 
the course I have ventured to recommend. Let 
them make the attempt, and they will succeed suffi« 
ciently well. However, as they may think other- 
wise, I will put, in the Appendix, a collection of pas- 
sages from the New Testament, which I have known 
to be used in a young family with good efiect. Great 
nicety is not requisite in a selection of this kind. 

Two cautions, however, may be necessary in 
making a selection. 

Avoid passages which have a very direct bearing 
on abstruse and much controverted points. — Children 
ought not to be puzzled in religion. In this sense, 
as in others, spiritual milk, and not strong meat, is 
their proper food. The great aim should be tomake, 
by divine aid, their heavenly Father, and their Sanc- 
iifier, but, above all, their Saviour and his Gospel| 
the object* of their reverence and of their affecti^«)|^ 
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and this end wi]11)e greatly counteracted by fatiguiAg 
and bewildering their understanding. When difficul- 
ties occur to themselves, or are so far connected with 
the subject before them that they cannot be entirely 
passed over, it appears to me best to avoid entering 
minutely into them, but to shew, that from the infi* 
nite distance between God and man, difficulties must 
necessarily be expected, when God vouchsafes to 
creatures any communications respecting his own 
nature, and his own government. Nor is it less im- 
portant to avoid controverted, than to avoid abstruse 
points : — indeed, those which are abstruse are gen* 
erally controverted. Controversy subjects vital re* 
ligion in adults to imminent danger, unless they are 
very advanced and eminent Christians, and even then 
it is not without its perils ; and, in my opinion, it nev* 
er ought to be undertaken, except in cases of neces« 
sity, or pushed beyond that necessity. But in the 
case of children with such weak intellects, such shal* 
low knowledge, such lively and ill- regulated imagina- 
tions and feelings, send, above all, with religious prin- 
ciples and habits so extremely frail and imperfect, it 
must, humanly speaking, be fatal to all that is good^ 
In general, do not select those addresses to God 
which are likely to be considered by the child as in- 
tended to be used by himself in lifting his thoughts 
to Heaven. However edifying these may be to per- 
sons more advanced in the christian course, as ex- 
pressing in the language of Inspiration their devout 
breathings of soul, they are unfit and unsafe for chil- 
dre&t It cannot be supposed that the language 
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which suited the reh^^gfous affections of David, wilt 
suit those of a child, who is just beginning that spir-. 
itual course in which David had made so extraordi« 
nary a progress, as to be " a man after God's own 
" heart/' And, if David's language is unfit, it must 
be unsafe, for a child* Nothing is more important 
in religion than modesty, simplicity, and godly sin- 
cerity ; and it is evident, that addresses to the Deity, 
or expressions of inward feelings, which go at all be- 
yond what the actual state of our souls would natu- 
rally prompt, are not compatible with those estima* 
ble qualities. Nay, I confess, that even in adults, 
and much more in children, I am better pleased when 
the outward manifestations of devotion evidently fall 
somewhat short of the internal impressions. By pro- 
ceeding in an opposite course, many, I believe, have 
been led to direct hypocrisy, and many more have 
become self-deceivers. Where there appears to be 
if not a sort of contest who shall use the most fer- 
vent expressions, at least an endeavour, while en- 
gaged in religious exercises or conversation, to work 
up the feelings to a high pitch, and to express them 
in words to the full as warm and glowing, who does 
not see that we are in danger of endeavouring to ap- 
pear to others, and in most imminent danger of ap- 
pearing to ourselves, more spiritual and devout than 
we really are ? Look at the concise modesty of the 
address of the justified Publican, and at the beautiful 
simplicity of the Lord's Prayer ; and compare them 
with the exuberant, if not the extravagant, style too 
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#ften met with in human devotional compositions, and 
•till more in extemporaneous prayers."^ 

* Extemporaneous prayer it not to be discouraged ; but it 
ougbt to be attended with humility in the frame of the heart, and 
with wri<ni»DeM and simpticity in the outward expression. 

AuMR. Ed. 
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CHAP. V. 

Mechanical Uiading i-^ow ohviated.^^hooULess(ms1$ 
promote Moral Qiialities :^^Obedience : Regularitif: 
Mention : Patience : Macrity. — Happy Fruits of these 
^ualities.'^Failures to be eocpectedj-^How to be borne. 

It often happens that reading is made too mechani- 
cal. If the words are properly pronounced, and at*- 
tention Is paid to the stops, and the parts of the 
sentence are put together with tolerable propriety, 
the teacher rests satisfied, though the understanding 
of the scholar has been little employed. This is 
very generally the course with village schoolmasters, 
•and many parents of good education too nearly ap- 
proach it* Even the mere reading, were this alone 
"the object, as it often is in a village school, can never 
be good when the mind does not thoroughly enter in- 
to the sense ; but that parents, whose views extend 
much farther, should ever acquiesce in their chil« 
•dren's pronouncing sentences somewhat like parrots, 
and missing a large portion at least of the informa- 
tion and improvement which it was the intention of 
the author to convey, is really surprising. When 
this kind of reading is permitted, 1 believe it is 
owing in a good measure to their not being aware 
how imperfectly their little scholars understand what 
is so plain to themselves. The evil in question is of 
far greater importance than may at first appear. The 



% 




86 

child is led into a habit of reading without thinkings 
and of resting contented with a very confused notion 
of what is read. Scarcely any thing can be a greater 
obstacle to the acquisition of sound and useful knowl- 
edge, and of vigorous habits of investigation. If 
these are not acquired, the mind will generally be- 
come a prey to frivolity and intellectual idleness; 
and it is well if it do not also resign itself to low pur- 
suits, and sensual indulgence. As one antidote, 
through divine grace, to these most unchristian and 
often fatal evils, let a child always be made, as soon 
as he can read a sentence, to understand what he 
reads, and to give an account of it afterwards. In 
order to effect the latter object, when his reading has 
been more than three or four lines, let him take his 
book and look it over, and give the account when he 
finds himself prepared. The parent must not expect 
this to be given without leading questions to draw it 
forth ; and he will think it an important office to make 
this part of the business pleasant to his scholar, by 
smoothing difficulties, making the best of imperfect 
answers, and interspersing the whole with suitable 
illustrations and moral remarks, in a tone and man- 
ner favourable to the right feelings of his pupil, and 
likely to exclude wrong ones, or to administer a gen^ 
tie cure to such as may be rising. So also, whatev- 
er is to be got by heart, should always be previously 
read, explained, illustrated, and (if I may so say) 
practically applied. 

But the parent ought always to bear in mind that 
every lesson is as truly a lesson in the moral qualities 
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to be acquired arid strengthened by its being proper- 
ly learnt and properly said, as it is in the branch of 
knowledge to which it relates. Those qualities are 
of a very high order, and the character in future life 
depends extremely on the progress made in their ao* 
quisition during early youth. I will particularize five 
of ihem^ obedi^nce^ regularity, attention, patience^ 
and alacrity. These ought to be in exercise during 
every lesson ; and a proper regard to them in the 
pupil during school hours, will do much, under the 
divine blessing, towards making them habitual. 

1. Obedience. — I well remember being much im- 
pressed by a sermon about twenty years ago, when 
I was a young father, in which the preacher said, 
that were he to select one Word as the most import- 
ant in education, it should be the word " obey." My 
experience since has fully convinced me of the jus- 
lice of the remark. Without filial obedience, every 
thing must go wrong c with it, if the parent has right 
views of his duty, and is consistent in his practice, 
notwithstanding present appearances may be very 
unpromising, every thing may not improbably be- 
come right. Is not a disobedient child guilty of a 
manifest and habitual breach of the Fifth Command- 
ment ? And is not a parent, who suffers this disobe- 
dience to continue when he knows he is armed with 
sufficient power to overcome it, an habitual partaker 
in his child's offence against that commandment? 
How can those who are thus criminal hope for God's 
blessing on any part of their conduct ? And, without 
(hat blessing, what can they expect but a progress 
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from bad to worse? Besides, without obedience, there 
will be no respect for the parent ; but he will be the 
object of disregard, and even of a portion of con- 
tempt* He will be treated slightingly ; his opinion 
will be criticised ; his judgment will be questioned ; 
and the very endeavours he uses to lead his son to 
better sentiments, will probably produce more harm 
than good. Is it surprising, that under the Divine 
government, the enforcing of obedience should be so 
essential a duty of parents, when the whole tenor of 
Scripture shews us, that obedience is the very ground- 
work of Christianity ? The natural propensity of man 
to shake off the yoke of legitimate authority, is the 
disposition most adverse to God and his service. By 
the disobedience of our first parents, sin came into 
the world ; and through the obedience of the second 
Adam, are the gates of heaven opened to true believ* 
ers* The wicked are emphatically styl^il, ^^ the 
" children of disobedience :" and it is.clearly the pri- 
mary object of the Divine plan of salvation to con- 
quer the rebellious spirit of man, and to bring him 
into a state of humility and submission. Parental 
authority is one powerful instrument for effecting 
this change. It is intended to bend the stubborn 
will, to repress froward humours, and by habituating 
a chikl to subjection to earthly parents, to prepare 
him for Christian obedience to his heavenly Father^ 
In proportion as filial obedience is calculated to 
smooth the way for true religion, filial disobedience 
must produce the opposite effect. The parent who 
habitually gives way to it, has appalling reason to 
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apprehend that he is educating his child not for heav- 
en, but for helL His labours for its good may be 
many and great ; but what produce can he expect 
from such a soil ? The heart, poisoned by pride and 
selfishness, will be removed very far indeed from that 
" honest and good heart" in which the seed produce 
es " thirty, sixty, a hundred fold." I have been in- 
duced to dwell the longer on this subject, from hav- 
ing observed many good people fail to require, reg- 
ularly and steadily, prompt obedience from their chil- . 
• dren. This failure proceeds, I think, principally 
from that affection and that suavity of manners which 
are the genuine fruits of Christianity : but partly 
from a perversion of the christian tenet, that " God 
" alone is the Author of all good," inducing, or rather 
tempting, them to leave to Him, with too little effort 
on their part, as his instruments, the cure of those 
evils against which they find it most irksome to con- 
tend. Let them, however, recollect, that Jesus 
Christ, our model, united the most determined and 
invincible resolution with more than human love; and 
personal exertions, almost too great for his mortal 
&amc, with perfect reliance on the divine power. 

2. Regularity. — Whoever has observed its high 
importance in human concerns, and the natural pro- 
pensity of man to be changeful and desultory, will 
enforce its observance in his system of education. 
Man is formed to attain to far higher powers than 
those with which he is naturally endowed, and to 
reach far higher objects than those which appear to 
be within his grasp. But these can only be obtain- 
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ed by continued and progressive effoi'ts, which cdi> 
ry him on from step to step, till,, from a state little 
differing from that of the brutes, he arrives at one 
which exhibits strong marks of his divine original, 
and no slight prognostics of a high destination. In 
such a course, regularity is absolutely necessary. 
Without it, the greatest human exertions will be pro- 
ductive of comparatively little good ; and however 
they may sometimes astonish the beholder, they wili 
rather resemble the extraordinary leaps of a wild an» 
imal, than the steady pace of the domesticated horse, 
which carries the rider to the end of a long journey. 
And yet how unwilling is man to submit to the rules 
and restraints indispensable to success in his best 
pursuits ! He is fond of novelty ; fond of ease 5 and 
loves, if active, rather to riot in the wanton and ca- 
pricious exercise of his powers; and, if of a quiet dis- 
position, rather to waste them in sloth, than to make* 
a steady and well-directed use of them^ and reap the 
rich fruit of their legitimate exertion. To counter* 
act this propensity, and give the habits a right di- 
rection, must be one of the objects of education. But 
this work must be carried on with moderation, and, 
for a few of the first years of the period under re- 
view, the parent naust be content to let regularity be 
interrupted by a variety of little circumstances al- 
ready noticed, whea its observance would be partic- 
ularly trying to the child ; but it ought to be his en- 
deavour to shorten this period as much as he proper- 
ly can, and at length to reduce his system to sti*ict 
order and method. The hours of business must be 
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regular, and the lessons regular ; regularly got, and 
regularly said. This regularity will be found not 
more favourable to the acquiring of knowledge, than 
to the subduing of selfishness, and the wayward hu-* 
mours which attend it, and to the growth of self-com- 
mand and self-denial, and to the practical elevation 
of a sense of duty above all the allurements of exter- 
nal objects or vagrant fancies* 

3. Attenticm*^ — It consists in a steady employment 
of the mind on the business immediately before it* 
It is surprising in how great a degree the ability of 
"thus chaining down thought to any prescribed object 
IS given by a right of education, and of what high im* 
portance it is, not only in many of the walks of science; 
but in the common affairs of life. I once was for sever- 
al week* wiUa a foreigner of very fair natural abili* 
ties, but never subjected to the discipline of early stu- 
dy, who would often arrive at right conclusions by a 
kind of jump, of which he could give but little expla- 
nation, but was incapable of fixing his mind on a 
train of reasoning so as to see the dependance of the 
several parts, each on the other. He took consider* 
able pains to obtain a little mathematical knowledge ; 
but his thoughts were so quick in their niovements, 
and so intractable, that I question whether he could 
be said fully to understand any one proposition in 
Euclid. In giving an account of any piece of his- 
tory which he had been reading, instead of telling 
you with some regularity what he had found in 
his author, he drew you a picture of his own, lively, 
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and often to the purpose^ bat produced by iHustra- 
tions and analogies^ and a sort of theatrical exhibi- 
tion, and not by a narration of consecutive facts. 
Through the general diffusion of regular education 
in this country among those with whom we associate, 
I suspect that we are apt to look on this intractabili- 
ty of thought as a mental disease in a greater degree 
than we ought ; and that among savage nations, it is 
by no means uncommon, or rather it is perhaps the 
ordinary state of the human mind.. Whether this 
opinion be well-founded or not, we shall aU agree ia 
deprecating such a state of intellect among our chil- 
dren, and be anxious to prevent it. Let, then, pa- 
rents make a point of using their children, and espe- 
cially their daughters, whose natural volatility most 
needs this discipline, not only to give their attention 
to the business in which they are engaged, but to lis- 
ten, very early to a little reasoning (at first a very lit- 
tle), and give a short account of the argument they 
have heard ; the parent taking care that the steps 
shall follow each other in their right order, and that 
none of them shall be omitted. By degrees the ar- 
guments may become longer. A skilful teacher will 
select a subject interesting to the pupil, who will con- 
sider what passes as conversation, and not as (what 
in truth it i>) a lesson in which the duke* is most vis* 
ibie, and the utile^ rather concealed. A habit of oc- 
casionally passing a quarter of an hour in this way, 
and of proceeding on a similar plan, when the chil- 
dren give an account of what they have been rea<t 
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ing^ and are asked for opinions respecting it, will de 
much towards making them reason methodically^ 
which is a great point gained towards reasoning just- 
ly, and therefore towards acting rationally, as they 
pass through life* We often meet with a person who 
declares, that he (or more frequently, I am afraid, 
she) cannot understand an argument used in convert 
sation, though plain in itself. And why ? Scrutinize 
a little, and you will generally find the true cause to 
be an indisposition to apply the mind with regular 
attention to it ; — an indisposition, in fact, to bear a 
burthen which has not been rendered light by the in- 
troduction of proper habits in early years. 

It is ahnost superfluous to add,, that habits of at- 
tention, besides laying a foundation for usefulness in 
future life, contribute essentially to the comfort of 
the school-room, and to the moral improvement of 
the scholars. They not only extremely facilitate the 
acquisition of knowledge, but do much towards mak- 
ing stu4y pleasant, by making it vigorous and pro- 
ductive : they thus draw forth the faculties, prevent 
the ta&dium which is apt to prey on children in their 
school-hours,, when tbeir minds are not fully employ* 
ed ; promote self-government ; and do- away the 
temptation to those false excuses and pretences, of 
>¥hich idleness seldom fails coatinually to avail itself. 

4. Patience.. — Scarcely any disposition is more 
wanted ia life than this, and education affords am- 
ple means of instilling and fostering it. Man is not 
only called to endure many natural evils, and many 
evils brought upon him by his fellow-creatures ; but 
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in liis christian warfare with his own innate deprsv* 
ity, he must continually mortify his strongest incli« 
nations, and restrain his fondest wishes. ^' He that 
^^ will come after me, must deny himself, and take up 
^' his cross and follow me." " If ye live after the 
^^ flesh," (that is according to your own natural de* 
sires,) '^ ye shall die : but if ye, through the Spirit, do 
" mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall live." Eter- 
nal life is promised to those who seek for it ^^ hy pa* 
^' tient continuance in well doing." And we are told, 
that if we would be " perfect and entire, wanting 
" nothing," we must let " Patience have her perfect 
** work." Such was " the good fight of faith" requir- 
ed by our Saviour and his Apostles, and such must 
it be to the end of time. In this case, as in every 
other, God makes no demand with which he does not 
enable man to comply. Not only the Holy Spirit is 
ready to aid him, but under the Divine government 
he is placed in circumstances calculated to prepare 
him for obedience to the Divine will. Amcisg these 
circumstaupes, education is intended by the Almigh* 
ty to hold a distinguished place. And the better to 
render education a powerful instrument for the at-^ 
tainment of this end,. God has bound parents, not on* 
ly by duty, but also by strong and present interest, 
operating daily and almost hourly, to inculcate pa- 
tience. An impatient child, if not the plague of the 
house, can scarcely fail to be the plague of himself 
and of his^ instructor. .How happens it then, that 
this fault is so frequently suffered to prevail among 
children ? Because the parent is often impatient him^ 
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S€lf ; and this feult will completely frustrate all hvi 
efforts to eonquer impatience in his child* He is al« 
so often self-indulgent, and his interest however great 
and apparent, will not induce him to take the trou- 
ble requisite to subdue a fault, which incessantly re- 
appears, and calls for his unremitting attention. Per- 
haps, too, he persuades himself that wayward fits 
and cross humours ouist be tolerated in children, but 
that they will give way to gox)d sense and maturer 
principles at a future period*. 

*^ Vaia reaioa all^ and false philosophy ^ 

Such a plea will not stand a moment before the max- 
im of the wise king of Israel : ^' Train up a child in 
•* the way he should go." From whatever cause the 
failure of a parent in promoting and enforcing pa- 
tience in his young charge may arise, let him count 
the cost. Let him recollect the speedy flight of time, 
and view the precious months and years of childhood^ 
when his parental power is in full vigour, and the 
youthful mind pliable and docile, sliding swiftly 
away, never to return. Does he think habits of im- 
patience will not strengthen by indulgence ? Or that 
he shall find it more easy to make a salutary and deep 
impression on the mind of the academician, aspiring 
to all the privileges, of manhood ; or of the sturdy 
school-boy, who, during three parts of the year, i^ 
out of his sight ; than on that of a playful child, al- 
ways with him, and conscious of entire dependance 
upon him? But his reliance is on the boy's fu- 
ture good sense and good principles. Miserable 
reliance I — and iadulged at the expense of parental 
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duty. Good sense and good principles maj/^ in af- 
ter life, effect, by God^s blessing, a chdnge of tem- 
per. But with what reason can a parent trust to a 
future change, while at present he suffers a child's 
judgment to be clouded by passion, and his practice 
to be at variance with good principles ? And how, 
without a very offensive presumption, can he hope 
that God will in some other way confer an advan- 
tage on his child, which he himself has not endeav- 
oured to obtain for him by the appointed means of 
a good education ? 

5. Alacrity, — A lesson may be got and said with 
obedience, regularity, attention, patience, and yet in 
the sight of God be got and said very ill. God 
*^ loveth a cheerful giver :'' and not less a cheerful 
scholar. He requires that the heart shall do him 
homage, and willingly join in the performance of all 
our duties : and he accepts of nothing as true ser- 
vice done to him, which is done '^ grudgingly and of 
•• necessity." Hence the supreme importance of. 
leading children, on christian grounds, to go through 
their school-business with alacrity. How much this 
will also smooth the path of the teacher, and, by 
drawing forth energy and giving life to ingenuity, 
promote the progress, and coa^ucd to the happiness, 
of the scholar, is apparent. So true is it, in this as 
in every thing, that " godliness has the promise of 
** the life that now is, as well as of that which is to 
" come." The disposition which we are considering 
crowns all those which have been mentioned, at the 
same time that it, is dependent upon them* This. 
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queen of school-room graces will shun the spot where 
harsh and violent means are employed to secure 
them* The discipline by which they are enforced 
must be mild, rational, and enlightened ; and all the 
hone^st arts the parent can devise must be employed 
to ward off temptations to evil, to lighten them when 
unavoidable, and to smooth the path of right con* 
duct* 

And now let parents form to themselves an idea 
of a young family, in the main obedient, regular,^ at- 
tentive, patient and cheerful in their school-hours, 
and contrast it with another of opposite habits and 
dispositioni^ ; and let them say whether the qualifi- 
cations which have been mentioned will not amply 
repay any pains which can be taken to promote them, 
even if the present comfort and reputation of them- 
selves and of their children were alone considered. 
Let them say whether, even in this limited view, such 
fruits are not to be classed with the most valuable a 
school-room can produce* But when they further 
consider, that several of them are strictly of celestial 
origin, and prepare those who possess them for eter- 
nal Jbliss; how unspeakably will they value them, 
how unwearied will they be in their cultivation ! 

I am almost afraid, lest the foregoing view of the 
happy effects of a proper education, under the bless- 
ing of God, should lead parents to expect too much 
from their labours, and to be disheartened when they 
experience important failures. They will assured- 
ly meet with much forgetfulness in their children, 
many instances ai negligence, with some capricioas 
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fancies, and some cross humours : and perhaps, in 
their young family, they may n^et with individuals 
on whom it may be exceedingly difficult to engraft 
one or other of the five qualities which have been 
mentioned. But let them not be discouraged. A 
deep sense of their own frailty and propensity to evil, 
notwithstanding all the grace of God may have done 
for them *, and a recollection that these same quali- 
ties, less corrected perhaps by divine grace, are in- 
herent in their children : should lead them to expect 
great obstacles, and rather to wonder at their sue- . 
cess, than at their failures. In fact, how could they 
succeed in any one instance, but for the divine aid ? 
How patiently then, and with what sweetness of tem- 
per, should they bear with difficulties and hindran- 
ces among their children, praying, and waiting qui-* 
etly and serenely, for the blessing of God, while they 
steadily and unweariedly continue to employ the 
means which, on full consideration, appear to them 
to be the best in their power ! It is surprising how 
such conduct succeeds in the end ; children altering - 
unaccountably for the better, and a bright dawn open- 
ing on a parent, when he thinks that a long and dark 
night is before him. . Under discouraging circum- 
stances, it is of the highest importance that he should 
possess his soul in patience, and not suffer his affec- 
tion to be alienated from his child. If he fails in 
these respects, his ability to conduct him into the 
right path will assuredly be weakened, — perhaps en- 
tirely lost. He will naturally apply himself with 
most care to rectify what be deems most faulty* Bui 
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he ought to bear it in mind| that in these points the 
child will find a change most difficult* It is here, 
therefore, that the parent must not look for more than 
a very gradual improvement, interrupted probably 
by relapses and retrogressions, and must be particu- 
larly on his guard against haste and violence* In 
his other children, or perhaps in some parts of the 
character of the very child who causes him great un- 
easiness, he may find much to cheer him. Such cor- 
dials (if I may be allowed the term) he may fireely 
use, returning thanks for them to the Giver of all 
good ; but let him never forget, that they must not 
lead him to lose sight of the evil existing in his fam- 
ily^ or relax in his endeavours to remove it* 
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CHAP. VI. 

MBomfar ike Suppairi of Fkrental AiMwrUy and Infin 
enoB.^^B€wirie mid JPunithments. 

£[a VTNG mentioned the objects to be kept in view in 
education, it may now be proper to say something oh 
the means which it is the duty of a parent to employ 
to make his authority respected, and to influence the 
minds of his children. 

Of these means, rewards and punishments first 
demand our attention. Various theoretic discussions 
have taken place respecting the propriety of employ* 
ing them in education. 1 shall neither examine nor 
produce any theories on this subject, but found what 
I advance on the Divine example and the Divine 
command, which, 1 apprehend, will be far safer 
guides than any theory ; and guides far better suited 
to those persons who have the management of chil- 
dren — persons generally much better qualified to 
follow a plain rule than a philosophical speculation* 
In the government of this our world, God manifestly 
employs rewards and punishments. They are held 
out to influence his creatures, and lead them to the 
performance of their duty, and to their true happi- 
ness. The punishments are used reluctantly, and for 
the purpose of humbling the mind, and leading it to 
give up forbidden objects and fly to its God. The 
rewards are most fireely offered to those who willi«* 
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ceive them with, a right disposition of heart, mam>> 
fest^d by right conduct towards the gracious Do* 
nor ; and are intended to promote and cherish, as 
well as to btess, such a disposition*. They produce 
their efiect partly by a sense of their value ; but 
more by exciting, in the bosoms of diose on whom 
they are bestowed, a gratitude for the boon, and a 
love for the Giver. These dispositions will be pro* 
portionate to their conviction of their own demerit, 
and of the Divine ^odness ; and when they have 
taken root in the heart, they become the most power- 
ful motives to all christian virtue r they constrain the 
man, as it were^ to live untahis God, and be a new 
ereature in his service^ I should trespass improper- 
ly on your indulgence, were I to quote passages to 
prove points which are clear from the general tenor 
of Scripture, and will be at once admitted** 

The- parent^ in training his child to christian vir* 
tne, will do well to study diligently the Divine plan 
for promoting the same great object among men, and 
to follow it as closely as the nature of the case will 
admit. He will find the precepts on education in the 
Sacred Volume, to teach his oflipring — to guide 
them — to exact obedience from them — to command 
them — ^to correct them— but yet to '^ f(»^bear threat* 
*^ ening,^' and not discourage them, best illustrated 
by that plan, with which they are evidently in har- 
mony. 

How, dien, should punishment be employed t AU 

* 2 Cor. T. 14; See alto, Eph.i. 3 ; 1 Tim. ii. 13, 17; 1 Jolm 
hK 18,. 19 ; fter. L 5, 6.*-fi. «, IS, 13. 
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ways reluctantly, and as sparingly as circumstances 
will allow, and in such a manner, and with such ac« 
companiments, that while it deters from sin, it may 
bring the mind into a state to be duly influenced by 
other and better moi^ves. 

And how should rewards be employed ? With 
pleasure, and far more freely,' as incentives to good ; 
but still with a guard against their giving rise to hab* 
ks of self-indulgence or prodigality ; and with a con-« 
stant recollection, that their highest use is to lead to 
the performance of duty from the more elevated mo# 
lives of gratitude and affection — It will be necessary 
to consider the heads of this general outline more 
particularly. ' 

Punishments should be employed reluciantlym 
Will any one dispute this position ? And yet how of- 
ten are they inflicted in such a way, that there is not 
only no reluctance apparent, but they appear to af- 
ford positive gratification ! It would give me paia 
to describe scenes which I have witnessed, when ai 
child has been under the correction of ^a passionate 
or ill-humoured parent ; nay, even of a- parent^ ia 
general character, neither passionate nor ilf humour* 
ed, but out of temper at the time. Certainly, pun« 
ishment under such circumstances takes a most of- 
fensive form, and is often Kkely to do mueh more 
harm than good. Let all of us who are parents (and 
I apply this sentiment very feelingly to myself,) take 
the utmost care that our children shall have no cause 
to think, that it is partly for our ^^ own pleasure'' 
that we correct them> and not entirely (after the e:](- 
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ample of God) for their ^* profit," that they ^' majr 
^ be partakers of his holiness*^' I will not dwell on 
this subject : il is a painful one, whether we contem* 
plate the parent or the child v but it is one whieh 
ought to engage the most serious consideration, and 
excite the earnest prayers, of all who wish to do'theiv 
duty to their children'. None, perhaps^ stand in more 
need of close attention to it, than those who are most 
anxious to omit no part of that duty ; since they will 
feel the &ult8 of their children most keenly, and 
therefore may be most liable to have their tempers 
ruffled by them.. 

Punishment should be employed as sparingly as 
is compatible with the attainment df its ends* It is 
in itself an evil ; and is attended by several bad con- 
sequences, which are comparatively ef slight im- 
portance when it seldom occurs, but become truly 
formidable on its frequent repetition. These are 
die effiscts to be apprehended on the temper of the 
child, on its affections, and on its principles of ac- 
tion, and consequently on its conduct. Its temper 
and its affection for its parent are very likely to suf- 
fer during the infliction of punishment, or the imme* 
diate dread of it ; and if such seasons often recur, 
Ihey will afford a degree of permanence to feelings 
which would otherwise be incidental and transient, 
Imd counteracted by the general harmony and hap- 
py intercourse existing between the parent and child^ 
On their deplorable nature, when they become habit- 
ual, 1 need say nothing: every parent will feel it.^ The 
tthiid will also suffer with repect to its principles ot 
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er to attend to them in a proper manner, and with a 
prospect of advantage* This is a most important 
consideration. In proportion as motives of a higher 
kind can be mixed with those of a lower, they tend 
extremely to qualify the evit which arises from the 
latter. Greatly then, ought modes of punishment to 
be avoided which, wiiile they press most severely on 
our animal nature, afford the kasi room for the influ^ 
ence of higher principles. — ^After all, in some cases> 
nothing will answer the purposes of punishment but 
blows and stripes. These cases, however, will sel- 
dom, if ever, occur, I apprehend, in families where 
education has been properly conducted. Wherever 
they do occur, they ought to be treated with great 
calmness and deKberation ; and punishment ought to 
be accompanied by a clear exposition to- the culprit 
of the necessity of its use, in consequence of other 
means having been found ineffectual, and by a 
deep and cordial expression of concern, that such a 
punishment should be necessary ;— and the infliction 
should be splemn, but not such as to excite over* 
whelming terror, which would obliterate any impres- 
sion made by the preceding conversation, and aggra- 
vate evils without a . corresponding benefit* After 
the punishment, great pains ought to be taken to de- 
rive every attainable advantage from it, to remedy 
any evils it may have produced, and to prevent the 
necessity of its repetition. With this view, the pa- 
rent should conduct himself towards his child with 
openness and affection, and show that he has a pleas- 
ure in giving him rewards for good conduct, in grati- 



fying bis innocent wishes, and in consulting his hap« 
piness. But this must be done with modieiation and 
shnplicily ; and care must be taken that the child 
shall not be led to- think that the parent is making, 
his peace with him, or granting him indulgences 
merely ^because he has- been punished; When the 
child's mind is tranquillized, and his affections ap* 
pear to flow in their usual course, the pareni should 
avail himself of good op|)ortunities of eonvinckig the 
child of his former sin and folly, of the unseemliness 
of his fault, and the beauty of the (^posite virtue^ 
and of the pain occasioned not to the child only, but 
to the parent himself, by the infliction of the punish- 
ment : and this pain should be contrasted with the 
happiness all would have enjoyed, had the child be* 
baved well. He should do his utmost also to make 
the child feel the force of higher motives ; the please 
ure which attends the performance of duty and the 
approbation of relations ; and, above aB, the peace 
which passeth understanding, and the bright sunshine 
of soul, which flow from the favour of God, as fore« 
tastes of the everlasting joys reserved for those who 
yield themselves to the guidance of his Holy Spirit, 
and are renewed in his image* At the same time,, 
temptations to former faults should be lessened as 
much as possible, the beginnings of evil should be 
carefully watched and immediately checked, and cv* 
ery endeavour should be used to make the progress 
in good, easy and pleasaut.— -It is unnecessary to go 
into details on other punishments. They ought to- 
be employed in a similar spirit^ aqd with jumikiu^ pee- 
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cautions, due regard being had to their nature and 
probable effects. 

I should be much concerned, if what I have said 
on punishments should lead any parent to omit to 
employ them, when necessary. Every method should 
be used to prevent or lessen the necessity ; but when 
really wanted, they mmt be inflicted.* In such cas- 
es, the omission of the punishment is an evil of the 
first magnitude. Much as I deprecate a severe sys- 
tem in education, I fully agree with an approved* au- 
thor, that one of indulgence is more to be dreaded* 
If we listen to the Divine command, we shall not 
spoil the child by sparing the rod. If we copy the 
Divine example, we shall not be led by any induce- 
ments ta acquiesce in what is wrong. If we have a. 
predominant hatred of sin and love of holiness, our 
very feelings will prevent us from doing so^ Our 
principles and inclinations will alike impel us to act 
with vigour and perseverance in combating evil in 
our families. No parental fondness, no' love of per* 
sonal ease, will prevail with us to give up the con- 
test. While our conduct exhibits mildness and gen- 
tleness, it will be as strongly marked by firmness and 
decision. 

Let not any parent fear the loss of his child's af- 
fection from proper strictness in education, when 
combined with the other parts of the course I am re- 
commending. I am convinced that, on the contrary, 
the child's love for him will be increased by such 

* But too much selfcommaod and fimuest, tempered bj modr 
eratiODi caimot be ezerciied. 
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strictness making a part of his system. Without it, 
there will be less esteem, perhaps no esteem, for the 
parent ; and it is unnecessary to show, how very 
greatly esteem contributes to real affiection ; so great* 
ly indeed that I believe an attempt to obtain genuine 
affection by indulgence will not only fail, but will pro* 
duce the opposite effect* Indulgence will foster self- 
ishness and sensuality, and with them hardness of 
heart. A person whom you indulge will often 
tove to be with you« will cUng to you, and show great 
fondness; but cease to indulge, and comparative cold^ 
ness and indifference will quickly follow. Does not 
tfiis change prove that selfwaB at the bottom of form- 
er appearances, and was the chief if not the only ob« 
ject of affection ? Can we wonder at such a result? 
God's blessing accompanies the performance of du- 
ty ; his displeasure its omissiom With his blessing^ 
all" things wjQt woik together for good* With his dis* 
pleasure, what can he expected but disappointment 
and evil ? 

I should enlarge somewhat more on this very im^ 
portant subject, though conscious that Khave alxea* 
dy detained my readets long upon it, had there not 
appeared, in the Christian Observer for .January 
18 > 3, two letters which throw light on the point be- 
fore us, as well as on others of high importance in ed*^ 
«cation, and possess the advantage of showing, as it 
were, general rules reduced to practice* These let- 
ters, with a short one explanatory of the occasion 
on which they were writteui are inserted in an Ap- 
pendix.. 



Rewards are an engiDc in the hands of a parent, 
which he will ^employ with pleasure, — a pleasure 
^hlch, while it sweetens his own labours, wiH 
increase the affisction of his child, by showing 
what an interest he takes in his happiness, and 
will impart dotiUe value to the gift he may be- 
stow. To give churlishly or grudgingly would be so 
monstrous, that nothing need be said to prevent such 
a practice^ but it have not seldom thought that I 
have seen rewards bestowed on children in a man* 
ner somewhat ungracious, and consequently receiv- 
ed with far less pleasure than would otherwise have 
leen excited, and, what is more important^ with lit- 
tle or no appearance of gratitude to the donor. Sure- 
ly this mode ^ef giving ought to be carefully avoided. 
We all know how very greatly our feelings, on re* 
ceiving the present, depend on the manner in which 
it is ofiered to us. Will it be supposed, that the sen- 
sibility of children is less alive t>n such occasions ? 
But there are errors more common and more preju- 
dicial. Rewards are often of such a nature as to nour- 
ish sensuality, prodigality, or (especially in girls) van* 
ky ; and still more frequently no care is taken to instH 
into the child, that they are not to be considered prin- 
cipally as means of personal gratification, but rather 
as means of usefulness and sources of bounty. If 
we would avoid these evils, it is apparent that the 
gratification of the palate should not be consultedi 
and that showy articles of dress and unmeaning toys 
are not go6d rewards. Still less is money ^especial- 
ly much of it,) when it is to be spent just as the child 
pleases. But whatever is given, children should be 
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aversion to pain. In proportion as the first predom* 
inate, selfishness is coiintei*acted ; and we are led to 
the contemplation, and love, and imitation of the 
adorable perfections of the Divine Nature. A human 
being, in whom the last are the ruling principle, is shut 
up, as it were, within the narrow bounds of aelf^ and 
will be engaged in studying the gratificatiqn of those 
mean and grovelling dispositions which he brought 
into the world. He will remain what he was origin* 
ally, ^^ earthly, sensual, devilish,'' ^^ a lover of pleas* 
** ure rather than a lover of God." How indispen- 
sable, then, is it to lead the youthful mind to look be- 
yond the mere possession of a reward, and of the 
gratifications it can bestow ; to direct its view to the 
love of the immediate donor, and, above all, to the 
love of Him who put that love into the donor's heart, 
and conferred upon him all his ability to be bounti- 
ful, and created the very thing which the child has 
received from his bounty ! Parental endeavours to 
give a child such views will naturally be accompa- 
nied by an exposition of the Divine holiness and jus- 
tice, and of the impossibility of the unholy being 
permanently the objects of Divine love. The wis- 
dom of God will also be described as opening to his 
view every recess of the human heart ; and his pow- 
er as making it impossible to escape the punishment, 
or lose the blessings, he appoints. Thus his whole 
character will be brought before the child ; and those 
attributes which would be most likely to be repul> 
sive, coming, as it were, in the train of love and 
bouotyi will be awful without producing horror ; and 
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by the Divine help, affection and veneration will be 
excited in harmonious union in his bosom. Oh, the 
joy of heart to the parent, who sees his child enter 
upon the blessed path which is to lead him to his 
God ! Let him spare no pains in conducting him for* 
ward in it, in smoothing it to his steps, and in shield- 
ing him from seduction to the right or left. He must 
not hope to effect his object by set lectures, at stat- 
ed times. They would not improbably disgust rather 
than benefit ; and even if they could be made agree- 
able and impressive, they would be forgotten in the 
hour of temptation. His object can only be attain- 
ed by watching the little incidents of the day and tak- 
ing advantage of them for its promotion. This course 
must be pursued gently, and as pleasantly as possi- 
ble to the child ; but always by means which Goc} 
will approve, and with a deep sense of the infinite 
importance of the end in view. There must be no 
battery, no deceit, no superficial healing of spiritual 
wounds *, but zeal and honesty must be combined with 
due allowances for the weakness, tenderness, and 
volatility of a child, and with patience, benignity and 
love. 

If the letters in the Christian Observer, already 
mentioned, had not appeared, I should have enlarg- 
ed rather more on some points connected with this 
subject than will now be necessary. It may be suf- 
ficient to say briefly, Let a parent, in pursuing the 
course which has been recommended, have recourse 
to representations, appeals, persuasions, and make 
the best use he can of hymns and passages of Scrip- 
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ture already learnt by the child* . Let him touch the 
conscience, awaken shame, affection, gratitude. Let 
him encourage openness and confidence by l^indness 
and sympathy ; and keep back the exercise of pa- 
rental authority as much as he can, showing that he 
wishes not to use it, and that, if obliged to do so, he 
will be influenced solely by a sense of duty. But 
though it is his daily endeavour to copy the beauti- 
ful forbearance of St. Paul towards Philemon, he 
must guard against laxity and weakness. He must 
not fail through tenderness to the child, or from at- 
tention to his own ease or convenience, duly to no- 
tice the faults be may discover. In this respect he 
must act on system, and with undeviating consistency 
and steadiness. He will watch against the risings 
of bad tempers, and against mere professions ; and 
counteract such evils by his own good temper, by 
his own truth and modesty and simplicity, and by 
turning the eye of his child upon his heart, as well as 
by more direct, though perhaps not more efficacicfus 
means. When the child has committed a fault, he 
will allow time for recovery from incidental agita- 
tions, and accept no professions of repentance and 
good intention while the state of the heart appears 
doubtful : taking care to impress on the child, that 
the great object he should have in view should be to 
make his peace with God^ that the offence has been 
an offence against Godj who sees the inmost soul. He 
will feel the high importance of the work in which 
he is engaged, and his own weakness and insuflicien- 
cy ; and will put up from time to time secret aspira- 




lions to God for his blessing on liimself, as well as 
on his child ; and will persevere until there is a sat- 
isfactory appearance of mild and ingenuous repent- 
ance* Though the child should not be brought by 
his labours to true christian conversion (for in that 
great work, so peculiarly his own, God will grant 
certainty of success to no human agent,) yet they 
will not fail, I think, to make a salutary impression. 
A consciousness of right and wrong will be strength- 
ened ; fear will become less a principle of action ; 
and conscience will stand more in the place of pun* 
ifthment. His love df his parents, and his deference 
for them, will increase : good habits will be formed^ 
and a general respect at least for religion will be 
cherished. He will, in this way, undergo an impor- 
tant change. The system under which he is brought 
up is " in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ;" 
and his parent may humbly hope that it will be '^ a 
<^ schoolmaster to bring him to Christ.^' With ma- 
ny present disappointments, perhaps as to its effects, 
he may yet humbly hope that its value will be deep- 
ly felt at some future and more happy period, when, 
tinder God's providence, the soil is ftilly prepared 
for the growth of the good seed. Then may that 
sown in childhood shoot up with vigour, and bear 
abundant fruit. But very frequently, I am convinc- 
ed, God vouchsafes a more speedy and visible bless- 
ing. The parent sees the work of genuine regenera- 
tion commence and proceed under his eye in early 
youth. He has the supreme happiness of seeing his 
9hild, with true submission of heart, look up to his 
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Saviour, and put himself under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. In religion, indeed, as in every thing, 
the child will be a child — ill-informed, weak, waver- 
ing, and inconsistent : but still there may be sattf- 
factory evidence that he is gradually conquering hif 
native corruptions, and beginning to acquire Chris* 
tian graces ; that he is renewing in the spirit of 
his mind, and attaining a portion of the image of 
God. 

It may be proper to add, on the subject of re* 
w^rds, that, in addition to the value they derive from 
other considerations, they possess high importance 
in cases in which punishment must be often employ^ 
ed as antidotes to the evils which attend it. Without 
them (as in many public schools), punishment has a 
great tendency to exasperate and harden ; and that 
to such a degree as even to lead the culprit to glory 
in suffering, without shrinking at the time, and with*- 
out being at all affected either before or after. In 
proportion to the horror with which a christian pai- 
rent contemplates such obduracy, will he be anxiouji 
to prevent every approach to it : and it is obvious 
how much the right employment of rewards will as* 
si&t him in his endeavours^ by showing his affectioDj^ 
softening the heart of the child, and placing it under 
the influence of a better motive than fear» I know 
a numerous family, in which there is seldom ^ great* 
er punishment inflicted, than the withholding of a re* 
ward. When this is not sufficient, some d^uctioa 
is generally made from a little property in the pa* 
rent's hands, consisting of an Qccumulatioa of re^ 
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waHs. In that family, it is usual, after every lesson to 
give softie number, proportioned to its merit, to be 
added to the numerical sum possessed by the child 
from former rewards* The addition is performed by 
the child, who may incur a known loss of one or two^ 
if the calculation should be wrong. These numbers 
are considered as worth a certain sum, say Is. per 
hundred ; and the child receives from them at the es- 
tablished rate, upon application, for any purpose 
which the parent approves. The remaining num- 
bers, not exchanged for money, continue the proper^- 
ty of the child. — This little detail may appear unne* 
cessary ; but education consists of details, and its 
success depends much on their proper selection and 
management. A system of this sort comprizes many 
advantages ; for, besides being a regular plan for 
conferring rewards, it makes the child early acquaint^ 
ed with property and its uses, and provides for his 
property being the reward of his merit ; and it also 
places the whole so immediately under the eye and 
and control of the parent, as to enable him both to 
prevent its abuse and to give any suggestions as to 
its employment. It possesses a further advantage of 
some consequence ; that of rendering children adroit 
in adding and subtracting by the head, without this 
being made a regular object of study. 

I cannot dismiss the consideration of rewards and 
punishments, without cautioning parents, on the one 
hand, against the mischief of permitting servants, ex* 
cept in very paiticular cases, to employ them to any 
considamble extent ;• and on the other, against suf- 
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fering those faults and merits of children which man^ 
ifest themselves in the nursery to escape due notice* 
Having already made some remarks on the general 
character of servants, with reference to education, it. 
will be unnecessary now to enlarge on that poihtt . 
The management of punishments Is far too delicate 
to be entrusted to such hands. When a child is very, 
violent, he must indeed be put under immediate re« 
straint by any one who happens to be present : but 
servants should not be allowed to do more in this 
way than the exigency of the case demands : and 
recourse should immediately be had to the parents, 
or, in their absence, to those who supply their place* 
With respect' to rewards, servants would probably be 
lavish and indiscriminate and capricious in their use^ 
neither guarding against the evils to be feared, nor 
forming any tolerable estimate of the higher and 
more durable advantages to be derived, from them. 
Something must be allowed in a nursery in the way 
both of punishment and reward : but it ought to be 
confined within very narrow limits. The parents, 
particularly the mother, should keep a vigilant eye 
over the course of things there, and interfere in per- 
son in all cases of importance. 

From several of the preceding observations, it 
will be' inferred, that very much may be done in in- 
ducing a child to perform his duty without having re- 
course to rewards and punishments. Appeals to his 
sense of right and wrong, to his gratitude and his 
love, to his dread of the displeasure and desire of 
the favour of his parents, and far more of his Sancti- 
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fier, his Saviour, and his Heavenly Fallier : — sucti 
appeals, pressed with tenderness, but with warmth, 
and accommodated to the age, knowledge, and dis- 
position of the child, will be found of great efficacy 
at a very early age, and will become more potent 
instruments of good in proportion as a child advan- 
ces in knowledge, in right feeling, and in sound hab* 
its, and, above all, as he obtains more and more of 
the divine blessing. A parent ought, from the very 
commencement of education, to look principally to 
these means of exciting his child ^^ to eschew evil, 
^' and to do good ;'' and should consider rewards and 
punishments as inferior and subordinate. How wiU 
he rejoice to observe the increasing influence of these 
higher and nobler motives, and his child making a 
progress towards that holy state in which they be- 
come decidedly the paramount principles of action 
— the undisputed lords of all other principles ! — But 
I must not suffer myself to dwell a second time oq 
this animating subject* 
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CHAP. VU. 



Exampk.'-^Emulalian.'^EJjfeei of personal Character af 

Parents. — Deceit. 

JL HERE is one additional stimulus to be used witb 
children : it is that of example* — We all know how 
powerfully this is recommended as a source of good 
by our holy religion. Jesus, our Savioi^r, ^^ was gir^ 
'^ en us as an example, that we should follow his 
*^ steps/' What Christian, who contemplates that 
blessed Example with holy affection, and who feels 
a warm gratitude for the unutterable condescensicm 
of his Divine Master, in affording to him this help in 
bis spiritual course, will not exert himself to give hit 
children all the benefit he can, from the example, not 
only of Christ, but of those who, however inferior, 
are yet his true servants ! He will extend his view 
further, and, from the mass of characters of a lower 
description, he will select examples to be placed be- 
fore his children. Here, indeed, he will proceed 
with much caution, and employ much discriminatioui^ 
But as he will observe, even among persons of this 
class, many who are eminent for some amiable dis« 
position, or useful habit, or praise-worthy attain- 
ment, so he will not fail to draw the attention of his 
pupil to them ; and, in pointing out to him what may 
be effected by the force of very inferior motives,^ 1m 
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will impress on his mind what ought to be the effica- 
cy of those which flow from the religion of Christ* 
He will also hold out, but with more reluctance and 
reserve, not only those who are, in the most emphat- 
ical sense, vicious characters, but also those who 
have grossly neglected means of improvement, and 
those whose conduct, whether through error or 
thoughtlessness, is absurd or mischievous, as warn- 
ings to deter from like courses. There are many 
and great advantages in conveying instruction in 
this way. What is holy, estimable, and amiable, or 
the reverse, will be better understood, and especial- 
ly by children, when exhibited in action, than when 
described in the abstract. It will also be far more 
•likely, according to its real quality, to engage the 
affections, or create disgust and abhorrence, when 
so exhibited ; for it is a general, though by no means 
an universal, truth, that, to an unsophisticated mind, 
virtue in active life will be lovely, and vice hateful* 
A parent will take care, at first, to select instances 
for his child's observation, in which these appear 
clearly in their appropriate colours ; and afterwards, 
when his estimate of things becomes pretty just, and 
his taste tolerably correct, the parent will venture, 
.by degrees, to call his attention to other instances, 
in which good and bad qualities or habits are so in- 
termixed as to lead a careless observer to wrong con- 
clusions, affording to his pupil the benefit of his own 
experience in developing and separating the compo- 
nent parts of such characters, and in aasigniog to each 
*due praise or blame» Such represent^oos will ob- 
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tain a more easy admission into the youthful mind^ if 
accompanied by proofs of the tendency of virtue to 
promote happiness, and vice misery. This tenden- 
cy must be shown, not in any abstract way, but by 
pointing out effects of this kind in the individual in- 
stances which come under review. If, on such oc- 
casions, tenderness and delicacy and discrimination 
are combined with warmth and feeling, the child will 
listen with much interest, and the parent may hope 
for God^s blessing, and for excellent fruits from this 
very pleasant branch of education. 

In this course, however, there are serious evils 
to be avoided. 

Praise and blame must be dealt out mth modern 
ation^ and often with diffidence » — No human being 
can be entitled to more than moderiate praise ; and 
no man who aspires to love his neighbour as him- 
self, will think himself warranted in unlimited or un- 
guarded censure, or will feel a disposition to employ 
it. To be prone to extremes in forming a judgment 
of others, is always foolish, and often highly presump- 
tuous and offensive. Woe be to the parent who leads 
his child into this error ! Next to the child himself, 
he may be the greatest sufferer from so doing. 

He must also be careful not to foster in the child 
a fastidious or captious, or even a critical spirit. Let 
bim never fail to inculcate, that the first and great 
business of «very individual is to do his own duty ; 
and that, though there are many reasons for endeav- 
ouring to form a true estimate of the character and 
conduct of others, yet this estimate mutt always be 
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formed with modesty and charily, and with a recol- 
lection that we are not their judges ; — to their own 
Master they must stand or fall. If^ indeed, children 
should be unhappily exposed to such intercourse with 
those whose tempers or habits are blameable, and like- 
ly to mislead them, no motive of this nature will jus- 
tify a parent in neglecting to guard them against the 
evils to be apprehended. He must hold up the per- 
sons in question as warnings before the eyes of his 
family. 

Further : he must hold out examples to his child 
in such a way as not to excite emulation* — ^To imi- 
tate an example is one thing : to rival any person, 
and endeavour to ol^tain a superiority over him, is 
another. It is very true, as is maintained by the de* 
fenders of emulation, that it is impossible to make 
progress towards excellence without outstripping 
others. But surely there is a great difference be- 
tween the attainment of a superiority over others be- 
ing a mere consequence of exertions arising from oth- 
er motive«s, and a zeal to attain this object being it- 
self a motive for exertion. Every one must see, that 
the effects produced on the mind in the two cases will 
be extremely dissimilar. Emulation is a desire of 
surpassing others, for the sake of superiority, and is 
a very powerful motive to exertion. As such, it is 
employed in most public schools ; but in none, I be- 
lieve, ancient or modern, has it been so fully and 
systematically brought into action, as in the schools 
of Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster. Whatever may be 
the merits of the schools of either of these geollemea 
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in other respects (a question on which it is unneces- 
sary to enter,) in this ihey appear to me to commit 
such an offence against christian morals, that no mer< 
its could atone for it, I cannot but think emulation 
an unhallowed principle of action ;—^a,s scarcely, if 
at all, to be disjoined from jealousy and envy, from 
pride and contention ; — incompatible with loving our 
neighbour as ourselves ; — and a principle of such po- 
tency as to be likely to engross the mind, and turn 
it habitually and violently from the motives which it 
should be the great business of education to cherish 
and render predominant ; namely, a sense of duty, 
and gratitude and love to God. Instead of enlarging 
on this subject, I beg teave to refer the reader to Mr. 
Gisbome's remarks upon it, in his " Duties of Wo- 
'^ men.'' If emulation is an unhallowed motive, it 
cannot innocently be employed, whatever good ef- 
fects may be expected from it. We must not do evil 
that good may come. But if any Christian should 
deem it not absolutely unhallowed, few will deny, I 
think, that it is questionable and dangerous. Even 
then, in this more favourable view of emulation, ought 
it to be used, except it can be shown to be necessary^ 
for the infusion of vigour into the youthful mind, and 
for securing a respectable progress in literature ? I 
can say, from experience, that it is not necessary for 
the attainment of those ends. In a numerous family 
with which I am well acquainted, emulation has been 
carefully and successfully excluded, and yet the ac- 
quirements of the different children have been very 
satisfactory. I can bear the same testimony with 
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respect to a large Sunday School with which I have 
been connected for many years. — 1 have often heard 
of virtuom emulation ; but can emulation ever be so 
characterised in a christian sense ? Whether it may, 
in that loose sense of virtue which those adopt who 
take the worlSTy principle of honour for their rule, I 
will not stop to inquire* 

But it is not sufficient not to 'excite and employ 
emulation on plan and system, as a stimulus in edu- 
cation ; great care ought to be taken to exclude it. 
And great care will be necessary ; for it will be con« 
tinually ready to show itself; and if not checked, it will 
soon attain strength, strike its roots deep in the heart, 
and produce bitter fruits, which, in the eyes of a 
Christian, will be ill-compensated by the extraordi- 
nary vigour and ener^ it will give to scholastic stud^* 
ies. When examples are held out for tmitaiion, (a 
very different thing, be it always remembered, from 
emidation,) or as warnmgs, the child must be made 
sensible that its state in th^ sight of God is rendered 
neither better nor worse by the virtues or the faults 
of others, except so far as they may have influenced, 
or may have failed to influence, its own conduct ;— 
that it ought to love its neighbour as itseti^ and to 
rejoice in every, advance made by another in what 
is good, and to lament over all his &ults and defects, 
without one selfish thought being suffered to check 
the joy or the concern ; — that it ought therefore to 
wish all its companions all success in their common 
studies with the same sincerity with which it wishes 
for its own success, and to be effected by their feults 
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and failures in th^ same manner it would by its own. 
k should be jnade sensible, in proportion as it may 
give way to feelings the reverse of these, that its 
" eye will be evil because others are good ;" and it 
will act in opposition to the injunction, ^^ Mind not 
" every one bis own things, but cveiy one also the 
'^ things of others ;'' and to a whole host of scriptu- 
ral precepts and examples. These things must be 
inculcated, not by lectures in general terms, but by 
applying such views to all the little incidents which 
call for them as they successively arise. The child 
must also be made sensible how much better it i;^ 
for himself that his companions should be eminent 
lor laudable attainments, and good qualities ; for 
that, in proportion to their excellence in these res^ 
pects, they will be useful and estimable companions, 
and ought to be objects of his affection. AH little 
boasts of having done better than this or that brother 

or sister, and every disposition to disappointment 
when they succeed best, should be checked, and the 

lesson of '^ rejoicing with them that do rejoice^ and of 
*' weeping with them that weep," must be very dili- 
gently inculcated.* 

Lastly, a parent must take special care always 
to give the example of Jesus Christ a most decided 
practical pre* eminence above all others. — It is this to 
which the child's attention must be continually turn* 

*The foregoing opinions on Emulation have been controveKed 
]by a writer in the Christian Observer ; and this important subject 
is likely to undergo much QffeAil discatsioD So that respectable psb- 
Ucation. » 
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ed t it is this which he must be taught eqiialty toTove 
and to revere : it is this alone on which he should 
learn to rely, with unvarying* confidence, as always 
pure and perfect. In addition to the more direct and 
immediate benefits he will derive fit)m thus flying to 
the example of his Saviour for guidance in his chris- 
tian path, he will, by the divine blessing, be power- 
fully led to love Him, whose blessed image is so fire- 
quently before his eyes. H« vfiXY obtain that near 
acquaintance with, his perfections — that frequent in- 
tercourse, as it were, wilh Himself — which call forth 
increasing admiration^ and reverence, and regard* 
Thus will commence a transformation into a simiN 
itude of that excellence which has found a way to 
bis heart : and, ^' beholding as in a glass the gldftj 
^ of the Lord,'' he will be *^ changed into the same 
*' image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit 
'' of the Lord." 

Bui all endeavours to make right impressions on 
the mind of a child wiftvery generally be found' in- 
effectual^ if the character of the parent dbes not cor* 
respond wiUi his instructions, and inspire his child 
with esteem and affection. It is surprising how God 
honours bis own image among men. Faint' as it is, 
even in the best, still its proximity gives it effect, 
and it exercises a portion of his own sovereign pow- 
er over the hearts of his creatures. This has been 
found to be the case in a remarkable manner among 
savage and idolatrous nations, when holy men hav^ 
lived for a length of tim^ among them as Missiona-. 
rieSf Every one must be struck with the effect pro* 
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duced by living examples of the christian graces, 
on reading accounts of the Moravian Missions ; and 
still more, perhaps, vehen, in the history of India, he 
finds what a wonderful ascendency the holy Swartz 
obtained over the Hindus of all ranks, from the high*, 
est to ihe lowest. But it is unnecessary to look so far 
from home, to be convinced of this- truth* We eve- 
ery day see it exemplified among ourselves in the 
respect and affection which good men generally ac* 
quire, when their light has long shone before the 
same neighbouriiood* If the beauties of the chris- 
tian character thus recommend themselves to persons 
of mature age, whose evil habits are often so cofirm* 
ed, and whose taste» are so vitiated, it will not be 
matter of wonder that they should have peculiar 
charms for the minds of children. Let a parent ex* 
hibit this character with consistency and prudence,, 
and he wiff seldom fail to be loved and revered by 
his children. And when this is the case, what au* 
thority will belong to his example ! what weight to 
all his admonitions} what ready attention will be 
paid to his very wishes! The difficulties of educa-^ 
tion will be wonderfidly smoothed* Ill-humour, dis* 
taste to particular studies, impatience under res* 
train ts, eye-service and deeeit^ a disposition to look 
on a parent ais a hard master, not to mention other 
evils, will be in a very great degree avoided. If it 
may be allowable to use the Prophet's language^ 
" crocked places will be made straight, and rough 
*^ places plain." But in proportion as a parent fails 
to resemble in chai*acter that Divine Being who ap- 
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points him, as it were, his vicegei*ent in his family^, 
this picture will fail to be realized ; and in the worst 
cases it will be reversed. Let, then, every parent 
look welt to hinyself« — Having touched on this most 
important subject, when treating of education at an- 
earlier age, I will not enlarge on it now* I cannot,, 
however, omit to mention an incident^ wiiich (thanks 
to God !) made a very salutary impression on me 
many years ago. On entering the school room of a 
Moravian^ Family, Lsaw^ amidst some appropriate 
joscriptions on^ the wall^ intended as mementos to the 
children, the following- one put up by the teacher for 
her own use: " Never cowect in angen." Much 
might be expected in a young family where th» gov* 
erness was so conscious of the importance of strict 
watchfulness over herself, as to record, in the face 
of her scholars, her own condemnation, if she should 
ever suffer herself tabe led to exercise her authori- 
ty in one of its most delicate and important functions^ 
when disqualified by a want of calmness fr<Mn exer«» 
cising it properly. Such self-attention could not be 
confined to- a single point, but, having entered the 
system, would pervade its different parts. My ex- 
pectations were not disappointed. A more estima- 
ble teacher, and better taught, better principled, 
more affectionate, moi'e orderly, and more happy 
scholars, I think I never saw. The excellent in* 
structress would find, in her own personal improve- 
ment, and in the gratification she could not fail to de- 
rive from the stale of her scholars, and from their res- 
pect and love, a tenfold recompense for all her res- 
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olute self-scrutiny and self-denial. Let us folfow her 
steps, and we may all humbly hope for a like reward. 
It is my object to propose, for the consideratioa 
of parents, the general principles in education which- 
appear to me to form the right foundation for such 
details in practice, as the endless variety in the dis- 
posittoosof children may require. With on^ excep* 
tion, therefore, I shall not enter on-a consideration of 
specifie faults. This exception is deceit — I sefe^cC 
this vice, not because it is pre-eminent in: enormity, 
but because' it cherishes all other vices by opposing 
itself to the means employed for their removal. By 
the secrecy in which it delights, and the veil which* 
it casts over the character, it prevents evils from^be* 
ing clearly discovered ; and by assuming a fair ap« 
pearance of repentance when they are detected : and 
sometimes even when they secretly exist in great 
malignity, by n>aking a spacious show of the opposite 
virtues, it baffles the endeavours of relations to re» 
move them^ and completely shuts out genuine repent- 
ance and reformation. While other vices predom* 
inate in the soulj there are often recurrences of deep 
remorse and earnest prayerj and of very considera* 
ble exertions to conquer them ; — ^but deceit usually 
stifles mental pangs, lulls the soulinto a fatal apathy, 
and* employs all those energies in riveting its chains 
which ought to be exerted for its deliverance. Oth- 
er vices are, generally, neither present at all times, 
nor regular in their return : but deceit is always at 
work, and scarcely allows of an interval, in which 
the soul is so far relieved from its immediate influ- 
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ence as to be in a state to be recovered from its 
tbraldoio. No wonder, then, that this vice should 
possess an awful pre-eminence in vitiating the char- 
acter, and hardening the heart ! In our blessed Sa* 
viour's severe condemnation of the Scribes and Phar* 
iaees, where be accuses ihem of almost every species 
of crime, their hypocrisy is placed in the veiy fore«' 
front of their offences, and insisted upon again and 
again : *^ Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, by- 
^ pocrites^ ! How anxious^ then, should a parent be 
to guard every avenue to such.a crime, by checking 
the first dawnings of art and decek,^ whatever appear*, 
ance they may assume,^ and by encouraging truth, in-^ 
genuousness, and simplicity of character in every 
possible way« The child ought to be armed against 
temptations to deceit, by being forewarned on what 
occasions they will present themselves, and instruct- 
ed by what means they are to be resisted* He should 
also be strongly reminded, when such occasions ac- 
tually occur, of the existing danger : and such a 
course should be pursued by the parent as to facili- 
tate bis escape^ Thus, when a fault has been com* 
mitted, or a little difference with a play-fellow has 
occurred, and an explat^tion- is required by the pai> 
ent, great care should be taken to remind the child 
of the duty of truth and ingeouousnessi, and to check 
that eagerness and haste, in the relation of circum? 
stances which will be likely to lead him to give a 
felse colour to them^ The danger of his palliating 
some things, and exaggerating other, should be point- 
ed out ^ and while he is kindly warned how grievous- 
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}y his fault (if he should have committed one) would 
be aggravated by such conduct, the loveliness of 
truth and candour ith the eyes both of God and man, 
and especially under trying circumstances, should be 
set before him, and he should receive every proper 
encouragement to adhere to them* When he has 
done his duty in this respect, whatever may have 
been amiss in his preceding conduct should be no- 
ticed in as lenient a manner as is compatible with 
a full maintenance of the distinction between right 
and wrong, and a due sense of the importance of th« 
particular case. He should be made to feel how 
tenderly he is treated on account of his candour, and 
how very different his treatment would have been 
had he acted otherwise. But, above a11, he should 
be made sensible of the terrible load of divine wrath 
which noust rest on every child who endeavours to 
hide or excuse a f^qh by Kes, prevarication, or con- 
cealment ; of the impossibility of pardon without re- 
pentance, and of the impossibility oS cordial repent- 
ance when the mouth will not ^' make confession la 
*^ salvation.^' Then should be described in mild and 
sober, but warm, colours, (warm from the lively, pa- 
rental, and christian impressions whence they pro- 
ceed,) the infinite btessings of an approving con- 
science, and of that peace which passeth all under- 
standing, arising from a sense of sin forgiven, and of 
divine favour restored, contrasted with the corroding 
sense of unpardoned guilt, and of being subject to the 
frown of an offended God. If the child has been well 
educated, his feelings will readily respond ta the nptei 
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you strike ; and you will see in his countenance and 
air a cordial assent to the scriptural representation, 
that '^ the ways of religion are ways of pleasantness, 
*^ and all her paths are peace,'^ and that the wicked 
has no peace, but ^' is like the troubled sea, which 
" cannot rest.** When a lie has been detected, it 
should be treated as one of the greatest crimes, and 
every endeavour should be used to fix Us guilt on 
the conscience, and lead the culprit to deep and gen- 
uine repentance. Even much lighter instances of 
fiilsehood should meet with very serious attention* 
P^ins should be taken to point out their connexion 
with lies, and their derivation from the same princi- 
ple, and consequently their hateftilness in the sight 
of God. The conduct which ought to have been ' 
jHirsued by the chiki should be particularized, and 
ks beauty and happy consequences dwelt upon and 
contrasted with the deformity of the ftiult which he 
has committed, and the guilt, and remorse, and pa- 
rental distrust, and divine displeasure which he has ' 
incurred. Deceit often takes deep root in a child 
from such jests and tricks being allowed as afibrd it 
encouragement. Jests and tricks are not pnly gen- 
erally connected with art, but very frequently derive 
their supposed merit froni that very circumstance. 
Surely this is playing with edged tools ! The cbildy 
who is allowed to sharpen his wil» in over-reaching his 
companions in jest, will soon acquire a taste for that 
employment of his faculties, and simplicity and plain 
dealing will appear insipid to him» From deceiving 
in jest, he will soon proceed to deceive in earnest ; 
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and the pleasure which he has been in the habit of 
deriving from success in the one course will be felt 
and perhaps in a Higher degree, from success in the 
other* Is it not by much the safer course, to dis- 
countenance, and even forbid, the exercise of inge* 
nuity in the way that has been mentioned ? God, in 
his wisdom and goodness, has supplied an abundance 
of innocent means of exhilirating the mind, and draw- 
ing forth its powers, and many of them are of the 
most useful kind. Such will present themselves to 
every parent, and leave those without excuse wha. 
permit dangerous habits among their children, for the 
sake of improving their faculties, and promoting their 
happiness. I would not say, as the poet does of a 
bold pleasantry, that simplicity and integrity of mind, 

«i When once destroyed forever wiU be lost,^' 

but I believe, that of all good dispositions these are 
restored with the greatest difficulty when art, and 
cunning, and deceit, have had possession of the soul. 
It sometimes happens, that the harsh means used by 
a parent to eradicate a fault lead the child to deceit. 
The temptation to deny his guilt, and escape the very 
severe punishment he expects, is almost irresistible. 
Sometimes also the methods taken to extort confes- 
sion, when a fault is strongly suspected, lead to a 
false confession, when the ohild is really innocent. 
With what horror have I seen a lady recollect a scene 
of this kind in which she was engaged when a child !* 

* There is an interestinff anecdote on this subject in the Chris- 
tian Obsenrer, vol. ii. p. 665. 
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the constant force of gravity is only balanced by the 
centrifugal force, equally constant : and in our polit- 
ical system, the tendency of each of the branches 
"which form the legislature to increase its own power, 
would not be kept in check, if the other two bodies 
were not continually ready to resist encroachments, 
either by the exercise of their constitutional powers, 
or (as is generally the case in practice) by their in- 
duence. Is then the natural tendency of man to evil 
the only uniform tendency which does not require 
Constant counteraction ? And is it in his earliest 
years, before settled habits of virtue, are formed, and 
before systematic caution and recollection to guard 
against deflections from the right path are acquired, 
that we can safely dispense with such counteraction ? 
The prudent Christian father will judge far otherwise* 
His parental watchfulness will be as unremitting as 
circumstances will allow, and the care and earnest* 
ness with which it will be employed will be in some 
measure proportionate to the supreme importance of 
the object to be attained. I will proceed to point 
put some leading points, which will require attention 
when the child is out of the school-room* 

First, then, with respect to amusements. — ^Of these 
God has made a most liberal provision, and I need 
not show that they are absolutely necessary for chil- 
dren. The parent ought to take care that they are 
not only harmless^ but as useful as possible : and 
very useful they may be rendered, if he give his at- 
tention to this point with just views of human nature 
and of vital religion, fiy being forward to promote 
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his child^s pleasures, he will increase his affection, 
and gain his confidence, and sweeten the restraints 
and labours of the school-room : — by guiding him 
in the selection of them, he will show him practical- 
ly what a natural propensity children have to sinful 
gratifications, but what a sting such gratifications 
leave behind them : and also what an abundance of 
innocent pleasures our all bountiful God has placed 
within our reach. He will make him sensible how 
frequently, while amusing himself, he may promote 
the happiness of others, and cherish just principles 
and good dispositions In his own bosom ; and that 
pleasures which produce such fruits will generally be 
the sweetest in immediate enjoyment, and still sweet- 
er in retrospect. He will also communicate much 
useful knowledge, while his child thinks only of his 
own amusement : and be will discover many a fault, 
and many a promising disposition^ which would 
scarcely have shown themselves amidst the restraints 
of the school-room. He will often find himself able 
to correct the one without any grave process for that 
purpose ; and he will take advantage of the other at 
a season when the openness of the heart and the flow 
of the affections give him the best opportunity of 
connecting it with christian principle, and of giving 
it a holy direction. Above all, he will make him sen* 
sible how conducive goorl principles are to pleasure } 
that not only he is the happy mauy but 

^* He is the happy boy whose life, e'en now, 

^^ Shows somewhat of that happier life to come : — '' 

tbat the ways o£ ireligioa are ^^ ways of pleasantness, 
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"• and all her paths are peace." This will be done 
by leading him to compare the 

<« Solid and heartfelt delight,^^ 

which he has enjoyed in amusements sanctioned by 
the divine approbation, with the anxiety and the fears 
which must attend guilty pleasures, and the remorse 
which must follow them. He will thus begin to learn 
from his own experience, that 

" True pietj »3 cheerful as the daj ;" 

and that the misgivings and forebodings of a troubled 
conscience must poison every enjoyment. And this 
truth early fixed, and strongly felt at a time of life 
when the sensibility is all alive, will do much, by 
God's blessing, towards securing him from the pow- 
er of temptations^ not only in childlKnod, but at sub- 
sequent periods when many of them will attack him 
with greater force. — Let it not be thought, that the 
age of the parent will unfit him for promoting the 
pleasures of his child in his playhours. On the con- 
trary, if, instead of forcing amusements upon the child, 
he suffers him to follow in a great measure, the bent 
of his inclinations, and merely prevents every thing 
wrong while he now and then lends his aid to remove 
little obstacles and to forward his child's objects, he 
will find himself a very acceptable companion. He 
will admire the divine wisdom and benevolence, 
which, while it makes youth the joy of age, thus en- 
ables age not only to guide the inexperience but to 
sweeten the pleasures of youth. 

But a parent must not expect to be a pleasing 
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Ttnd nscful companion to hh child, without making 
some sacrifices. As in the material, so in the moral 
and intellectual worlds, there is no region in which 
those who will not subtnit to the toil of culture can 
expect a harvest. He must often forego his own 
wishes, to meet those of his child. During a walk, 
for instance,, he must be content to break the thread 
of his own thoughts to give explanations which can* 
not but appear to him trifling, and to hear. remarks 
which convey to him no information* At one time,- 
he may be requested to look at a pebble, when he 
was ruminating on the re-establishment of the inde- 
pendence of Europe ; and at another, he may be 
called upon to cut a twig from a tree, when looking 
at a fine passage in Milton. If, however, he form 
a right estimate of education, he will bear such inter- 
ruptions with complacency ; and reflect, that the peb» 
ble and the twig, ^ewed in connexion with their con- 
cominant circumstances, may probably be, at thai 
time, more important objects of his attention than 
European politics or our great Epic Poet. And 
when, at the close of the day, he reviews its events, 
with how much greater pleasure will he look back 
on such little instances of self-denial, and on the ad« 
vantage he may hope that this boy has received from 
them, than he could on his speculations respecting the 
happy results of the late war, or on the pleasure which 
he derived from the noble flights of Milton. — Not 
that a parent is to give up all his time to his chil- 
dren. This surrender would be incompatible with 
the discharge of his other duties. But he will do 
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" and all her paths are peace.'' This will be done 
by leading him to compare the 

" Solid and heartfelt delight,»> 

\vhich he has enjoyed in amusements sanctioned by 
the divine approbation, with the anxiety and the fears 
which miist attend guilty pleasures, and the remorse 
which must follow them. He will thus begin to learn 
from his own experience, that 

" True pietj h cheerful as the day ;" 

and that the misgivings and forebodings of a troubled 
conscience must poison every enjoyment. And this 
truth early fixed, and strongly felt at a time of life 
when the sensibility is all alive, will do much, by 
God's blessing, towards securing him from the pow- 
er of temptations,^ not only in childhood, but at sub- 
sequent periods when many of them will attack him 
with greater force. — Let it not be thought, that the 
age of the parent will unfit him for promoting the 
pleasures of his child in his playhours. On the con- 
trary, if, instead of forcing amusements upon the child, 
he suffers him to follow in a great measure, the bent 
of his inclinations, and merely prevents every thing 
wrong while he now and then lends his aid to remove 
little obstacles and to forward his child's objects, he 
will find himself a very acceptable companion. He 
will admire the divine wisdom and benevolence, 
which, while it makes youth the joy of age, thus en- 
ables age not only to guide the inex^perience but to 
sweeten the pleasures of youth. 

But a parent must not expect to be a pleasing 
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principle, the parent must interfere with such deci- 
sion as to stop the progress of mischief. Sedenta- 
ry games of chance or skill, as drafts, are certainly 
dangerous, when in frequent, use, and I think that 
they are better avoided altogisther. They are ob« 
jectionable, partly because they are sedentary, and 
therefore ill-suited to an age when lively exercise is 
so natural and so conducive to health and vigour ^ 
partly, because their very easence is competition 5 
but chiefly because they may give a taste for cards^ 
aitd perhaps for gaming. Little gardens distributed 
among the children of a family, and to be managed 
entirely by themselves, are admirable sources of a- 
musement. A few small tools and implements of 
carpentry, in a father^s custody, to be lent occasion- 
ally to his children, answer an excellent purpose; 
find particularly if he is qualified to assist a little 
when difSculties occur in the use of them» 

But whatever are the favourite amusements 
which will vary with, the age, sex, and natural turn 
of mind, moderation An them is of the highest im- 
portance* Children ought to learn early, that life 
and all our faculties are given to us rather for bu- 
siness than for pleasure ; that they are talents to 
be employed in our loord's service, and must not be 
wasted in idleness or frivolous pursuits. Amuse- 
ment must he represented as na longer Innocent, 
when encroaching on the time which ought to be em- 
ployed in serious occupations, to which it must al- 
ways be considered as subordinate. It must be rep- 
resented as truly sweet, (such is the wise and grai- 
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cious connexion which God has appointed between 
pleasure and duty,) only when confined within due 
bounds ; and as producing satiety, — as engrossing 
the mind, and alienating it from God, — as generating 
bad passions, — and as leading to shame and remorse, 
and to eternal ruin, when it occupies the chief place 
in the heart. Thus persons who had given them- 
selves up to wickedness, are described in Scripture 
as " lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God ;•* 
and the rich man in the parable is said to be tor- 
mented in hell, because in this life his great , object 
was to indulge in pleasure. This is a point in which 
young people are very apt to transgress. 

There is one amusement which 1 have reserved 
for separate consideration : because while it affords 
high gratification, it is also, under proper manage- 
ment, a most important source of improvement ; but 
if subject to no regulations, it is pregnant with the 
greatest evils. I speak of private reading. Of late 
years, a great variety of little books extremely well 
calculated to amuse children, and at the same time 
to make virtue lovely and vice hateful, have been 
sent into the world. These should be carefully se- 
lected from the great mass of indifferent and mischiev- 
ous publications ; and one or another of them will 
generally take the fancy of a child, as soon ai^ he 
can read with tolerable ease. When he once begins 
to amuse himself in this way, a great point is gained. 
Time will never hang heavy on his hands : he will 
make rapid progress in reading : much knowledge 
will be gained i his faculties will be drawn forth i his 
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taste will receive a right direction ; and good prin* 
ciples will take firmer hold of his mind. Care must 
be taken, however, that he does not read too much 
or too rapidly. He may becokne a devourer of little 
books, and read every thing, and remember little. 
To counteract this tendency, and at the same tio^e 
10 assist in giving hior right impressions from his 
reading, it will be useful to induce him, by a few 
leading questions, proposed with kindness and in a 
femiliar manner, to relate the stories which have in- 
terested him. This practice, if not pressed too far 
or suffered to wear the air of a lesson, will generally 
be an agreeable amusement : and it will afford a par- 
ent great opportunities of discovering the turn of the 
child^s mind, and of giving it a right direction. It 
will also be necessary to guard against bad effects 
from the short abstracts of histories, which, by ac- 
quainting him with the leading facts, diminish, at a 
future period, the interest of the histories themselves, 
and indispose him for going through their details. In 
order to avoid this evil, I am inclined to think, that 
such abstracts should be sparingly used. 

From the subject of amusements, I must pass to 
one nearly allied to it ; and say a little on the way 
in which children of the same family should conduct 
themselves, each towards the other. At the very 
early period of life now under consideration, play 
will occupy a large portion of the time not employed 
in the school-room ; and much happiness or vexation^ 
advantage or injury, must be derived from the dis* 
positions which accompany it. When the spirit^ sire 
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cious connexion which God has appointed between, 
pleasure and duty,) only when confined within due 
bounds ; and as producing satiety, — as engrossing 
the mind, and alienating it from God, — as generating 
bad passions, — and asleading to shame and remorse, 
and to eternal ruin, when it occupies the chief place 
in the heart. Thus persons who had given them- 
selves up to wickedness, are described in Scripture 
as ^^ lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God ;'^ 
and the rich man in the parable is said to be tor- 
mented in hell, because in this life his great . object 
was to indulge in pleasure. This is a point in which 
young people are very apt to transgress. 

There is one amusement which 1 have reserved 
for separate consideration : because while it affords 
high gratification, it is also, under proper manage- 
ment, a most important source of improvement ; but 
if subject to no regulations, it is pregnant with the 
greatest evils. I speak of private reading. Of late 
years, a great variety of little books extremely well 
calculated to amuse children, and at the same time 
to make virtue lovely and vice hateful, have been 
sent into the world. These should be carefully se- 
lected from the great mass of indifferent and mischiev* 
ous publications ; and one or another of them will 
generally take the fancy of a child, as soon as he 
can read with tolerable ease. When he once begins 
to amuse himself in this way, a great point is gained. 
Time will never hang heavy on his hands : he will 
make rapid progress in reading : much knowledge 
will be gained i his faculties will be drawn forth i his 
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taste will receive a right direction ; and good prm* 
ciples will take firmer hold of his mind. Care must 
be taken, however, that he does not read too much 
or too rapidly. He may becbtne a devourer of little 
books, and read every thing, and remember little* 
To counteract this tendency, and at the same time 
10 assist in giving hior right impressions from his 
reading, it will be useful to induce him, by a few 
leading questions, proposed with kindness and in a 
femiliar manner, to relate the stories which have in* 
terested him. This practice, if not pressed too far 
or suffered to wear the air of a lesson, will generally^ 
be an agreeable amusement : and it will afford a par- 
ent great opportunities of discovering the turn of the 
child^s mind, and of giving it a right direction. It 
will also be necessary to guard against bad effects 
from the short abstracts of histories, which, by ac- 
quainting him with the leading facts, diminish, at a 
future period, the interest of the histories themselves, 
and indispose him for going through their details. In 
order to avoid this evil, I am inclined to think, that 
such abstracts should be sparingly used. 

From the subject of amusements, I must pass to 
one nearly allied to it ; and say a litde on the way 
in which children of the same family should conduct 
themselves, each towards the other. At the very 
early period of life now under consideration, play 
will occupy a large portion of the time not employed 
in the school-room ; and much happiness or vexation^ 
advantage or injury, must be derived from the dis* 
positions which accompany it. When the spirit^ sire 
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lugb and the passions warm, and when the objects 
in view are interesting, children will always be in 
danger of giving way to selfishness, and of falling 
into little quarrels ; and if the evil is suffered to pro- 
ceed, contradictions, criminations, misrepresenta* 
tions, falsehoods, hard names, threats, and perhaps 
blows will follow. If such scenes are often repeated, 
domestic love and harmony will give place to mutual 
dislike and alienation ; to tyranny in'^the elder, and 
to an abject or a bitter spirit in the younger, who, 
in their turn, will often be disposed to repay them* 
selves for their sufferings by domineering over those 
below them. If tyranny produces slavery, it also 
produces tyranny. What a scene does a family pre- 
sent, when under the influence of such passions, and 
addicted to such habits ! What obstacles are oppos- 
ed to meekness and gentleness, candour and forbear- 
ance : to the charity which " thinketh no evil ;" 
which " suffereth long and is kind 5" which " bear- 
eth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
^ndureth all things ;^' to the love of man, and there- 
fore, to that which cannot exist without it, the love 
of God ! He .who loveth not his brother whom he 
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not 
aeen ? I dwell the more on this point, because many, 
who would be shocked by quarrels among their 
friends, see them take place among children with 
Tery little concern. Do not contentions spring in 
both cases from the same root ? And is not the fruit 
which they produce, however different in form and 
appearance, essentially of the same species ? Sureh\ 



tlien, the utmost pains should be taken to prevent 
and to heal differences, and to promote harmony id 
a young family. It is by no means sufficient to 
silence a dispute by the voice of authority, and to 
keep down all outward expressions of disagreement* 
The evil may yet remain in the heart, and rankle 
there in all its malignity. Persevering pains must 
be taken to eradicate it. A Christian parent oA 
^uch occasions will show his child from what tempers 
quarrels arise, and make him sensible, by God'^ 
blessing, of ihe hatefulness of such tempers, and of 
their contrariety to the character of his God and Sa- 
viour. He will pourtray, in simple but glowing col- 
ours, the beauty of the opposite tempers, their ten- 
dency to conciliate affection and esteem in this world, 
and to promote that renewal in the divine image 
which is indispensable to an union with Christ in the 
next. He will give additional force to these general 
topics by bringing into view all the claims to forbear* 
ance and to love which belongs to the child with 
whom the quarrel has arisen ; and the grief and the 
bad consequences which attend such family differ- 
ences, and the happiness and the numerous advan- 
tages of mutual kindness. Nor will he rest satisfied 
till he sees all the remains of ill-will give way, and 
the child brought into a frame of mind candidly and 
cordially to make every requisite acknowledgment 
to his playfellow, and to desire a complete ireconcili* 
ation; While the parent is bringing matters to this 
issue, he will be particularly careful to show, that al- 
though he is impartial, and can see in a true light the 
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faults on both sides, yet it becomes the child to think 
only of bis own guilt, and to be anxious for forgive- 
ness from God and man, and for the restoration of 
cordial harmony. 

In the observations which have been made on 
quarrels, a domineering spirit has been slightly men- 
tioned as connected with them* But this spirit re« 
quires farther attention. It is the natural fruit of the 
two leading evils in our nature, selfishness and })ride ; 
and therefore a parent must not be sui^rised to see 
it among his children. The elder will expect a com- 
pliance with their wishes and humours on the part of 
the younger ; the boys will exact obedience from the 
girls of nearly the same age ; and they will all be 
disposed to assert a superiority over some of the ser- 
vants. I have seen a young urchin, in the nursery, 
play the tyrant with a high hand over his maid : 
and sometime^, little creatures, who should be prac- 
tising submission and deference towards their elder 
relations, presume on the fondness of one or another 
q£ them ; an aunt perhaps, or even a mother ; and 
behave in a manner as injurious to themselves, as it 
is revolting to all who witness the unnatural scene. I 
need not enlarge on this subject, to make a Christian 
parent sensible of its importance. He will recollect, 
that humility and submission are the very foundations 
of religion, and of the whole range of religious tern* 
pers : that there cannot be a greater solecism than 
a self-willed or a tyrannical Christian : that he who 
would be high in the kingdom of the loWly Saviour, 
must be <^ least of all, and servant of all :'' that the 
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most impetuous and high-minded by nature of all the 
Apostles, when matured in his christian course, said 
with unusual emphasis, " Yea, all of you be subject 
" one to another, and be clothed with humility." He 
will therefore by no means view this point with in- 
difference : he will not leave things to find their owh 
level, as the phrase is, in his young family : much 
less will he be dazzled by the appearance of spirit 
in a boy of activity and vigour, who aspires to be 
the master of all about him. He will earnesdy incul- 
cate mutual kindness, and forbearance, and condes- 
cension : which all should be forward in exercising, 
but backward in requiring : — he will inculcate that 
true fortitude and greatness of mind show themselves 
in nothing more clearly than in not being overcome 
of evil, but in overcoming evil' with good: he will 
dwell on the beauty of a character which obtains 
such victories, — on the evil prevented and the happi- 
j^ess diffused by them, — on their value in the sight 
of God,— ^nd on their important influence in promot- 
ing some faint resemblaiice of Him who, with all his 
meekness and lowliness, was a perfect pattern of ho- 
ly fortitude, and at length died for his enemies* 
These topics will furnish abundant matter for im- 
pressing the young mind ; and if that of the par- 
ent is in true harmony with them, they will be 
seldom used in vain. There will, however, be 
frequent recurrences of the fault in question, where 
the temper is sanguine and eager, and still more 
where there is a tendency to jealousy or passion* 
In such cascs; a parent will find it of the highest im- 
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portance to watch his own temper ; for equanimityt 
and tenderness in the use of his authority, joined to 
constant firmness, will do much towards repressing 
a domineering spirit in his children. These quali- 
ties will put to the blush the impatience, and vio- 
lence, and thirst of power, which may appear among 
his little ones, and lead them by sympathy to a bet- 
ter spirit 5 while the display of tempers at all similar 
to theirs, however it might terrify the culprits into 
instant submission, would leave a fire covered with 
ashes, but unsubdued and ready to break forth again 
\irith undiminished force. 

Sometimes, a nursery is infected by a spirit of 
leasing in some of its inmates : a spirit which ia 
often combined with much cunnings and delights in 
drawing a playfellow of a more unguarded nature in- 
to imprudences and excesses, and then in laying all 
the blame upon him. This mean habit must be strict* 
ly watched. It is the bane of every thing kind and 
generous, and leads to systematic deceit and false- 
hood. Hasty quarrels leave little of bad leaven be- 
hind them, compared with this cold-blooded and 
odious practice. 

Selfishness and jealousy generally appear very 
early in children, and are among the most unamia- 
ble of all the bad dispositions inherited from our 
First Parents. Every mother can testify what reluc- 
tance children show by nature, to giving or lending 
Iheir own playthings : how eagerly they grasp at 
those which belong to others ; how earnestly they 
contend few the first occupancy of such as are a sort 
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of commcm property ; how ardently they long for 
anything when another child is playing with it ; and 
how indifferent to>it they often become as soon as he 
has relinquished it. And with respect to jealousy^ 
the original bias is quite as striking. Even infanta 
show it, when the women that have the charge of 
them bestow caresses on other children $ and in sub- 
sequent years, though the feeling is known to be 
wrong, and its outward expression is in a measure 
restrained, yet from time to time evident symptoms 
of it appear. 

It is needless to 3ay, that such feelings should be 
repressed : they are not only evidently incompatible 
with the law of-love, but are condemned even by the 
lax code of worldly morality. Let every parent be 
indefatigable in his endeavours to correct them : and 
let him constantly bear in mind, that merely to check 
outward appearances, will by no means be sufficient^ 
that the child who is subject to such tempers is con^ 
scious of their baseness, and naturally desirous of 
concealing them ; and that the object in view can be 
attained only by the eradication of the evil itself from 
the heart, and by the implantation of those christian 
virtues which are opposed to it. This must be the 
work of the Holy Spirit, whose humble instrument 
the parent may be in cleansing and pi*eparing the 
9oil, and in sowing the good seed. 

The proper conduct of the two sexes, each to* 
wards the other, is of high importance, even at this 
early age. Boys are apt to feel their superior strength 
and hacdibood^ and not to treat girls as they ought i 
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and sometimes, I fear, girls, presuming on their 
emption from that kind of treatment which imperti- 
nence experiences among boys, give to their tongues 
liberties which are subversive of family concord. In 
addition to the immediate evils flowing from this state 
of things, a foundation is laid for still greater in fu- 
ture life. In the whole range of associations between 
persons of different sexes, the consequent advanta- 
ges extremely depend on the maintenance of fixed 
and habitual sentiments of mutual respect* Such 
sentiments are essential to delicacy and tenderness 
in men, and to willing deference and submission in 
women, and to cordial affection in the nearer rela- 
tions of life on both sides. How desirable, then, is 
ft, that the foundations of right feelings and right 
conduct should be laid in early life ; and how well 
employed is the attention by which this object is ef- 
fected ! It would be necessary, were the subsequent 
stages of education brought under review, to treat 
this subject with more particularity. 

And can we pass on to other topics without re- 
flecting for a few moments on the delightful specta- 
cle of a young family living together in harmony 
that is seldom interrupted by contentions, overbear- 
ing conduct, rivalries, jealousies, or suspicions ^ a 
family in which cotentment, love, generosity, mutual 
forbearance, and a spirit of mutual accommodation,, 
founded on christian principles, are the prominent 
dispositions, and in which the performance of daily 
duties, and the promotion and participation of the 
general happiness, appear to be the leading occupa« 
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£ion9 ? Struck with the beauty of such a scene, one 
who was familiar with family discord exclaimed, *^Be« 
" hold how good and how pleasent it is for brethren 
" to dwell together ia unity I" In such a family, ad- 
versity will seldom inflict a deep or lasting wound.^ 
Many sweet drops will find their way into the bitter 
cup ; and in no long time tears will be succeeded by 
smiles, and a recollection of the trial may be attend*- 
ed, perhaps,^ with not more pain than pleasure. 

If w^e were to look round for the opposite picture, 
should we not find it presenting so many deep shades 
of depravity and wretchedness as to make us shudder 
at the view ? I will not give myself and my readers the 
pain of contemplating the scene more closely .^ Were 
we to do so, we should be all ready to exclaim with 
Isaiah, " There is no peace, salth my God, to the 
^'wicked !" and with St. James, ''^ Where envying|and 
" strife is, there is confusion and every evil work." 

• All the benefits of a useful education may be lost 
by acquaintance with children of bad habits. Such isr 
the natural propensity to evil ; so great is the vivac- 
ity, the curiosity, the love of novelty, and the want 
of caution at a tender age ; so lively is the sympa** 
thy, so active the spirit of imitation ; that even oc- 
casional intercourse with dangerous companions will 
seldom fail to be highly injurious to children. Sure- 
ly it is the part of wisdom to keep them as much a9 
possible from moral contagion, till they have acquir- 
ed some strength to resist it. K the weakness of 
man is such, that our Saviour, in giving a short 
Prayer for universal use ia his churchy g%w fit to in- 
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sert in it the petition, ^^ Lead us not into tempta* 
*Uion," how much must it be the duty of a Christian 
parent to preserve the little creatures committed to 
his care, whose good principles and habits are as 
yet unfixed and infirm, from a species of temptation 
most seductive and dangerous ? They must at length 
go forth into an evil world ; but they ought to be 
prepared against its allurements by education, and 
introduced to them by degrees. At this early age, 
the tender plant should be preserved with care from 
the frosts, and storms, and droughts which it will be 
better able to encounter at a future period, if guard- 
ed and sheltered while its stem is weak, and its roots 
are few and superficial. But besides the present 
danger from undesirable companions, a foundation 
is often laid for bad connexions in future life. The 
fittle play-fellows become attached, and wish to keep 
up their acquaintance in succeeding years : and un- 
less the desire to discontinue the intimacy be mutu- 
al, either of them will find it difiicult to break ofif the 
connexion, however alive to the snares and dangers 
which attend it. The importance of this considera- 
tion is great, for a man's steps through life usually 
depend not a little upon the nature of his early fi*iend- 
ships. Nor is it from children only that danger is 
to be apprehended, but also from visitors of a more 
advanced age. Instead of strengthening the hands 
of the parent, they are too apt to flatter and humour 
the little ones ; to entertain them with foolish stories ; 
or to teach them to be impertinent, and to take im- 
proper liberties. More mh$chief is sometimes dm^ 
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ih this way, in a few dayb, than the parent can undo 
in as many weeks. A single instance of Jbad exam- 
ple is dangerous. How destructive, then, must be 
its frequent repetition ; and how important must ift 
be to guard the sacred work of education from such 
interruptions, and to make great sacrifices ta efiect 
this object ! Parents are too apt to make their own 
taste and convenience the great, if not the only, rule 
in the selection of their acquaintance. Now, ought 
not the safety and welfare of their children to enter 
at least equally into their consideration ? Here, 
probably, is the most vulnerable point, and here 
ought provident caution and measures of defence to 
be most carefully employed. Parents frequently 
leave their home and their circle of acquaintance for 
a considerable time, in order to afibrd to their chil- 
dren an opportunity of acquiring accomplishments. 
Shall there be less interference with old habits, less 
change of situation, or of acquaintance, when thB 
object is to shield them from the allurements of sin, 
and to give them a taste for the paths of true relig« 
ion and virtue ? Are we not called upon to apply 
the spirit of the precept, to cut off the offending right 
hand and to pluck out the offending right eye, to the 
case before us, and resolutely, though with all mild- 
ness and courtesy, to avoid in our social intercoiurse 
whatever may be dangerous to our children ? It is 
true, that the question is one of comparison. Some^ 
risks to the young family must be incurred, if we 
would not do extreme violence to private friendship^ 
to the ties of relatiousbip, or to the duties of hospi- 
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tality. But those who feel the importance of pre- 
serving their tender charge from the contagion of 
evil, will allow great weight,^ in forming a decision^ 
to the circumstances which belong to that side of the 
question* With respect to forming new connexionsi- 
there is seldom much difficulty ; but with regard to 
old associations, we shall often be called to introduce 
changes as to the frequency and duration of visits-, 
and sometimes as to their continuance : — changes 
which may appear unkind to others, and will be ex* 
tremely unpleasant to ourselves* Let it, however, 
be our earnest prayer and endeavour to do all in the 
spirit of christian afiection ; and this will greatly 
facilitate our object. — I remember many years aga 
being struck by a little incident in a parish, where 
the incumbent, a man of most extraordinary chris*^ 
tian benignity, when in company with a clerical 
friend, rebuked in very plain tenns one of his par- 
ishioners for gross misbehaviour on a recent occa- 
sion. The reproof was so severe as to astonish his 
friend, who declared, that, if he had addressed one 
of his own flock in similar language, he should have 
expected an irreconcileable breach. The clergy* 
man of the parish answered him, with a gentle pat 
on the shoulder, and with a smile of christian wisdom, 
^ O, my friend, when there is love in the heart, you 
^^ may say any thing.'' And in. like manner, I believe,- 
when there is true and warm love in our hearts, and 
our measures are prompted by a cakn and sincere 
sense of duty, we may do almost any thing without 
giving great offence ; at least without giving o&nce 
deep and lastkig* 
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After what has been said respecting servants^ 
Httle needs to be added to guard parents against suf* 
ferihg a child to make them his companions. He 
should always treat them with kindness, but should 
be led not to amuse himself with their society in his 
play-hours* This remark applies with particular 
force to the men servants, who will generally be 
much more dangerous to children than the maids. But, 
with very few exceptions, both the one and the 
other, if treated by the children as favourites, will be 
apt to flatter and humour them, and teach them to be 
guilty of little deceits, and to be fond of self indul- 
gence. Vulgarity of manners and of language, 
though the most obvious, is perhaps the least of the 
levils to be apprehended from such companiol^s* 
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CHAP. IX. 

Hardihood. — Moderate Habits. — Artificial Hard^ 
ship$.'^Moderation favourable to elevation ofChar^ 
acter. — Rules. — Preparation for Prayer. — Self^ 
Examination. — Prayer. — How long Boys should 
be kept under domestic Education.^^P reparation for- 
School. — Governesses. 

In a system sucb as I hare recommended, marked 

by the absence of harshness and violence on the 
part of the parent, and of contests and collisions 
among the children, there may appear to be some 
danger of a want of the hardihood requisite in the 
troubles and disappointments that will be met with 
in life. But though the circumstances which in gen- 
eral tend most powerfully to promote this quality are 
excluded by our plan of education, yet, under the 
guidance of a parent who turns his attention to this 
point, those which remain will be sufficient for the 
attainment of our object. Even in the best regulat- 
ed families, troubles will arise among the children. 
The loss of a plaything, a personal accident, a les- 
son ill learned, — above all, a hope disappointed ; — 
all these, and numberless other circumstances of con- 
stant recun'ence, will checquer their happiness, and 
accustom them to difficulties and trials, which it will 
be the parent's endeavour to convert into lessons of 
patient endurance^ if not of cheerful resignation* 
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But there is another course, perfectly compatible 
If ith that just mentioned, of high importance for arm* 
ing the young mind against the difficulties and trou« 
Ue s of life : this is, to accustom children to moderation^ 
and to teach them from the first to do as much as may 
be for themselvesj instead of depending on others fot 
their conveniences and comforts* Moderate habits 
have been celebrated as sources of happiness by Mr. 
Paley, and with the felicity with which he handles 
most topics unconnected with his eiToneous principle 
{as I deem it) of general expediency. It is, there- 
fore, perfectly unnecessary for me to enlarge on the 
value of such habits.* It is apparent, how contented 
with a little those are prepared to be, whose hab« 
its lead them to look for little ; and how large 6 
portion of the trials of those who are used to flat« 
tery, luxury, and self-indulgence, m///7a^$ over their 
heads.^ The want of delicate food and a soft bed 
will not be feh by a child who has been used to 
plain fare and a mattress ; and rising early in the 
winter will be no hardship to one who has been 
always accustomed to it» The habits also of shifti^ 
ing for themselves (to use a homely but expressi^ 
ive phrase) will not only stimulate the activity of 
children, and call forth their ingenuity, and make 
them more pleased with little acquisitions, as fruits 

* Vide Moral Philosophy, chapter oa Human Happiness. 

t ^^ Will pass over their heads,'' the meaning of this phraie 
in this connexion h not immediately obvious ; the phrase, they 
toiU etcape^ would, perhaps, render the ieatetic6 more perspiruout* 
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6f their own skill and exertions, but it will po w« 
erfully tend to presjerve them from sources of dis« 
content. There is no bound to the unreasonable 
wishes of those who are taught to think it the busi- 
ness of others to obtain for them what they wish. 
They wHl often appear to wish almost solely for the 
sake of giving trouble. But whether they really do 
so or not, the unfortunate person, who is expected 
to satisfy this immeasurable capacity of wishing, will 
be extremely likely to be of that opinion, and exe- 
cute the unpleasant task with no little dissatisfaction, 
if not with ill-humour. These dispositions will be 
caught by the children, and add greatly to the dis- 
content excited by their preposterous and unsatisfied 
wants. This, I conceive, is one leading cause of the 
unhappiness of the children, and the unfeeling con- 
duct of the female attendants so often observable 
when children of rank walk out in the parks in Lon- 
don. How different is the situation of children who 
are taught to depend upon themselves as much as 
possible for their comforts and pleasures! Their 
wishes will be moderate and reasonable ; for they 
will be bounded by their sense of their own ability 
to supply them, of which they will form a far better 
estimate than of the ability of others. What they do 
obtain will be highly grateful to them : and when they 
fail to obtain any thing, they will impute the failure 
to themselves ; and this circumstance will serve to 
stifle complaint, or afford the parent an opportunity 
of showing its absurdity. The propriety of the sys- 
tem here recommended will be readily acknowledge 
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cd by children. They will easily understand, thai 
we ought to interfere as little as may be with the hap- 
piness of others by causing them trouble ; and that 
indifference to the ease and comfort of those about 
us argues a want of feeling which must be hateful to 
our kind and compassionate Saviour. 

Natural methods of promoting moderation, pa* 
lience, and a due measure of hardihood, will be found 
amply sufficient, without having recourse to unnatu- 
ral and artificial austerities and sufferings. These 
I should exceedingly disapprove, though I fear they 
are sometimes found in the plans of education adopt- 
ed by good parents. Surely they are calculated id 
sour the temper of a child, and weaken filial affection. 
What God sends, we all learn to bear more cheerful- 
ly than what is brought upon us (as we are apt to 
think) by the mere will of man. Besides, when God 
is clearly the author of the event, its rigours are tem- 
pered and softened in various ways. In judgment he 
remembers mercy. But when it proceeds more from 
man, even though man does nothing without the di- 
vine permission, it bears marks of his short sighted- 
ness and violence. Compare the sufferings inflicted 
by the Inquisition, with those which proceed from 
natural distempers. Well might David, when al- 
lowed a choice of evils, say, ""l^et me fall now into 
" the hand of the Lord, for very great are his mer- 
^^ cies : but let me not fall into the hand of man.'' 

The habits, which have been mentioned, besides 
preparing children to meet the difficulties and bear 
the evils of life^ will give the mind a certain eleva^ 
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tion. Self-indulgence leads to frivolity ; enervates 
the soul ; pampers the lower, and chills and depresses 
the higher, part of our nature. Our blessed Saviour 
said, " If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.'' He 
well knew how incompatible self-indulgence is with 
the recovery of the divine image in the soul. How 
can liberality, magnanimity, cheerful contentment 
under evils, and moderation and spirituality of mind 
in the midst of unforseen prosperity, be expected 
from the self-indulgent man ? His aims will be low; 
his conduct marked by meanness ; and he will cling 
lo this earth, the only source of his pleasures. If 
we wish this picture to be reversed, we must omit 
no means of instilling, by the divine blessing, an op» 
posite spirit into pur offspring. 

Rules are necessary in every young family, and, 
perhaps, for no purpose more particularly than for 
the promotion of self-denial and moderation* They 
should be simple and definite, and not needlessly 
numerous ; for there never ought to be room for 
question, when one is broken, whether it could be 
easily understood and remembered. But rules should 
always be considered as so connected with the prin- 
ciples from which they flow, that they must be inter- 
preted rather largely, and regarded as extending to 
every thing manifestly of the same kind with that 
which is expressed by their letter. All cunning 
methods of evading them, and all special pleading as 
to their meaning, must be decidedly suppressed. A 
child must be eai*Iy taught to look to those general 
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principles and motives which are the guides of the 
advanced Christian ; and by no means to consider 
every thing allowable which is not forbidden by a 
specific rule, and nothing as a duty which a rule does 
not prescribe* In laying down rules, the parent will 
accommodate them to age and sex, and in a measure 
also to individual character. He must take care that 
they shall not only be reasonable^ but that, if it be 
possible, they shall be seen and felt to be so by those 
who are to obey them. It is obvious, therefore, that 
they should not be formed hastily, and much less when 
a fault has just been committed by a child, and the 
mind of the parent may be less serene than is usuaK 
When established, they should not be lightly chang- 
ed. But it is better to change or annul a rule, than 
to wink at the breach of it ; — a mode of proceeding 
which must produce the worst effects on the princi- 
ples and habits of the child, and must undermine the 
authority of the parent. 

My readers will expect, that I should say some- 
thing on the subject of prayer ; but important as that 
subject is, I am desirous first of adverting to a sub- 
ject perhaps still more important, — the preparation 
for prayer. I imagine that coldness of heart and 
wandering of thought in prayer proceed more from a 
want of due preparation than from any wrong system 
in prayer itself. If this is the case with persons of 
mature age, it is likely to be much more so with chil- 
dren, whose minds are so lively and volatile, and 
whose self command and habits of piety are so weak 
wd imperfect. Consider what it is to make a child 
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pass immediately from its play to its prayers, with 
scarcely the interval of a moment to quiet its mind, 
and with no endeavour on the part of the parent to 
bring its soul into a frame fit for addressing its Al- 
mighty Maker and Redeemer. And yet this case I 
fear, or one very like to it, is not uncommon. Sure- 
ly this practice must be offensive to the Lord of hea* 
ven and earth, and lead the child to look on prayer, 
not as an exercise of pious affections, but as little 
more than the decent repetition of a good form of 
words. At times, when the mind is in a more fovoor- 
able state for prayer, it is often scarcely, if at all^ 
raised to God, because the attention has not been 
called to the nature of the duty to be performed. A 
few words from a parent, before the child falls on 
his knees, would frequently give, under God's bless- 
ing, the spirit of prayer to a service which may ap- 
pear likely otherwise to be little better than a mere 
ceremony. How deserving, then, is this point of a 
parent's attention ! Our liturgy sets before him an 
excellent example, in the address preceding the 
Confession ; the object of which is to prepare the 
congregation for the service which follows. 

But another most important preparation for prayer 
remains to be mentioned* This is, self-examination ; 
— an exercise of the soul indispensable, I think, to 
€very Christian, and requiring to be begun at a very 
early period. Of course, its circunrstances must de- 
pend on the age of the child, but its substance ought 
by no means to be omitted. A very young child (one 
of two or three years old) cannot be expected to ex- 
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vaminc {limself ; but the parent must remind him of 
one or two faults, or one or two victories over press* 
ing temptation, on very recent occasions, and lead 
him to right feelings respecting them. By degrees, 
if this call to recollection is regularly practised once 
or twice a day, the exercise, though extremely short 
at first, will become a little longer, and the child'a 
feelings will be drawn into the habit, first, of being 
more easily kd into the right course, and, after a 
while, of taking it of their own accord. Next the 
child will begin himself to recollect what his conduct 
has been in some few leading points, and that with 
less and less help from the parent : and so he will 
proceed, Hll at length he will extend his view ta 
more points, and require no assistance. In all the 
stages of this process, great caution should be em- 
ployed not to fatigue or harass r and it will be better 
to advance too gradually than too rapidly '^ to do too 
little, rather than too much. It is also extremely 
important, that this incipient religious exercise should 
be made to wear as gentle and amiable an aspect af^ 
is compatible with the holy dispositions which should 
accompany it*^ As it is one which, after a time, ther 
child is to carry on in silence, and solely by his own 
reflections, if he becomes at all disgusted with it, it 
will either be neglected entirely or performed super* 
ficially and without advantage. Let the tenderness* 
and patience, no less than the persevering assiduity, 
of the parent be in any tolerable degree proportion- 
ed to the high importance of the habit which he wish- 
es to see established, and there is the fairest prospect 
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of success. The object should be, to lead the child 
to think over the principal events of the preceding 
day ; to recollect his faults with contrition, and his 
blessings with thankfulness : and then, to consider a 
little the day which is commencing, and with a dis« 
position to behave well through it, — to avoid past 
feults, and to be grateful for expected mercies. £v- 
ery care should be taken to infuse cordiality and 
piety into this course ; and to guard it against every 
shade of insincerity, by turning the e^e of the child 
from the parent to God, and from outward appear- 
ance to the heart. Every thing should be accom- 
modated to the mind and habitsof a child, and made 
to wear an easy and a simple dress. Even the name 
is of consequence : and if the long term, " self-ex- 
" amination,^' can be made to give way to one more 
intelligible, there will be an advantage in the change. 
The time preferred by me for this exercise is just 
before the morning private prayers of each child. 
Even after the child is able to examine himself with* 
out assistance, the watchful eye of a parent will be 
wanted to see that he in the main keeps his thoughts 
rightly employed, and does not fall into a habit of 
letting them wander to things of a different nature 
from those which ought to engage the mind. A par- 
ent may, from time to time, inform himself, or rather 
herself J how far the child has been engaged in the 
appointed duty, by asking him what hail been the 
subject of his thoughts. Here, however, gi^at deli- 
cacy is requisite, and the inquiry must be f^tringly 
repeated, lest it should lead to falsehood anlP& hypoc- 
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risy. If the thoughts appear to wander, the exer* 
cise, though always very short at the age under con* 
sideration, must generally be shortened, and a right 
direction must be given to it, by suggesting before 
the child begins to think, the general subjects (two 
or thtee only) on which they should be employed* 
When there happens to have been any thing very 
remarkable in the child's conduct, it is always ad- 
visable to point its attention to the fact for Xvfoot 
three succeeding days. 

The great advantage of the practice which I am 
recommending, not only as a preparation for prayer, 
but on other accounts, is apparent. As a prepara^ 
tion for prayer, it must produce, with the Divine 
blessing, the most salutary effect in spiritualizing the 
mind and turning the thoughts to faults, and wants, 
and weaknesses ; and also to motives for gratitude 
and praise* In other respects, it must produce, in 
a measure, the benefits which are the fruits of holy 
self-examination in adults. It must promote self- 
knowledge, watchfulness, and a tender conscience* 
Thus, we may humbly hope, that God will render it 
an important barrier against the inroads of evil, and 
a guardian of all that is good. On what vantage* 
ground does a parent stand, when, on observing a 
fault, the child can be reminded how much at vari- 
ance it is with his resolutions and his prayers, after 
recollecting, in a former self-examination, a similar 
fault ; and what pain the present transgression will 
cause him when he reflects upon it at the next sea- 
son for reviewing the incidents of the day, and saying 
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his prayers I Instances of good conduct will give rise 
also to very useful observations resting on the same 
foundation. Children are so volatile, so eager in 
their pursuits, so forgetful of good lessons, and so 
disinclined to self denial, that it is of the highest im- 
portance to introduce as early as possible a habit of 
religious thought and recollection at stated times. 
Is not, then, self-examination particularly desirable 
iov children ; and ought parents to think any pains 
ill bestowed which may promote it ? I fully believe, 
from experience, that, if their endeavours are well* 
directed and persevering, and, above all, conductedi 
in a right spirit, they will not be used in vain* 

The prayers for young children should be very 
short, and extremely simple. As soon as an infant 
can lisp, its mother will let it kneel in her lap, and 
repeat after her a very few words, addressed to God, 
after it has seen its little brothers and sisters at their 
prayers. It will like to follow their example. By 
degrees it will require less and lesa assistance in of- 
fering up its little prayer, and that prayer will bcj 
in a very small degree, extended. The mother's 
leading object will be, to initiate her tender charge 
in feelings of reverence and piety while so employ- 
ed. These feelings may be instilled, while the 
ideas conveyed to the infant by the words it pro*> 
nounces are yet very indistinct a«d imperfect : but 
the impression on its heart will be the blessed work 
of its Sanctiiier, and be acceptable to its God and 
Saviour. After some time, recourse may be had to 
more regular forms of prayer. Those for children 
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by Dr. Watte, are very good, and diflferent prayers 
are furnished to suit different ages. It is highly de- 
sirable that the child should pronounce his prayers 
aloud in the presence of a parent, whenever that 
mode can be made convenient, and at other times, 
of some proper person ; and attention and a devout 
spirit should be diligently cultivated, and every thing 
which may disturb the thoughts shotild be carefully 
kept at a distance. The state of the mind, when 
engaged in prayer, will chiefly depend on its general 
habits, and on previous preparation ; but the securing 
of regularity, external decency, and propriety in the 
act itself, is a point of na small moment. Let a par^ 
ent reflect on the infinite importance of communion 
with God at every age, and the incalculable influ- 
ence which right impressions, and the commencement 
of right habits in this point, from the earliest period, 
may have on future life, and he will be far from 
thinking the care which has been recommended 
greater than the object demands. From what evil 
will he guard his littU ones, if not from the evil of 
trifling with their God ? And what habit will he be 
anxious to give them, if not the habit of humble de- 
pendence and jdevout adoration in addressing that 
Being who is the Author of all their blessings, and 
in whose hands is their future lot for all eternity ? 

I cannot close my remarks, without a few words 
as to the length of time during which it is desirable 
that boys should continue under their father's roof. 
This is a question of expediency ; and its decisioa 
must depend much on circumstances. The health 
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of the child, the health, leisure, ami a})ility of the 
parents, and various other considerations, will have 
their weight in determining it. In general, however, 
I am disposed to think, that it is best to prolong doi- 
mestic education until a boy is nine or ten years old^ 
and that it is seldom desirable to continue it raucb 
longer. Till that period, a moderate share of knowl- 
edge and ability will enable parents to educate their 
son, and the mother will be likely to have a due as- 
cendency over him. But at the age which 1 have 
mentioned, in order to keep pace with other boys, 
he ought to begin to employ a large proportion of 
his school hours in studying Latin : and his father 
will seldom have leisure to superintend that study 
regularly and suflScienlly ; and what is more impor- 
tant, his mother will generally find that he has be- 
come too large and robust to be easily managed in 
the father's absence, and that the welfare of the boy, 
if not her own comfort, requires that he should be 
placed in other hands. Scarcely any thing can be 
so mischievous to a boy, as to be master of an indi* 
vidual whom in the regular course of his education, 
he is bound to obey ; but the evil is extremely aggi*a- 
vated when that individual is a parent. When this 
shameful and unnatural scene is presented, how to- 
tally reversed are those provisions which the Divine 
Being has made for the progress of children in knowl- 
edge and in right dispositions, and for the useful- 
ness and the comfort of parents ! We know in what 
abomination a rebellious son was held under the 
Jewish law ; and cert&inly he is not less offensive ta 
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correct judgment and right feeling under the chris* 
tian system. 

In such a case, the parents are seldom blameless 
especially if it occurs when the boy is young. The 
father should exert himself with vigour to support the 
mother's authority : and she ought to consider it a 
christian duty to support her own, and avoid those 
weaknesses, from whatever amiable sources they may 
spring which tend to undermine it. There is a silent 
dignity about a woman who does not yield to them ; 
and a son uncorrupted by bad companions can sel- 
dom resist its influence, and conduct himself towards 
such a mother with disrespect. 

In families where a considerable share of the 
school business devolves on a governess, it is unfit 
that, when a boy is above her management, he should 
continue to be her scholar ; and, if a better arrange- 
Bient cannot be made for his education, he must go 
to school. : 

Little needs to be said on the advantage of keep* 
ing a boy at home, while he can be duly educated 
and properly managed. This course is highly de- 
sirable for the purpose of strengthening his princi- 
ples, and forming his habits. : I have already said 
something on the high importance of laying a sound 
and broad foundation in these great points, during 
the continuance of domestic education. A parent 
who feels on this subject as he ought will be anxious 
to obtain as niany of the first years of life as may 
be for the perfecting, establishing, strengthening, 
settling that foundation. He will bear in mind the 
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original indisposition of man to holiness, his levity, 
his lively impressions from present objects, his neg- 
lect of future consequences, and his dislike of a per* 
severing opposition to the natural bent of his own 
feelings. He will also bear in mind the force of ^he 
temptations which abound in that world (and every 
school is a branch of it) into which his son must soon 
be sent ; and he will be far more inclined to regret 
that the period most favourable for paternal instruc- 
tion is necessarily so limited, than he will be dispos- 
ed to abridge it. 

Towards the close of that period, a boy must be pre- 
pared for the new course of things which awaits him 
at school, and be cautioned in a more particular man- 
ner against some of its leading temptations. It would 
be necessary to enter into details on these points, if 
the next period in education, that which is passed by 
boys at school, were under consideration. Suffice 
it here to say, that in his lessons he must be taught 
to look for less assistance, and to accommodate him- 
self to his task, rather than expect it to be accommo- 
dated to him. He must also learn to submit to gen- 
eral rules, even when they bear hard upon him ; 
and to expect very few exceptions in his favour. 
Kindness to those who are less than himself, and pa- 
tience and good humour \mder provocations and ill- 
treatment, must be earnestly inculcated. But, above 
ftll, he must be warned against falsehood and deceit^ 
those flagrant vices of schools ; and increased dili- 
/ gence must be used to strengthen him, against temp- 

] tatioQS of every kind. At the same time, the bonds 
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of filial affection and filial confidence must be strength- 
ened, if it be possible, as barriers against evil, or as 
conductors, under God, to the right path again, when 
he has strayed from it* 

No distinction has been made in the foregoing 
remarks between the education of boys and that of 
girls* During the greater part of the period under 
consideration, the modes pursued with the different 
sexes should be, T think, very similar. 4n the last 
year or two, the boys and the girls will begin to sep« 
arate both in their studies and in their amusements* 
It is not necessary to be more particular on this sub- 
ject. In all that regards by far the most important 
part of education, the training of them, by God^s 
help, for himself and a blessed eternity, the system 
will be the same for both. 

In many, and especially in large iamilies, educa- 
tion cannot be properly conducted without a gover- 
ness. In the choice of one, good principles, good 
sense, good temper, sobriety and firmness of mind, 
and competent knowledge, are the first requisites : 
'ornamental qualifications hold a second palace. Un- 
fortunately, the generality of young women, who 
ofier themselves for that situation, are much better 
furnished with showy accomplistments than with 
more ^solid acquirements ; and, for this and Other 
reasons, parents must not raise their expectations 
high when they take a governess. Much, however, 
of the disappointment, which they too often experi- 
ence on that occasion, may be owing to themselves. 
If they do not make fair and charitable allowances 
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for her defects, and conduct themselves towards her 
in a manner respectful, kind, and friendly, and thus 
entide 4bemselv€s to her regard and confidence : and 
if they do not make a right use of their influence, by 
leading her gently and gradually into such methods 
of education as they approve ; they must not wonder 
if they find great evils in the school-room* How can 
they expect a very important and delicate trust to be 
well executed, when they do not show proper atten- 
tions to their agent, nor put her into the way of adopt- 
ing the course which will meet their wishes ? How 
can they hope that she, a stranger, will proceed with 
fidelity, tenderness, and zeal, in spite of the difficul- 
lies which she will experience among her pupils, 
when they, the parents, do not exert themselves i<f 
lessen those difficulties, and to smooth her course ? 
How can they hope, that their children will find in 
her a portion of parental affection and solicitude, 
when she has found in themselves little support and 
friendship, though standing in so much need of them ? 
Let parents take a differentcourse, and ihey may see a 
very different result. They may then find how active 
are the exertions of affection, how large the returns 
made by gratitude, and how great is the docility and 
how warm the sympathy of a young woman, thrown on 
their.care^ and, beyond her hopes, finding in them as it 
were, second parents. However, I would caution 
those who employ a governess, in the midst of their 
kindness to remember what place she holds in their 
family, and to what situation in life she must return 
when she kaves it. They are bound to avoid any line 
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of conduct which may place her above her station. 
To act otherwise would be disqualifying her for the 
duties of the school-room, and doing her a serious in- 
jury. They ought to consider eminently good con- 
duct on her part as laying them under an obligation 
never to be forgotten. 
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[Extracted from tJu Christian Obstmr for Jan- 
uary ISlSf] 

W*! are the part nti of Mreral jroang ehiMreiit and are 
aniioni for their lalvation. Not long einee one of onr 
little boyi went to Tiiiit a very kind friend who hat been 
remarkably laceeuful in the pioui edncation of hit fan- 
ily. We were desirous to hare our friend's opinion of 
tur SOB. ilis leading observation was, that the ehild 
did not show a cordial concern for his faults. Feeling 
the justice of this sentiment, and our own experienee, 
we requested him to tell us at length how, under Ood'a 
^race, this eoneem might be best excited ; which drew from 
him the first of the following letters. We still exprea- 
.^d doubts on the subject of correction by the rod^ 
whether it should ever be used at all, or whether it 
should ever be oged where some contritieB has been al- 
ready produced by affectienate and serious conversation. 
This procured us the benefit of the second letter. Hay- 
ing found these letters of considerable use in the relig- 
ious education uf our children, and having obtained per- 
mission fk'om our truly Christian friend to make them 
public, we beg leave to send them to you, in the hope that 
you will judge them well worthy of insertion in the 
Christian Observer. 
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•^MydearSify 

'^ The gabjiecf on whieh you request my sem 

timeots is one of the most important in edueation. 
Without a cardial concern for a fault, no sound foonda*^ 

tion is laid for its eure. Even if the parent looked no 
further than, to worldly principle*^ to mere prudenee and 
fair chara<;ter^ this would be true. It is eminently and 

obviously true, when the reference is to religion, and tO' 
God who searehes the hearik Without this cordial con" 
eern there can be no repentance^ and without repentance 
there can be neither foi^veness nor the Divine blessing ; 
and therefbre all' must be unsound, ev«n if outward re-^ 
.ftrmation be obtained*- I ought to apologise fbr repeat- 
ing truths so familiar to you^ as applied toadults^ if not 
also as applied' t4> child reuy to< whom they> are- equally' 
applicable; It is their very higb and fundamentalim- 
portance and their not meeting with doe attention in ed- 
ucation, even from very many religious parents,^ which 
induces me to state them* I too frequently see parents 
make the reformation of their diildren's&ults a matter, 
in which religion is* scarcely, if at all, referred to-^ and' 
little or no appeal is directed to the heart and' con*- 
ncience. -Thus morality comes to be considered as con*- 
sisting entirely (or nearly so) in mere outward observ- 
ances: God, Christ, and the Holy Ghost, are little* 
brought into view in the course of the child's daily con- 
duct; and he gets into the habit of being satisfied witht 
himself, if he does nothing contrary to rule, though hi» mo>- 
tives may not have been holy, and his heart may have? 
been in a very different state. You. could describcrto mee 
better than, I to you, the evils of such a-, state, and the; 
hardness of conscience, and other future miseries threats* 
ened by it; 
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^ The tysteni here lias been, carefully to counteract 
these evilS) both present and future, by doing our best to 
lead our edildren to hare God in all their thouf|;htt,aBd 
lo habitual daily repentance and tenderness of eonseienee 
before him :•— in short, to that frame of mind, making 
proper allowanee for their age, ifvhieh is required in alt 
of us by our Heavenly Father. To this end we alwaya 
endeavour, in eorreeting a Ikoll in a child, to ha^e » 
right religious view of ifr, and to give the child, partly 
by precept and illustration, and partly hy sympathy 
(for ' si vis me &re dolendiim iMit prioMim ipsi tibi,'*^ i» 
eminently appHeaUe in this caseO a right Ibeling re- 
specting it, as an offenee against his Maker, Redeemer^ 
and Sanctifier. It is too commoay as yon know, to eut 
Hho^^he notiee of a Ikult. It is strongly blamed-«->per«^ 
kapsUie child undergoes some punishment^-perhaps hck 
in threatened with severe punishment if he repeats th^' 
Fault; or perhaps he is required to say that he i» sorry,, 
and M'ill not^ repeat it The parent is peremptory, the 
child is frightened, and all is over in a very short time^ 
without any useful impression on the eh^im except that 
Jie is less disposed to commit the ootward act which haa 
dmwn vpon him these animadversions. Mrs. — -r- aBA> 
f, pn the contrary, endeavour to make every fault of our 
t;hildren to be felt by them as aa offence against God^ 
and a sin to be repented of, and upon repentance to be 
pardoned through our Saviour. We therelbre careful- 
ly guard against theehild^s thinking that his fault la. 
reproved as a personal offence against ourselves. Wo^ 
talk to him solemnly,, but tenderly ; feeling and es^ress* 
ing much eoDcevn that he has oflfended God ;. eontrast^ 

^ If you wish me to be affected, you must first be afiected 
TftQurse^C 
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ihg Jii4 eondnet with tbe love of God; painting the 
pleasure with which hit holiness would be received ia 
heaven, partieularly by Christ, and the pain which his 
sin has oeeasioned* In short, we talk with him, * niu« 
tatis mutaindis,^ as with a friend with whom we tender^ 
ly sympathise, while we feel that we have a right ta 
command. We temper the terrors of the Lord witli, 
representations of bis love and merey ; and we perse- 
vere in this coarse, till the child's mind appears humble 
and softened, and brought into such a penitent frame as 
Ood looks on with favour. The whole often ends in 
a short affectionate prayer of half a minute, or aminute^ 
for pardon and grace, dictated by ourselves, so far as tbe 
child's own thoughts will not of themselves supply it. 
This process is never hurried over, nor is it ever brought 
tl^ to a conclusion before the end appears to be attained ^ 
as nothing can be more important, so nothing is suffered 
to supersede or interrupt it. It is taken up very early, 
and is always accomodated in its diflferent parts to the 
years and knowledge of the child. It appears formida- 
ble on papery but it is surprising how short, and even 
pleasant it if, in all common eases, through its^ being 
commenced so early and habitually practised. It has- 
almost banished punishment lirem onr house, and has 
brought with it various other good consequences. I 
need not say, that considerable discrimination and dis- 
cretion must be exercised by the parent Religion must 
be made to wear an amiable-and endearing, as well as an 
awful countenance. The bruised reeJmustnot be brok* 
en ; the feelings must not be excited beyond what na* 
ture will bear; and if a storm of feeling arises^ it must 
be allayed without any improper indulgence, destructive 
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•f tfie effect to be produced. You vfM see tliat sagacity 
and 8eif eomniand are wanted on the part of the parent, 
for which he cannot hope, if he do not maintain an un- 
ruffled mind. 

^^ There are some necessary concomitants of the sys- 
tem, which, were they not so, would be recommended 
by their own intrinsie importance. Holy things must 
always be approached in a holy way. The Bible must 
never be read with levity and indifference Hymns, and 
the Catechism, mu«t never he jabbered over, nor repeat- 
ad with that hard tone and manner which bespeaks an 
uuconseiousness of their sacred nature. Religion must 
practically be made the main-spring of life ; and she 
must not only be so, but appear to be so, without depart- 
ing from her native modesty, and without losing diguity 
by the frequency of her introduction, or by the kindness 
with which she is invested. You will be aware that 
difficulties, and very great ones, must be encountered,, 
where, instead of habits^of proper feeling and repentance 
on committing faults having been, formed from infancy, 
other habits have been formed. These difficulties are 
in their kind the same which ciecgy men experience ia 
bringing adults to repeutance* In their degree they will 
be greater or less- according to circumstances. 1 had a 
ohild here for several months, some time ago,, whom I 
eould never bring to a quite satisfactory 4%%\e of mind 
on his committing faults : owing, asl belis^e, to the er- 
sors of his previous education. With oni: own children 
we have never experienced very fiormidable difficulties^ 
iiod be praised ! His is the work ; but he makes great 
use of the instrumentality of parents,. and gives, as 1 be- 
lieve, an especial blessing to a wellf directed, early edu- 
cation. 

*^1 remaiB>.&c,'^ 



^ My dear Sir, 

^ At ours is quite a Sunday subject, I Mriit 
employ a little of to-day in giving you my thoughts^on it 
*' With respect to punishments, our practice has been 
rery generally to omit the emjdoyment of them altogeth^ 
er, when the child was brought to real repentance ; but 
at any rate to confine their use on such occasions t» 
strong eases, and then to employ restraints, and not cor* 
poraV corrcettoii. But we have endeavoured to recal the 
child's mind to faults, from time to time, in a solemm 
but tevider manner, that they might not slip out of hit 
remembrance ; and especially at prayer time, and other 
seasons when it appeared likely to he done with oDraat 
effect. 

' ^ We have been led to this course, partly by feeling ; 
but it has accorded with our principles, as 1 will cndeaT*^ 
our to explain. 

^The great and leading use of punisbmeiils (kifaa 
ease of children ai least) seems to be, to humble the mindl 
at the timeof a fault, and prepare it for repentance ; oiv 
when inflicted after a fkult, to impress the fault more on 
the memory, that repentance for it may be more abiding : 
and in both eases, to deter from a repetition of the crimci, 
through fear of a repetition of the suffering. Now though 
it has these uses, it has also evils attending it. The 
parentis temper is apt to be ruffled in inflicting it, and 
the child's to be soured and hardened in receiving it ; and 
the fear of it is apt to lead to concealment and deceit in 
a child, and also apt to turn hit eyes too much from God 
to man, and from the spiritual to the temporal consequen* 
ees of crimes. ^Perfect love casteth out fear;' and one 
would wish to lead a child towards that state as fast at 
may be, and to foster and cherish the love of Christ, as 
the great constraining principle, in his bosomi £ndeav<« 
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ours to this end will be not a little counteraeted Wy a sys- 
tem which draws his mind habitaatly, on the commission 
of faults to human punishments. 

^^ Viewing thinjp in this light, we look on punish- 
ment as never to be employed in christian education^ 
when it can be avoided ; and we think we have found, 
that, under the system I described in my last letter, for 
promotif^g true repentance in a child, it may be avoided 
with advantage in almost all cases, when, under that 
system, by the blessing of God, the mind is become ingen* 
nous and the conscience tender. In cases of obstinacy, 
whether it takes the form of violence or snllenness ; if 
candour and kindness, and solemn but calm representa- 
tions, and a countenance and manner in the parent the 
very reverse of that of the child, will not in some mod- 
erate time produce the desired effect on the child's mind 
(which they commonly will, after the system in question 
has been followed Ibr some time in a family ;} punishment 
must be employed : ^ Debellare snperbos.'* But even in 
this case it should be sparing and moderate, and inflieted 
gradually, so as to give time to the child to recover itself 
from its fit of perverseness ; and when its temper is al- 
tered and bends to the yoke, and gives place to contrition 
and docility, the punishment should cease. It is to the 
full as necessary, in a system under a God of love, the 
leading principles of which therefore should be love and 
mercy, to bear in mind the former part of the poet's line, 
^ Pareere subjectis,'t as the latter part, which I before 
quoted. Then is the time for winning the child, by holy 
kindness, tempered by that mild solemnity which the oc- 
casion will inspire, to openness and candour, and a deep 
hut not an agonising, impression of the evil of sin, and 

* To humble the proud; 
t To spare the submissirev. 
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of the love of Christ and hi§ readinegg to forgive. Con« 
sider Low very ill a eoniinuation of pDnishroent would 
harmonise wilh the promotion of those filial aspirations 
to God and the Redeemer. How would it operate in our 
own case ? And how mueh more likely would it he to 
operate ill in that of a child, who, from his tender years, 
is so much more liable to have his mind and feelings en- 
grossed by any thing whieh, like punishment, makes a 
strong impression on his outward senses ? 

^^ I have mentioned the effect which the expectation 
of punishment is likely to have on a chihl's communica- 
tions with his parent. , It may be worth while to enlarge 
a little on that point. I am sure we agree in placing the 
highest value on an affectionate and confidential open^ 
Bess in children towards their parents. It is not only 
highly gratifying to the parents, and the natural expres- 
sion, and pledge, and nurse of filial esteem and love ; but 
it is most elosely allied to the promotion of all that is 
honest ja.|^4ingenuous in the child, and with the checking 
and subduing of all that is wrong, not only in his habits^ 
hut in his disposition. I need not go into detail on these 
points. All that I could say will present itself to yonr 
mind and feelings. I will merely draw your attcntitm to 
two opposite pictures, which your own imagination wilt 
present to you in sufficiently vivid colours : the one, of 
a child who feels his parents to be his bosom friends-— his 
wise but tender and sympathising guides through the 
snares and delusions of life ; who, from feeliugs, as well 
as from a sense of duty, flies to them to disburthen his 
mind, both in his joy and in his sorrow ; who, in his in- 
tereourse with them, endeavours to follow in that chris* 
tian path in which they lead the way, to be of one heart 
and mind with them, and to ^ keep the unity of the Spirit 
* in the bend of peace,' as with all his fellow-ehristians,. 
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his parents. Contrast this sketeh with what is toe often 
the scene even in religious families— distrust on the part 
of the parent ; reserve, and perhaps alienation, on the 
part of the chiid^ who, instead of sympathising (in the 
large sense of the word) witli his parents, hankers after 
companions of a very different sort, and enjoys himself 
most when furthest from parental observation. I have 
tirawn these outlines strougly ; but I am sure you must 
have observed different shades of these eharaeters among 
your neighbours as you have passed through life. 

*' To return to the main subject, from which I havn 
rather divei^ed-— After having described the course I 
should take in a ease of obstinacy or passion at firsts 
and repentance afterwards, you are prepared to hear, 
that, in a ease which began with candour and repent- 
ance, I would by no means punish, eneept in the way of 
«ome restriction, which should be recommended rather 
by prudence as a precaution, than be of the nature of 
« punishment ; or perhaps, by exaeting some moderate 
sacrifice (such as staying in the house for some hours) 
for the purpose of preventing the mind's too soon ex- 
changing salutary impressions for youthful levity. But 
whatever I might do in this way, I would tak« special 
eare to avoid every thing austere and forbidding in my 
-eonntenanee and manner, though these wonld necessari- 
ly be marked by serious but tender and affectionate pity 
and concern. Tthink I find that this course of proceeding 
answers the purpose rf preventing the affair from slid* 
-ing too soon out of a child's nrind, while it secures his 
«lfeetions, disposes him to confide in me as a friend and 
-confidant, and adds to his fear of having offended God^ 
a further uneasiness, from having brought much trouble 
-m ine «nd himtelt Though Ibave spokra of siyseif,! 
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biTe xaf wif&fttU as mach in my eye while I gi%e thift 
deseriptiQii. Oeeaiions are often occurring, in wliiek 
the littlj^ children come to her with full hearts to tell her 
•f' seme misbehaviour or wrong temper. They eomq 
without fear, but with a load of concern and regret^ 
which they evidently hope tb lighten by obtaining hev 
sympathy and condolence. Tou may be sure she always 
encourages this course of. proceeding ; and I am convinc* 
ed that, under God's blessing, if answers the very best 
purposes* I need not say, that, in the way in which she 
treats such cases, it is her aim always to . give the feel<- 
ings of the Christian a complete ascendency over 
those of the mother; and I think she snceeeds well. 
But, after all, will children dread the commission of 
faults and guard against them, unless they stand in awe^ 
of some immediate punishment ? I think they will, and 
on the same grounds on which men and women do, j^ro- 
vided our whole system, or some other founded on simi- . 
lar principles, is adopted early, and steadily pursued. 
It is thought absurd for adults to subject themselves to 
penances for their sins; and why should it not be right 
to subject children to as little of this sort as maj|||ie, and 
to endeavour as early as may be to bring them to a sys* 
tern analogous to that which we Protestants think the 
light one for grown-up people ? Their minds are capable 
of being wrought upon by the same means which God- 
has appointed for men in general; and these means- 
cannot be too early employed, and cannot too soon ac- 
quire that preponderance in a system of education which' 
may make them supersede the use of the rod ; a weapon 
necessary, in a degree, for managing brute animals, and' 
man also, so far as his nature resembles theirs ; but it is- 
the great business of Christian education to exalt his na- 
ture-— to chcrisii that new nature implanted. by grace in 
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bis soul, and as speedily as possible to sabjeet hini to a 
discipline soiled to tbe stateof heart we wish to eneonrage. 

** Do not suppose, thovgh we evdearoor lo banish 
panishment as mueh as maj be^ that onr system is one 
of indalgenee. It is a inai» part of it to establish habit« 
of resolute, though eheerful, self-denial In all points in 
whieh duty ealls for saerifiees. We always hoM np the 
principle of aeling on grounds of right and wrong, and 
not on those of ineiination, exeept in points purely indif- 
ferent, whieh are brought within a narrow eompass^ No- 
thing is ever granted to mere entreaty ; and we have 
none of that begging and whining whieh shows generally 
a laxity of principle, and always a defeetive system of ed- 
ucation, wherever it is practised^ 

*' In Ibis way we endeavour to promote, in our own 
children, that * hardness' which all tbe soldiers of Christ 
must learn to endure. But, then, this plan is sweetened 
by as much affection, aflhbility, cheerfulness, and desire 
to. make our children happy within the bounds of duty^ 
as we can pour into it, consistently with the great truths 
whieh is oAen inculcated, that neither man nor child 
uuist l||re for pleasure,but that hi» object and employment 
rau«t be irorA:<— the work which God has given him to 
do; and a considerable part of Hhich (especially in the 
case of a child) is to prepare for doing better work in 
future years. 

'^ As to the passages of Scripture nvhich you mention^ 
I own they do not alter my view of this ease. It is most 
true, that ^ the rod must not be spared' in the eases in 
which it ought lo be used ; but then eomes the question 
1 have been discussing in this letter, What are those eas- 
es ? Indeed, the frequency and general complexion of the 
passages to which you refer would lead one to suppose, 
that SoiomoH conceived that cases of this kind wooid be 
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very common^ and, in diort, that corporal panlihiiKQt 
would be a reading feature in a right education. But it 
is to be remembered under what dispensation he lived — 
under one which was comparatively low—one in which 
there was much of beggarly element $ much that waa 
permitted because of the hardness of the hearts of those 
who lived under it* Should we not expect^ that under 
such a dispensation, and Ibr the use of such a people as 
t^ Jews^ many things would be enjoined not well accom* 
modatecl to our times ; and, in particular, that the ap- 
proved system of education would partake less of what 
is (in a spiritual sense) refined and elevated, than ought 
to enter into ^ the nurture and admonition of the Lord,^ 
nnder the blaze ofthe Gbspel-light most graciously vouch- 
safed to us ? This general view might be illustrated and 
corroborated by many things in the New Testament. 

^' May God bless us i» all we do for our children 1 
The concluding lines of Cowper's Task may well be ap- 
plied,, in4heir spirit, to this subject of education. 

But aU is in His hand whose prais^ I seek. 

Ln vaia the poet sings, and the world hearsi. 

If He regard not, tho^ divine the theme.. 

^Tis not in artful measures, in the chime , 

And idle tinkling of a minstrePs Ijre, 

To charm His ear, whose eye is on the heart t 

Whose frown can disappoint the pioudett strain, 

Whose approbation prosper even mine ! 

^^ I remain, dear Sir, 

" Yours very truly, &c.'' 
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